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mled to be 2~ lakh tonn"". May I 
know whether that is the normal 
consumption figure of the country or 
whether it is the IIgure to which the 
consumption has been brought down 
an account of controls? 

8brl C. Sabl'llJlUUllam: I am sure that 
if there ere greater quantities available 
then there would be more consump4 
tion also. I do agree that it is a res-
tricted consumption. 

Shrl D. C. Sharma: From the state-
ment I find lhat there is a gre.t deal 
of imbalance in the production at 
lug.r from Slate to St.te. One St.te 
produces "/78,000 tonnes while another 
Slate prod uce. only 2000 (annes. May 
I know whether Government have any 
.cheme to rationalise the production 
of sugar so that the consumption could 
also CO up and the imbalance between 
one State and another could be re-
duced as much as possible? 

15hrl C Sabramaalam: Historically, 
the 5Uga; factories got cstablishf'd in 
the initial stnr,es in UP and Bihar 
and they are the leaders ir. the pro-
duction of sugar. We have also taken 
inlo account the teasibility of sugar-
cane production in the various States. 
For example, Assam produces only 
2000 tonnes, because the sugarcane 
production there is very much limited 
on account of climatic and soil condi-
tions. That also will have to be 
taken into consideration. But We are 
trying to arrive at some regional 
balance witb regard to new licence .. 

8hrt SolaDki: Many experts bave 
auggested the making at 'U~Br out of 
beet-root. May I know whether Gov-
"rnment Bre considering any such 
proposal? 

8hrl C. Sabramanlam: We are 
having a pilot project in order to lind 
out the teasibility ot lugar produc-
tion from beet-root. 

8brl S. M. Buler,Jee: May I Imow 
whether it; i.! a tact that the total 
quantity of sugar issued by tbe Cen-
tre to the Sta Ie Gov .. rnnlen Is i. sup-
posed to be distributed through the 

Slate Government machinery, and 
it 10, whether it Is, however, a tad 
that ap:irt from the distribution 
througb the tair price shops, a lot of 
sugar is being distributed in tbe 
bJackmarket, and it so. what step. 
the Central Government are taking 
to check and see that sugar does not 
go to the blackmarket when it is 
supplied by the Centre? 

8hrl C. Subramanlam: Distributio~ 

is done through lhe State Govern-
ments. and we have impres~ed upon 
the State Governments to take all 
necesSlry steps to see that sugar docs 
not get into the black market; but in 
spite ot that, I do agree that a goo<l 
deal of sugar has got inlo the blo('k-
market, and we are trying to take 
steps to prevent that. 

Shrl Blshwanath Rey: In vIew ot 
the in::rcasjng consumption ot sugar 
in the country and its dem:lnd O~lt .. 
side. may I know whether Govern-
ment have taken any immediate step! 
for improving the pcrcentJge of 
sugar from sugarcane? 

Shrl C. Subramaa'am: We are 
evolving new varieties ot cane with 
creater sue-rose cont2nt. 
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L Dr. L. M. Sinrbvi: 

Will the Minister ot F_ and Aerl-
.. ullure he pleased to !ltate: 

(a) the prices ot wheat (imported 
and indigenous), rice, puls.s, g'hee, 
edible oils including vanaspati IIhee 
·on the 1st January, 1965 a. compared 

to those prevailing on the 1st Januart, 
11164; 

(b) the percentage rise in the pric ... 
ot each of these commodities throop-
out ilie year from the 1st January, 
1964 to the 1st January, 1965; and 

(c) lJIe st.eps taken or proposed to 
be taken by Government to brina 
down the price~ of foodgrains"? 

The Deputy MiDlster in the MInis!r, 
of Food and A(1'Ieulture (Shri D. R. 
Chavan): (a) and (b). A statement 
.howing the All-India Index-Numbe .. 
of wholesale prices of wheat, rice, 
pulses, ghee, edible oils and vanaspati 
ghee as stood in the first week of 
January, 1965 compared to iliose In 
the same period ot 1964 and also ili. 
perdmtage rise in the price indos 
number. in 1965 over 1964 is placed 
on the Table of th~ 8obha. 

