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Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Food Corporation
is building buffer stocks of wheat and
rice;

(b) if so, the extent of the stocks to
‘be built and where they will be kept;
and

(¢) how their distribution will be
administered?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri C. Subramaniam): (a) to
(¢). The Food Corporation will build
up buffer stocks of foodgrains on
behalf of the Government. The Cen-
tral Government intends to build up
gradually a buffer stock of 4 million
ionnes of wheat and 2 million tonnes
of rice at suitable places within the
country, The  Corporation will
administer the building up, mainten-
ance, turn-over and distribution of
these stocks in accordance with the
directives issued by the Government.
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Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government of
India has proposed a substantial
increase in P.L.-480 foodgrain imports
in the next two years to build ade-
quate buffer stocks of wheat and rice;
and

‘b) if so, the decision taken in this
regard?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri C. Subramaniam): (a) and
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(b). The matter relating to a new
agreement under P.L. 480 for imports
of foodgrains beyond June 1965 when
the supplies under the current agree-
ment are expected to be completed is
at present under consideration. It is
not possible at this stage to indicate
the quantities which might be pro-
vided under the new Agreement,
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Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that con-
flicting agricultural price policies
pursued by the different States and
their divergent procurement policies
are coming in the way of procurement
of foodgrains and hampering the work
of the Food Corporation;

(b) if so, how far the grain pro-

curement targets for this year are
likely to be hit thereby; and

(c) the steps taken to clear the way
for smooth procurement?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri C. Subramaniam): (a) No,
Sir.

(b) and (c). Do not arise,
Wheat from France
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Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that France
has informed the Government of India
that she can supply wheat to India;





