4191 Oral Answers
(b) the percentage by which they
are lagging behind; and
(c) the steps taken or proposed to
be taken to bridge the gap between
targets and actual production?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Shri
Shahnawaz Khan): (a) and (b).
Under the Third Five Year Plan,
year-wise targets of production for
different crops have not been laid
down. However, a statement indicat-
ing the Third Plan targets of agricul-
tural production in regard to food-
grains and the principal commercial
crops for each of the States, as also
the actual production for the years
1961-62, 1962-63 and 1963-64 is placed
on the Table of the House. [Placed
in Library. See No. LT-3268|64].

As against the targeted index
number (with base 1949-50-100) of
176 envisaged for the production of
all agricultural commodities by the
end of Third Five Year Plan, the
index number of production for
1963-64 has been 140.5. The targeted
levels of production are likely to be
reached in regard to jute and sugar-
cane. In regard to foodgrains, cotton
and oilseeds some shortfalls are
expected to occur in the Plan targets.

(¢) Another statement indicating
the measures being taken to intensity
agricultural production and to ensure
achievement of Plan targets is placed
on the Table of the House. [Placed
in Library. See No. LT-3268/64].
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L Shri Basumatari:

Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state:

(a) the measures taken for the
intensification of the Agricultural Pro-
duction Programmes in the country;

(b) whether further thought is
being given to the reorientation of
agricultural development program-
mes; and

(c) if so, the broad outlines of the
plans, if any, formulated in this
behalf?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-

try of Food ang Agriculture (Shri
Shahnawaz Khan): (a) to (c). The
Government has been giving con-

tinuous thought during the recent
past on the reorientation of agricul-
tural development programme with a
view to increasing agricultural pro-
duction within a short period. A
statement showing the measures
taken for the intensification of Agri-
cultural Programme in the country is
placed on the Table of the House.
[Placed in Library, See No. LT-3269/
64].

Shri Hem Raj: From the statement
I find that between the planned target
for the Third Plan and the final esti-
mates which have been given for
1963-64, there is a great difference in
production. May I know whether, at
least in the case of States like Punjab,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh which
are thought to be the granary pro-
vinces, any effort has been made to
find out the cause of low production
in these States?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
tural (Shri C. Subramaniam): For
the last two years, there has been
stagnation in the production. That is
mainly due to the adverse weather
conditions also. That is why now we
are taking all measures for the pur-
pose of seeing that the level of pro-
duction increases so that even under
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the adverse weather conditions the
level could be much higher. We
.are hoping this year it should be pos-
gible to have considerable additional
production particularly if the rabi
crop is also good.

Shri Hem Raj: The Prime Minister
during the debate on the no-confi-
.dence motion stated that the Govern-
ment will try to see that all the States
become self-sufficient in foodgrain
requirements. May I know what
steps Government are taking to make
each and every State self-sufficient in
food production?

Shri C. Subramaniam: I do not
think the hon. Prime Minister made
such a statement. I do not think that
it wouid be possible to make every
State self-sufficient in regard to food.

Shri K. C, Pant: May I know whe-
ther agricultural production is assess-
ed on the basis of theoretical results
-expected from certain inputs or on the
basis of crop-cuttings, and the margin
of error for which Government
allow in making this assessment?

Shri C. Subramaniam: The produc-
tion estimate is made on the basis of
random sampling crop-cutting. Before
‘that, we make an estimate of the
potential for production on the basis
-of the inputs.

Shri K. C. Pant: May I know the
margin of error for which Govern-
ment allow? )

Shri C. Subramaniam: As far as
the crop-cutting process is concerned,
the margin of error is between 1 and
‘3 per cent; it has been cross-checked
and found that it might be only bet-
ween 1 and 2 per cent. But as far as
the potential is concerned, it is only
.an estimate.

Mr. Speaker: I have submitted to
‘the hon. Ministers so many times that
when a question is put by an hon.
Member, the Ministers should have a
look towards me also and find out
-whether I am allowing the question or
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not. Sometimes, it so happens that
the Minister beings to answer it and
he goes on, though I have not allowed
the question.

Shri C, Subramaniam:

Shri Shinkre: In this case, the
question had already been allowed,
but the answer had not been given
fully., That was why the hon.
Member was repeating part of his
question which had not been replied
to.

I am sorry.

Mr. Speaker: I have to decide
whether full answer has been given
or not.

Shri D. C. Sharma: The whole
House is grateful to the hon. Minis-
ter for saying that he is giving con-
tinuous thought to this programme.
May I know the actual results of the
continuous thought that he has given
in the field of production?

Shri C. Subramaniam: As far as my
thought is concerned, it is too early
for it to yield any results.
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whether we shall use our own re-
sources or get assistance from else-
where. . . .
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Shri S. N. Chaturvedi: May I know
whether one of the main hurdles in
increasing agricultural production is
the lack of irrigation facilities, and if
80, may I also know whether the
expansion of irrigation facilities is
hampered because of short supply of
cement, and if so, how the supply of
cement is going to be augmented?

Shri C, Subramaniam: Yes, for
minor irrigation programmes, there is
a shortage of cement. We are taking
steps to see that more cement is avai-
lable for them.
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Shri Kandappan: 1s Governmen$
in a position to start soil conservatiom
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.on its own initiative without expect-
ing a major share from the farmer,
as is the case at present?

Shri C. Subramaniam: We are
‘giving subsidy for soil conservation,
and I do not think it will be possible
to increase it. After all, the farmer
also should contribute something for
the improvement of his own land.

Shri A. P. Sharma: What steps do
Government contemplate to provide
frrigational facilities in those areas,
particularly in Bihar, where there are
no such facilities at all, for the
purpose of increasing food produc-
tion?