STATEMENT 

Commodity 

. Rice 

Whclt 

Pulses 

Ghec 

Groundnut Oil 

Sctwnum Oil 

Mu .... rd Oil 

Vanaspati 

(c) Sam., ot the more importan: 
fteps taken by the Govemment I., 
.tabllize the priees are as follow8:-

(I) Fixf,tlon vi otatutory maximum 
(ii) 

(Base 1952-53-100) 

Prio:: Index Number Percen-
~ 

"""In 
[965 [964 [965 

(as on (as on over 
.-[-65) 4-[-64) [964 

U7'3 119'6 6·4 

'55' 5 UI '2 39· K 

:104'9 135'2 63'7 

1~5' I I2~, 3 '3'8 

[76, 3 126' 7 39" 

193'4 140'9 37'3 

~53 '7 I72'fil 104'7 

165'9 14Z' 5 [6·4 

prieesot peddy at which IIIlch 
stocks c\)uJd be requisitioned; 

flxation of mazlmum whale-
we and retail priou of rlee; 
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(iii) stepping up at imports of foOd-
grainS and distribuHon 01 
large quantities from Centrol 
stocks; 

(iv) introduction of statutory 
rationing in Calcutta and in-
formal rationing in Kerala; 

(v) tightening up of restrictions 
on bank advanc.,. a .... ;,uo! 
foocigrains; 

(vi) setting up of enforcement 
mac-hineries by the State Gov-
ernments with assistance froTti 
the Central Govemm~nt; 

(vii) promulgation of anti.hoard_ 
ing measures ns well as in-
troduction of sununary trlalS 
and stringent punishmenta f04" 
cor;atraventions ot food law, 
and abetment of such contra-
ventions by public ~('rv8nts. 

8hrl P. C. Borooah: Hoarding is 
one of the causes for rising prices 
of foodgr.ins. and to check that GI'V-
ernment promulgated an (.rdinance 
for the summary trial of food offenc~! 
May I know whether it is a tact that 
in the absence of the' required noti-
fication speC'iiying the oft'ence,. that 
ordinance has not been brought into 
force? 

Tbe Mlnl.ter of FOOd and Alrlrul-
ture (Shri C. Subramanlaml: That i. 
not correct. There is a separate ques-
tion on tlhat, and there I will give the 
information. We have iS3ued the 
notification. 

8h1'1 P. C. Borooah: Ho .. · many 
months after the promulgstiLl1 of the 
ordinance was the- notlfteation iaued? 

Shri C. S~: On 24th 
December the Act esme Into force and 
on the lame date the notification wa. 
issued. 

Shri S. M. BaaerJ_: From tn. 
otatement it appears that the· prices of 
these conunoditle&-rire. wheat. pubt's. 
gh .... mustard 011 ete.,~ riIIen (I 
am talking at th" pert'en~' from 

6.. to l(K.7 (for mustard oill I would 
like to know whether atter taking all 
these steps. anti-hoar:iing measures 
and so on. the prices have come down, 
whether there is an inclination t,.(.. 
come down, if not, what further steps 
Government contemplate to lake to 
introduCe State trading in foodgrains 
and of essential commodities" 

Shrl C. Subramanlam: A! tar .s 
mustard oil i;; concerned. as the hon. 
Member Mould know. there is already 
a definite downward trend because of 
better production. In the same way 
in groundnut 011 and sesame ~il, in all 
the edible oils. the tendency I. for the 
prices to come down. 

As tar as ri~ is concerned. it is 
only a marginal inereose Bnd we havp" 
fixed statutory prices; partlc-ularly In 
the Southern Zone. the prices are more 
or Ie .. steady at the level of the maxi· 
mum prices which had alno.dy bet!n 
notified. 

As fsr as wheat is concerned, W(" 

are passing through a lean period. but 
in spite of that. Compared to January 
prices, February prices have comp 
down by seven point.o. from 1 ~5 to 148. 

8hrl S. M. Banerjee: I wanted to 
know whether State tradinll' would bt> 
introduced. 

Shri C. Subramanlam: A. the hon. 
Member i. aware. that is why the Food 
Corporation has been establiohed. and 
it i. getting into th~ market. 

