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LOK SABRA 

Monday, December 7, 1964/ 
Agrahayana 16, 1886 (Sakal. 

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the 
Clock. 

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair 1 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 
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The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Infonnatiou and Broadcasting 
IShri C. R. Pattabhi Raman): (al No 
SIT. ' 

(b) Yes, Sir. 
(c) The new suggestions made .by 

lhe Committee were mainly the fol-
lowing: 

(i) All India Radio should set up 
a permanent team of trained 
commentators. 

(ii)The scope of the Vividh 
Bharati prog'rammes should 
be broadened so as to include 
a large munber of spoken-
word items. 
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These and many other suggestions 
made by the Committee are receiving 
consideration. 
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Shri Kapur Singh: I want to know 
whether this Advisory Committee has 
any elements who ):lave sympathetic 
understanding Of the special require-
ments of suppressed languages such 
as Puniabi, Urdu and Sindhi? 

Shrimati Indira Gandhi: I do not 
think that we have really constituted 
this Committee language-wise .be-
cause, as I said earlier, the language 
is checked by many language know-
ingpeople. The purpose of this 
Committee is only to decide on the 
nature of the programmes and to see 
how they should be planned. They 
are not language experts as SUCh. 

Bhri KaPIlI' Singh: Sir, I did not 
ask whether the Committee has been 
constituted language-wise. I only 
want to know whether its personnel 
haVe a special understandin2" of the 
particular requirements of certain 
suppressed languages. 

Mr. Speaker: The answer to that 
she gave. 

Shri lDdrajit Gupta: Sir, am I to 
take it ihat the authority of this Com-

mittee to decide on what tile nature 
of the programmes will be also ex-
tends to the question of advising the 
Government as to whether commer-
cial programmes should be introduc-
ed or not? Does that also come with-
in this Committee's purview? 

Shrimati Indira Gandhi: That per-
haps has come l,efore the Reviewing 
Committee. Thi~ Committee can give 
any advice; it acts as an advisory 
committee on any subject. 

Shri Oza: May I know whether any 
attempt has been mane bv the ~v
ernment to assess Lhe extent to 
which Vividh Bharati ~as ·been able 
to attract the people away from 
Radio Ceylon? 

Shrimati IBdira Gandhi: I think We 

have attracted a large number of 
listeners, but we are making an at-
tempt to increase the listeniug public. 
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The Deputy Minister in the Minb-
~ of Defence (Dr. D. S. Baju): (a) 
Yes. S}r. 

(b) The total numr.er of Indian 
Defence personnel including <.ivilians 
from GREF etc. released by the 
Chinese is 3942. 

~~~ :it;;rr;m~~ 
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<r'h:~ ~ I 

The Minister of Defence (Shri Y. B, 
Cbavan): According to our informa-
tion, there are no prisoners in their 
hands now. 

~~~: if"1Ti1'i1T~aT~ 
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Silri Y. B. Cluvan: I have not got 
the details with me bu t I can certain-
ly give some general figures because 
I thought this information,'-

Mr. Speaker: :aut it is not relevant 
here. 
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Sihri Y. B. Chavan: According to 

the information available, 3,968 of 
oll.!' men were taken prison,,"' by the 
Chinese, Of these, 26 died jn capti-
vity. The Chio1ese returned .11 the 
prisoners including 22 dead bodies 
and the ashe;; of lour deceased 
rrisoners. 

Shri Hem Ba.:ua: It apiltars from 
the prisoners of war ret.u-nedby 
China that serious attempl." were 
made by the Chinese to brainwa~h as 
many people as possible and if so, 
may I know whether Government have 
tried to evalu:ate th" depth and 