Shri C. Subramaniam: We are
encouraging minor irrigation pro-
grammes in a big way so that wher-
ever the major irrigation programmes
are not able to reach, minor irriga-
tional facilities will be made avaua-
ble to the people.

Shri Inder J. Malhotra: How far
has the creation and functioning of
the Central Agricultural Production
Board helped in improving agricultu-
ral administration for better co-ordi-
mnation and implementation of agricul-
tural programmes?

Shri C. Subramaniam: It is now
possible to discuss across the table
between two or three concerned
Ministries and take decisions on the
basis of the understanding reached
between all the Ministries instead of
passing flles from one Ministry to
another.
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Shri C. Subramaniam: In 1961-62, .
there was a record production. I
think it was after Shri A, P. Jain's
becoming the Minister. Therefore, he
is responsible for that increased pro--
duction.
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Shri Liladhar Kotoki: May I know
‘whether the target of 100 million tons
of foodgrains to be achieved at the
end of the Third Plan still stands,
and whether Government can assure
the House that, with the steps that are
indicated in the statement, they are
confident of achieving this target by
the end of the Third Plan?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: We are very
hopeful of achieving this target, and
by the grace of God we shall do it.

Shri Koya: In the statement, at
least in the case of one State, Kerala
(item No. 6), the target is 14,651, and
the actual is only less than one-fourth.
Has the State Government given any

- explanation?

Mr. Speaker: There is too much of
noise, we are not able to follow the
proceedings.

Shri J. B. Kripalani: You indulge
in humour. What can we do?
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Shri C. Subramaniam: I do not
think the hon. Member is correct. It
is 1,465 and not 14,651. There is some
mistake.

Shri A, P. Jain: The hon. Deputy
Minister has said that they are mak-
ing arrangements for seed. What are
the requirements of wheat seed for
the whole country, and how much
have they arranged through the co-
-qperative societies and seed stores?

SEPTEMBER 29, 1964

Oral Answers 4200

Shri Bade: They have got no seed

Shri C. Subramaniam: 1 do not
think I have the figures here now,
but we are trying. For UUP. they
require seed in view of the flood
situation, and for that we are trying
to arrange from Punjab to get the
necessary seed.

Shrimati Renuka Ray: In the state-
ment, item No. 14 says that special
measures are being taken for the
current kharif crop. I would like to
know about irrigation, fertilisers etc.
I want to know, first of all, what
these measures are, and whether any
of them are outside the Plan expendi-
ture, and which States have already
taken advantage of them.

Shri C. Subramaniam: With regard
to minor irrigation, many States have
already spent whatever the Plan allot-
ment has been, and they are being
given further assistance for the pur-
pose of taking up the minor irriga-
tion programmes. With regard to
some of the special programmes which
we are taking up, all those special
programmes are being taken up out-
side the Plan, and special assistance
is being given to them.

Shri Hem Barua: May I know if
Government are aware of the fact
that in U.P., the traders have already
paid to the cultivators for the next
kharif crop, which means that the
control of the market price will be
in the hands of the traders and no$
in the hands of the Government, and
the price will continue to rise under
their monopoly? May 1 know what
steps Government have taken to see
that such a situation does not arise?

Mr. Speaker: Has Government any
knowledge about traders already pur-
chasing the grains?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: It has come
to our notice that some traders have
given advances to the cultivators. Bu$
the Government is going to take very
effective steps in the very near future.

Shri C. Subramamiam: May 1 also
give this information? We are going
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to announce a minimum price which
the farmer would be entitled to get.
This minimum price will be based on
its being remunerative and incentive.
We are going to make an announce-
ment soon and also publicise it widely
8o that no farmer will sell it at a
lower price.

Mr. Speaker: There is one problem.
The question is about those who had
already sold.

Shri C. Subramaniam: It is not a
purchase. They advance money and
that does not mean that they have
fixed a price. They agree to fix the
price at the time of harvest accord-
ing to the prevailing market rate.
‘The market rate will be indicated in
euch a way that it cannot go below a
certain level. This is for wheat and
Tice.

Shri Ranga: Have Government
thought of advancing money them-
selves to the farmers upto fifty per
cent of the value of the marketable
crop so that they need not depend up-
on merchants? Have they given up
their policy of making profits in the
sale of fertilisers to the farmers?

Shri C. Subramaniam: There are
two separate questions. Advancing of
money will be one of the functions of
the foodgrains corporation, Unfortu-
nately, the hon. Member is opposed to
State Trading Corportion ... (Inter-
ruptions).

Mr. Speaker: Next question.

Community Development Institutions

w456 ] Shri K. N, Tiwary:
‘| Shri P, R. Chakraverti;

Will the Minister of Community
Development and Co-operation be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are taking
steps to make suitable changes in
Community Development Institutions
to make these more useful for farm
programmes;

1283(Ai)LSD—2.
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(b) if so, on whai; lines; and

(c) whether an additional Develop-
ment Block officer in each block has
taken charge of agricultural develop-
ment as a specific job?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Community Development and
Co-operation (Shri B. S. Murthy): (a)
and (b). A statement is laig on the
Table of the House. [Placed in Libra-
rary. See No. LT-3270|64].

(¢) No. Neither was it intended.
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the break-up of the figures is avail=-
able with us,
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Shri B. S. Murthy: It is a recommen-
dation of the Ram Subhag Singh Com-.
mittee and those recommendations
have been accepted by all the State
Ministers when they met recently in a
conference. Therefore, we hope that
all the States are interested in putting
these recommendations into force.

Shri A. S. Saigal: May I know whe-
ther the department is getting proper
co-operation from the sister depart-
ments in the States to speed up pro-
duction?