0Jft Ifmtl'l fq • ~ 1ft ~ ItIfrr 
f'lillT orin ~ ~ ,.;r ~ ~ <1m: ~ 
f\II"In IPiT ~ I q; fmit 11ft ~ ~ 1fT 
ffiot1rT, ~ ~ ,.;r ~ ~ I 'lIfT 
~~rn~q;~~ 

IPiT t flI; ..m, ~ ~ it 4() 

'I. '11'1' ,jt iI~ ~ f1pf ~ ~, .m-~ 
f~",)~m~f.Ii\'~~ 
'lIfT ..,. ~ ~ I 

an C ... ~: Th~.. are 
all all-lnclia.,,,,J'afe prica. 
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~ 11t11fRII ~:"" ~~ It it ~ 
v.r'I>'t f~o ~ {\ 'Ii\it t fuil' 'm 
f~3IT~t ? 
a'llllf~m:~~~ 

~ flffiT "" ~ if<r.ITln t I 

~ IItI1fRII r~: ~ ~ ~ ~ Iff 
~if~o)~;ffi~f~ ~ t 
font~~~~Iff~1 

a'llIIf ~m : ~ font 'l1'i m 
f~ "" ~ if"tmr it ~ mliit I 
ShrlmatJ Renu Chakravarti),: The 

prlCC index fJr rice, in a periud when 
tho rice harvesl has not o;}ly been 
good but when the harvest has come 
!:It.o the market, shows t!iJt cv~n 
lItl.er last yenr there has be:.;n a fi.4 
per cent in::rcase on 2nd Jan lary. A.~ay 
I I:now why this is so after two good 
harvests, and whether this is not a 
clrar indication that there mt:sl be 
Stnle trading in the essent:al 1o\)d~ 
gr:tins without which it is jmpo;sible 
to bring down prices even with 
lo·)d crop? 

:lhrl C. Sub-:unoniam: This argu-
ment is not n(' 'c;;;:;lry to convU.ce 
thht Stato tral.:ng is neces>nry. I 
would request the hall. Me:nt.er& to 
no·.e that in 1964, from Apri: onwaId., 
th('re was a stcl:P rise, pnrt~culaI.iy in 
:May. June and .TIIJy wi1h. reglard tf> 
rice. Then. ot that stagc. we look.d 
Into it and we wanted tn fix a pro-
ducaTS' pri~e and a consumers' price, 
for which the Jlta Commit! Oe wa. ap. 
pointed. They took ti,e avcr.~r cf the 
prices which prevoilcd in 1~G4 and on 
thnt basis it war. fixed. Now, beea:1se 
of the more remun('rati ·/e prl~es 
.ssured to th.. producers. particu-
larly with regard to post-han'est 
prlee, there Is a slight Increase of 
6,4 per cent .. 

Dr. L. M. Slnrhvl: Weflnd from 
the statement th.t rise In ;>n:e. 61 
pulses, mustard oil and w'hcat hc.1 
been abnomlal and unprecerlerted 1 
would like t,) know whether the G .... -
ernm<!nt con,ider that this Is du~ to 
the ract that the State Governments 
have not Implemented their procure-

ment polley or because they hove en-
couraged hoarding by the fa.l'mer hun-
sell? 

Shrt C. Subramanlam: I do not 
think there was any pos.tive en-
couragement by the State Govan-
ments in the directiOn of hoardin~ by 
th·! fanners. Hon. Members ~l'P Q','\"ar" 
th..lt there was shortfall It" I!rol!ucti0n, 
particularly in groundnut, mustard 
and various other things requirert for 
the production of edible Ol:S .0 also 
pulses. That is why pri". had shot 
up. For two consec.-utive ye1r:;, tllera 
WtlE' shortfall in production. FC'I tu-
nately, we are having be,tcr p":"cc;pect 
of rabi crops. 

Shrl D. C. Sharma: Have the Gov-
ernment any scheme to step up pro .. 
duction of pulses whose pric-e had. 
,one' up by 63' 7 per cent and of mm-
t:ud oil whose price has gone up by 
104'7 per cent in those Stotes where 
those things are grown due to SUIt .. 
able climatic conditions so th3t these 
common articles of diet may not suffer 
from the rise in prices? 

Shrl C. Subramaniam: As far as 
mustard b concerned, even during the 
present year, production has ~one up 
very high; it is expected to be a 
record production as far as mustard 
is concerned. With regaTd to pulse. 
also, there was a decrease in pro-
duction during the iast year and the 
year before the last due to weather 
conditions. This year it is going to 
be much better production, Apart 
!Tom that. we are having various re-
.earch schemes for evolvinJt better 
strains of pulses so that during all 
Ithe year., there might be a higber 
production level. 

