2419 Oral Answers

Conference on Coal Production

+

Shrimati Savitri Nigam:

Shri Solanki:

Shri Narasimhg Reddy:
| Shri M. L. Dwivedi:

Shri 8. C. Samanta:

Shri P. R. Chakraverti:

Shri Rameshwar Tantia:

Shri Indrajit Gupta:

“214.

Will the Minister of Steel
Mines be pleased to state:

and

(a) whether a conference of rep-
resentatives of coal industry and offi-
cials of Government was held recent-
ly in Calcutta;

(b) if so, the outline of the major
proposals on coal production targets
discussed at this meeting; and

(c) whether Government have
taken any final decision in the
matter?

The Minister of Steel and Mines
(Shri N. Sanjiva Reddy): (a) and
(b). Yes, Sir. The Coal Industry
was informed of the likely quantity
of coal that it may have to raise in
the remaining two years of the cur-
rent Plan, in order to meet the addi-
tiona] demand over the level of
consumptijon during the year 1963-84.
The industry was also informed of
the thinking in the Planning Group
on Coal in regard to the likely coal
demand at the end of the Fourth Plan
and the provisional production pro-
gramme in order to meet the above
requirements.

(¢) No. Decisions about the Fourth
Plan coal programme have yet to be
taken.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May I
know whether any outline of the tar-
get of the expansion programme for
the Fourth Plan has been finalized
and, if so, what has been the main
recommendation of the various work-
ing groups?
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Shri N. Sanjiva Reddy: Tentative
targets have been fixed. But they
will have to be discussed further.
Then only final decisions can be
taken.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May I
know whether we will be able to
make some exports of coal after ful-
filing the requirements of the country
during the Fourth Plan?

Shri N. Sanjiva Reddy: Small
quantities are being exported even
now. But first of all we will have
to meet our demands and then only
think about our exports.

Shri Rameshwar Tanmtla: May 1
know whether it is a fact that our
production at present exceeds the

d ds of the try and, if so,
whether Government is thinking of
revising the target of production for
the remaining period of the Third
Plan?

Shri N. Sanjiva Reddy: It is not al-
ways so. It is only in the case of
lower grades of coal there is surplus
at present. We should not take it
for granted that there is top much of
surplus. Only one month’s is lying
idle now. Therefore, we should not
reduce the targets. Anyway, the tar-
gets have been revised also.

Shri Bhagwat Jha Asad: In view of
the fact that targets of production of
coal during the Third Plan had been
revised many a time, may 1 know
whether this conference had come to
a decision that there would be no
more revision of coal production
targets during the period of the Third
Plan?

Shri N. Sanjiva Reddy: That can-
nct be assured because, as I said, only
the lower grades of coal are in sur-
plus. Coking coal and blendable
coal are necessary and we will have
to continue their increased produc-
tion.



2421  Written Answers

ot geR WX wEET : 49T I TH
& f5 Hax F7 IR SuTar A A W
Ty I AT IR ag & 5 9@ Fwr
WY 3¢ war wEw 7

Shri N. Sanfiva Reddy: I do not
know whether that will improve
matters. As it stands, we have been
able to produce in the private sector
and also in the public sector.

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO
QUESTIONS

Technical Training in Great Britain

*278. S Shri P. R. Chakraverti:
| Shri P. C. Boroosh:

'Will the Minister of Steel and
Mines be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that De-
partment of Technical Co-operation,
UK. were approached during the last
12 months for the training of Indians
in Britain for the maintenance and
operation of the new plant installed
at Durgepur Steel works;

(b) how many Indian Steel workers
have received training in UK. dur-
ing the last three years;

(¢) whether Indian Engineering ex-
perts have also received training in
UK. to make them competent to
essist the Chief Construction Engi-
neer at Durgapur; and

(4) whether arrangements have
been made for training of Indian
workers to be employed in Bokaro?

The Minister of Steel and Mines
(Shri N. Sanjiva Reddy): (a) Yes,
Sir.

(b) 107 persons received training in
the UK. during the last three years
ending December, 1963.

(¢) Engineers from the Construc-
tion Division under the Chief Engi-
neer were not sent to the UK. for
training. Engineering  personnel
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were sent abroad for training most-
ly for maintenance and operation
jobs. Till the commissioning of the
Plant some of these engineers on re-
turn from training were employed to
assist in construction work.

(d) Yes, Sir, joint preliminary
arrangements have been made by
Bokaro Steel with Hindustan Steel
for training of Bokaro Steel Workers
in the plants of Hindustan Steel.

Price of Steel

vy7g J Shri Indrajit Gupta:
"3 Shri Yashpal Singh:

Will the Minister of Steel and
Mines be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that several
decontrolled categories of steel are
being sold in Bombay, Punjab and
other places at prices much higher
than those fixed by the Joint Plant
Committee;

(b) if so, whether the aim of de-
control viz.,, to check blackmarketing,
has virtually failed; and

(c) whether it is proposed to
assume any statutory powers for en-
forcing the Joint Plant Committee
rates?

The Minister of Steel and Mines
(Shri N. Sanjiva Reddy): (a) and
(b). The prices announced by the
Joint Plant Committee are applicable
only to supplies made by main pro-
ducers direct. To these base prices
some extras for size and quality as
well as sales tax have to be added.
In the case of supplies received
through stockists, the stockists’ remu-
neration has to be added and in the
case of re-rollers products, the freight
element also has to be added. The
prices ruling in the market will
therefore be generally somewhat
higher than the JP.C. prices. In
the case of some categories, prices
have gone even below the J.P.C.





