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Locust Control
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Will the Minister of Food and Agr}-
«culture be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government propose
to purchase more planes for purposes
of plant protection and locust control;
and

(b) if so, the number thereof, the
expenditure involved and where they
would be located?
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The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Shri
Shahnawaz Khan): (a) Yes, Sir. It is
proposed to acquire more aircraft
either by purchase or under some
AID Programme.

(b) The details are being worked
out.
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Shri D. C. Sharma: How much loss
do we suffer every year on account of
the inadequacy of locust control in
our country? May I know whether
this loss has been mounting up during
the last few years or it has been going
down?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: The esti-
mated loss to our crops due to locust
ang other diseases and pests is about
10 to 15 per cent, which in value of
money comes to Rs. 1,000 crores.
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Mr. Speaker: Is it mounting or

decreasing?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: We are try-
ing to decrease it.
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Shri Vidya Charan Shukla: Is it
not a fact that Hindustan Aircraft
Limited has produced a plane which
is specially designeq for such opera-
tions? In view of that, what are the
reasons for Government importing
these planes instead of purchasing
from Hindustan Aircraft Limited?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: This is a
very special type of aircraft, and it
has to be fitted with special gears,

Shri Vidya Charan Shukla: Have
they consulted Hindustan Aireraft
Ltd.?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: The avail-
ability of the local aircraft is not so
much that we can go in for it.
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Shri S. Kandappan: I would like
to know whether there is any scheme
with the Government to supply small
power sprayers to the farmers?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: Yes, Sir.
we have already a scheme for the
manufaciure of sprayers in the

country.
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The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
ory of Community Development and
Co-operation (Shri B. S. Murthy):
(a) Yes, Sir. A suggestion was made
to the Posts and Telegraphs Depart-
ment in 1960 that the responsibility
of running extra departmental Post
Offices be entrusted to those Pan-
chayats which askeqd for it.