Shrt D. C. Sharma: Is there some 
long-range scheme? 

Shrl C. Subramanlam: That Is re-
oearch. 

Mr. Speaker: 'Long range' cannot 
be discussed durin, the Qu.,.tion 
Hour. 

811rl Ibm_war 'I' ... tIa: May I 
mow wbether Gov=ent ban eD-
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mined the priCe of foodgraln. paid to 
the cultivators In comparison with 
the price of other cash crop. and 
whether .... 

Mr. Speaker: Not two 'whethers'; 
only one 'whether' at a time. 

8hrl Rameshwar Tantla: .. , .and 
whether Government would revISe 
the price of foodgrains7 

Sbrl C. Sabramanlam: It is tor that 
purpose that We have the Agricul-
tural Price Commission; they are 
going into the parity or prices bet-
ween foodgrains and non-foodgrains 
and the agricultural and the non-agri-
cultural prices. 

~ ~... ~: tt;;n;;.rr 
'm<Il' ~ fif; '\In ~ lim ~ ~ fiI; ~ 
C'm .rn ~ 'lRi<'<l'T ~ ~ ~ f.I;lrr 
'l1n m ¥IT iff q~ '!1n:T " ~;l:1: q'll'ft<f 
"!lifT it lifrn <m>t ~ ~;nI!T - 'l1n I 

~ ~;;ft~m1fm'!iT..mrifT 

t ~ '!iT ~ w f\;rlt ~ fif; >m<rrnT 
~lI»f~f1r.t1 

Sbrl C. Sabramaalam: That is • 
general question. WhCTe thl'rc is a 
shortfall, We are tryin~ to supply as 
much as po..<sible trom the Central 
stocks. 

1ft'lt1"l1l'l'l'"~: ~~ 
i,">1r if;¥! rn if; f.,-i:t ~T fOR 'ffi ~ 
'T ~ ~ ~ '3"f ~T "'I m 
~ ~ '1ft w ~"T.non ~ ~ it 
;fu ;0;1 'Tf >nTT'l' - .. oil it, :ro<71IfT>i 
~"T~~;;j',fiI;~m ~t 
"m' ¥I'I'I if; if;R'GT qT I PI if; w' ~ 
~I 

Sbrl C. Subramanlam: In the re-
l'Cn! past. price.:; aTe coming down 

Sbrlm.tI Sa,'ltrl Ni!r.m: The han. 
Min;st~r mcntione-d. just now that 
the prices or edible oils and mustard 
'Oil are coming down. In view ot the 
fact that the price had gone up U 
mllh as 10(' 7 per oent.. what has 

been the accurate deereue In the 
price of these edible otlsT 

8hr1 C. 8abraman!am: I cannot g'lve 
the exact prioe which prevail. at 
present. U the hon. Member is in-
terested, I shall enquire and let ber 
know. 

