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Shri C. Suhramaniam: Yes, Sir. 
The State Governments have been 
asked to make arrangements with 
reference to other urban areas and 
also other scarcity areas wherever 
they think it is necessary. 

Dr. Sarojini Mahlshi: Now that 
the wheat, paddy and jowar grown in 
the villages are going out of the vil-
lages, may I know how Government 
are going to procure foodgrains and 
regularise the distribution of ration-
ing in the coming months? 

Shri C. Suhramaniam: As far as 
rice is concerned-we are procuring 
only rice-we have a levy at the 
miller's level; in some States, they 
are also considering whether they 
should have a levy at the producer" 
level. The various State Governments 
are formulating proposals just now. 
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Shri C. Subramaniam: There has 
got to be a certain amount of control 
for the purpose of managing the 
situation. As a matter of fact, we are 
trying to have the minimum amount 
of control necessary for the purpose 
of managing the situation. 

Shri D. C. Sharma: Is it not a fact 
that the lack of a uniform policy 
with regard to the cities and with 
regard to the villages, and also the 
introduction of different types of 
rationing-formal, informal and all 
kinds of things-is leading to exces-
sive rise in prices; if so, how is Gov-
ernment going to check this rise in 
prices? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: The rise in 
prices is a 'general question. It is 
because of this rising prices that we 
want to assure, particularly in large 
urban areas where there is conc:en-
tration of population, at least a mini-

mum quanti~ at controlled priceD. 

Shri D. S. PatU: May I know whe-
ther all the foodgrains promised by 
other countries haVe been received 
and .buffer stocks built up in the 
country, and whether there is ade-
quate stock of foodgrains in the coun-
try to introduce rationing throughout 
the country? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: I have al-
ready stated that there is no proposal 
to introduce rationing throughout 
the country. 

Production Of Sugar 

+ 
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Shri Bhapat Jha And: 
*508. ~ SIlree Narayan Das: 

Shri P. C. Borooah: 

Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
eultll1'e be pleased to state: 

(a) whether any estimate of the 
acreage and production of sugarcane 
in the country for 1964-65 has been. 
made; 

(b) if so, the State-wise break up 
thereof; and 

(e) the estimated production of the 
sugar based on the estimate? 

'l1Ie Deputy Minister In the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Shri D. 
R. Chavan): (a) and (b). A state-
ment showing the area under sugar-
cane for 1964-65, State-wise, accord-
ing to the all India First Estimate 
of sugarcane for 1964-65 is laid on 
the Table of the Sabha. [Placed in 
Library. See No. LT-3621/64]. Esti-
mates of production of sugarcane 
during 1964-65 are not yet available. 
but the production is expected to be 
more than last year. 

(c) The production of sugar is esti· 
mated around 30 lakh tonnes at 
present. 

Shri Bllagwat Jha Azad: May I 
know whether the acreage shown in 
the statement according to the first 
estimate indicates any improvement 
over last year and if so whether there 
is any estimate of the Government 
that therp would be any increase in 
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the production either due to increase 
in acreage or increase in the per acre 
yield? 

Shri D. R. Chavan: There is an 
increase of about four lakh acres over 
last year, that is, 55.92 lakh acres 
compared to 51.98 lakh acres last year, 
an increase of 7.6 per cent. In view 
of the timely rains and good crops it 
is estimated that there would be 8.10 
per cent increase in cane production. 

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: In view 
of the increase in production, will Ne 
be in a position to meet our internal 
consumption requirements and if not, 
how far it will fall short of our 
requirements? 

Shri D. R. Chavan: Our internal 
requirements would be about 25 lakh 
tons and with this increased produc-
tion we are likely to meet our inter-
nal consumption demands. 

Shri P. C. Borooah: What is the 
average cost of production of cane 
per maund to the grower and what is 
the margin of profit? 

Shri D. R. Chavan: I have not got 
these figures. 

Shri Bis_nath Roy: May I know 
that the cultivator is discouraged, 
because the Government is avoiding 
the announcement about the cost of 
production, to go in for better yielding 
cane and consequently for more pro-
duction of sugar and if so whether 
Government will make the announce-
ment soon? 

The Minister of FOOd and Agricul-
ture (Shri C. Subramaniam): I have 
already announced the price which 
IS much more than what it was last 
year Rs. 2 linked to a recovery of 10.4 
per cent and even for lower recovery, 
Rs. 2 is the guaranteed now. It is a 
question of parity: even now cane 
production is much more profitable 
than foodgrains production. 
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Shri C. Subramaniam: We have 
asked the likely production in each 
State and the State Governments 
have given that information. 
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Shri Himmatslnhji: How much· 
sugar will -be exported from the-
country this year and, if so, at what 
rate? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: The price 
will have to be fixed later on and we 
hope to export anything 'between 
2-3 lakh tons: it would depend upon-
our own production. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: From the state-
ment of the hon. Deputy Minister, it 
appears that the target is :lot gOing 
to be fulfilled though our internal 
consumption is to the tune of 25 lakh 
to 26 lakh tons. I want to know 
whether, in view of the shortage of 
sugar production Or the non-fulfil-
ment of our target, the Government 
would reconsider the aspect of ex-
porting sugar and see that the ex-
port is banned? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: That will be 
kept in mind. If we find that the 
production is not keeping pace with 
our requirements, we shall consider 
trying to cut down the export. 

