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ration n",mely India Tourism Corpora-
tion is likely to be set up shortly. 

(c) These Corporations would re-
move certain deterrents to tourist tra-
IIIe and would, therefore, help to step 
up tourist traffic to India. It is, how-
ever, not possible to state exactly the 
extent to which this benefit would 
accrue. 

Haldla Port 
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Will the Minister of TJ1Ill5port be 
pleased to .toate: 

(a) the progress so far made in deve-
loping Haldia as a subsidiary port of 
Calcutta; and 

(b) the total expenditure so far In-
curred by the Centre in this regard? 

The Minister of Transport (Shrl Raj 
Bahadur): (a) A m .. ter plan for the 
development of a new Dock system 
at Holdia has been prepared in con-
sultation with the Calcutta Port Com-
missioners' Consulting Engineers and 
experts from the Port of Lond"n 
Authority. The PI .. n has been ap-
proved in prineiple by the World 
Bank. Certain hydraulic studies re-
lating to the project were undertaken 
by the Hydraulic Study Department ot 
the Commissioner.. The World Balik 
are satisftep with the studies made and 
have expressed the opinion that cam-
mencement of the construction work 
need not be delayed for any further 
study. At the request of the Commis_ 
sioners, the Government of West 
Beng'lll instituted proceedings for the 
acquisition of 9.373 sq. miles of land 
at Haldia in stages. So far, 4.8 sq. 
miles of land haVe been acquired, but 
the pOSlesslon of the homestead pock-
ets in tbi. area bu yet to be taken. 
Considerable pro,re.. h<lI alllO been 

made on the detailed planning of tile 
various facilities to be provided. 

The land required for the rail link 
has been acquired by the Government 
of West Bengal and handed over to 
the South Ea,lem Railway. The ex .... 
ting rood ,bet ween Panchkura and 
Haldia, which has to be used for trans-
port of construction material, is being 
widened and strengthened by t.he 
Government of West Benlla!. To re-
lic\'e the congestion of traffic in this 
area, the West Bengal Govermncnt 
have taken in hand the construction 
of the Tamluk Rood. The preli'minary 
works of the National highway to be 
connected to HUdi. and National 
highway No. 6 have also bocn taken 
in hand by the West Bengal Govem-
mf:nt. To meet the energy require-
ments of the new Dock system and the 
industries to be sited in the Vicinity, 
the West Bengal Government have 
made necessary urrangements for eX-
tending the pow,,!' grid from Kolaghat 
to Haldia. WiJlcr supply arrange-
ments arc alSO being pl~nned. 

Tender documents for major engi .. 
neering works are under preparation 
and are expected to be completed "'on. 

(b) The total expenditul'e inl'uned 
by the C·.]]cutta Port Com'missioners 
up to the 31st Januar\,. 1965 amount-
ed to Rs. 167.5 lakhs.' 

PrIce of Rice 
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Will the Minister of Food and ACTI-
mllture be pleased to state: 

Ca) whether Government have de-
cided to raile the price of rice sold 
at fair-price shops; and 

Cb) 11 '10, the lncrea!le per quintal 
and tf1e date from which It i. e/Tec-
tive? 

The MIabter ", Food aJUI ArrteaJ-
tare (Shrt C. SubraJlwdam): (a) 
Yel, Sir. 

Cb) The iasue prices of rice were 
raised by RI. 8'13 £0 as. 28'42 per 