1ft mtftr f1N : 1Jt1T 'l'tt off 1 .. 
f'l1f1l"~~~, "fI~ ;a;rofufilff:~;r 
~I ~ ~T ~ 111 ~ ~ ~ flt;m;y 
~~~~, w~"lWr, 
'ITW, ~ w.: 'f'tJ 'Iir.ff ,r" "II 
flr.m;r <f~ 1fi'I:\'Il' a, fiI;m;f ~ ;;ffir 
~ mtm- t f<~ flAT\ flr.II1 t ? 

Sbrl C. Sabramalllam: Yes; It I. for 
Ule purpose at ensuring a fair prIce 
to the producer, the faTmer, that we 
have appointed the Agricultural Price 
Commission, and I ho,!lc their recom-
mendations would be fair enoul:h for 
the producers. 

ShrI UlmmatsInhJl: Ro'strictiono 
on the tree movement or roodgrall1.1 
were put to cUTb the upward trend in 
and the rise of prices, but evcnta 
proved to the contrary, and there-
fore, I would like to know to whut 
extC'nt the restriction imposed by the 
Central Government and the variona 
State Government.s On the tree move-
m«--'nt of food grains wa, responsible 
for the rise in prices? 

Shrl C. SubralDlUllam: A. hOrL 
MrmtwTs aTe aware, as far a~ riCe tl 
concerned. We have introduced the 
zrtn;JI system from State to 8.tatl' fOT 
the !Jurpose of getting at liTe' stoctu 
for building up a buffer-stock. '1.1 
far 8'S the price of rice is conccrnf'!ct, 
we cannot .ay it is out of control 
~ a matter or tact. more or less the 
maximum prices th1.t arc ftxed aft 
the ruling prices in most or lh. Statel. 
There might be II frw poC'k(~l!; here 
and there, where, becawu? of the 
.carelty, the prices millht haVe gone 
up. ~ far a. wheat I. ~ODCeMecI, 
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tl'le whole question is under conSI-
deration, and we aTe hopine to take 
<-t decision within the next two or 
thre(> weeks. 

8hri Kapur Singh: What are the 
real causes for the shockinglv high 
rise of prices in the matter of puJaes 
and mustard oil-63'7 and 104'7 per 
cent respectively? 

Shrl C. Subramanlam: Decrease In 
production. 

1Ift~~~:~ ... r<i~ 
em ~ mmr :;rr;f<t ~ f~ 'ITIr qh: 'Iilr 
~ P" « oro i!M" mr 'IT ,.;r ~ ... n 
~ I ffi ~ 'ffiUf lfi! ~ a A; 'ITIr 
qh:..rn 'f;""",," <n::m>m:,.;rm« ~ 
~~!? 

Shri C. Subramanlam: Various rea-
Ions can be adduced, but during the 
la.t year, theTe was less of produc-
tion of milk throuihout the country 
and that is why the ghec prices nave 
gune up. Unfortunately, last year 
se~ms to have been 8 very extraorQl-
nary year in regard to production; in 
every ~('('tlor theTC lWa~ less pru-
dl1ction. 

Sh.rimatl RamduJarl Sinha: May I 
know why the Government's measu-
res hove been inpfi'cctive in holdmg 
thr price-line?' 

Shri C. Subr.una.niam: It is a major 
Question. I am sure the hon. Fin-
ant'e Mmlster will deal with thiS 
question in the budget debate. 

Shrl D. J. Nalk: May I know whe-
th.'r there are any representatives of 
the agriculturists on the Agricultural 
J'oodgrai.ns Pric(' Commi!'sion which 
has hE-pn just noW ;;et up? 

Shri C. Subramanlam: !'Io, Sir. We 
have not filled UP a1l the places in the 
Agricultural Priel' Commission; 
are considering that aspect. 

Kharif Crops 

+ r Shr~ Yashpal S~n,h: 
Shn M. L. DWlvedl: 

I Shrl Bharwat lha Azacl: 
I Shri Naval Prabhakar: 
I Shri D. N. Tiwary: 
~ Shrt Subodh Hansda: 

'1". IShrl S. C. Samanta: 
Shri Bibhutl Mishra: 
Shri K. N. T1wary: IShri Bam Sewllk Yada .. : 
Shr! P C. Borooah: 

L Shrl P: R. Chakravertl: 

wm the Minister of Food...., 
Avtcultnre be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are in a 
position to indicate the latest figures 
about the production of rice and ot!!er 
cereals during the last Kharlf season; 
and 

(b) how do these compare with the 
corresponding figures fOr the la.t 
yearT 

The Deputy MInister In the Minis-
try of FOOd and Agriculture (Shrl 
Shahnawaz Khan): (a) and (b). Firm 
estimates ot production of rice and 
other Khari! cereals have not yet 
been furnished by the States. How-
ever, indications are that the produc-
tion of rice may be around 38-5 
million tonnes a~ compared to 36-5 
million tonne. in 1983-84; that thp 
production 01 other kharif cerealg 
may be higher than last ye.,,'s by • 
million tonne •. 

11ft ~~: ffi ~~lRrOIT 
~ ~ fi!;:;r;r A; ~ it; ~oro-
1fT<: ~ ~ ('f) ffi >mvI ~ f~ ~f;;ff it 
~11P'¢ rm: P 

,"~.n:~~~) 

om ~ fi!; ~ '" 'In:"! ~ I '!i1!l ('f) 
~1Ilmf~ f~~m~'Rl~ 'I ~ l'fttr ~ ~ f~ fil;m;r '"" iIi\ 
lffr if ;oIt "" ~ ~ I 