Shri Sham La] Saraf: May I know 
whether the Government is aware 
that much more sugarcane is being 
diverted towards the manufacture of 
gur and gur prices range in the 
region of Rs. 30 per maund and so, 
may I know what steps are being 
taken to stop this diversion to the 
manufacture of gur and thereby help 
in others to get more sugar? 

Shri C. Sabramaniam: When people 
prepare gur, I do not see why we 
should stand in their way. They 
have to compete with each other and 
try to meet the needs. 
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Shri K. C. Pant: Have the Govern-
· ment received any representation 
from sugar factories in western Uttar 

· Pradesh that unless certain steps are 
taken, unexpectedly large quantities 
of cane will be diverted to gur and 

'the sugar output will fall below ex-
pectations and, if so, may I know 
what is the reaction of the Govern-

· ment to that matter? 

Sbri C. Subramaniam: There is a 
· short-notice question with regard to 
.this and I will be able to give the 
'figures then. 

Shri Ramesbwar Tantia: May 
know whether it is a fact that during 
'1962-63,' the Government's estimate 
· of sugar production was 33 lakh tons 
'while the actual production was 26 
lakh tOIlS only, and if so, may I know 

'what are the methods of calculation 
- by which result in such a big inaccu-
·.racy in the estimate and the actuals 
'may be avoided? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: That is 
'mainly because of the diversion of 
-cane for the manufacture of jlUr and 
·that is how it has happened. Now. 
· there is a greater production of sugar-
cane. Ther«lbre, we expect 1hat 

-there will ·be a greater production of 
''Sugar also this year; the production 
during the last six weeks shows that 
there has been a greater production 
"than last year. 

Shri Biblaati Misbra: May I know 
whether it is a fact that some State 
-Governments, sugar-factory owners 
and growers haVe made any repre-
'sentation to tne Central Government 
,to increase the sugarcane price to 
compete with the gur production and 

'·power crushers? 

SIui C. SubramaDiam: There has 
been no recent representation from 
,the State Governments. Before fix-
ing the price the State Governments 
-made a representation that the mini-
mum price of Rs. 2 should be main-
'tained, and we have maintained that 
price. 

Sbri A. P. Jain: May I know what, 
,according to the latest figures a vail-

able, is the percentage of recovery 
and the total production this year 
and how does it compare with the 
figures of last year? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: I am sorry I 
do not have the recovery figures im-
mediately. 

Shri A. P. Jain: Total production. 

Sihri C. Subramaniam: There is a 
short-notice question coming up; 1 
will give the figures there . 

Shri NareDdra SiD&'h Mahida: May 
I know whether the Government is 
thinking of encouraging the growing 
of beetroot and production of sugar 
from beetroot? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: We have not 
yet established the economics of beet-
root production and sugar production 
from beetroot, but there is a pilot 
project for that. 

Shri Hem Barna: May I know if 
the atttention of the Government has 
been drawn to the statement made 
by the Bihar Chief Minister to the 
effect that the Central Government's 
policy in regard to the fixation of 
price for sugarcane and the target for 
the production of sugar was confus-
ing and, if so, may I know whether 
the Government have tried to ascer-
tain from the Bihar Chief Minister 
what was the reason for making that 
statement and, if they have, how do 
they propose to correct their policy 
in the light of the Bihar Chief Minis-
ter's assertion? 

Shri C. SubrBmaniam: I have not 
seen the Chief Minister's statement 
but the price was fixed in accordance 
with the recommendation of the Bihar 
Government. 
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Shri C. Sabramaniam: I do not 
:have tme figures immediately with 
regard to the amount to be spent by 
the State Governments. We have 
generally asked the State Govern-
'ments to improve the production by 
making aVjlilable better seeds and 
better irrigation facilities. 

Shrimati Gayatri Devl: May I 
'know how far we have been able to 
capture the sugar market which has 
'been vacated by Cuba? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: Our capa-
.city to export is limited and even for 
this limited export there is a good 
.deal of protest. Therefore. there is 
no question of Our being able to 
.capture the market which was given 
':up by Cuba. 

Shri D. N. Tiwary: In view of the 
statement of the Minister that the 
.consumption will be 25 lakb tonnes 
and production 30 lakh tonnes, is 
there any possibility of doing away 
'with control and keeping our com-
mitments for export? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: There is at 
'Present no proposal to decontrol 
.sugar, but it maybe considered at a 
.later stage. 
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Shri C. Subraaanlam: I would like 
10 have notice for that. 
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