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Mx, Bpeaker: Why should he ask
for my permission, now? When he
bad not obeyed what I had said
earlier he need not ask for further
permission, If he asks for it then I
would say that I request him to say
nothing further, and he should re-
sume his seat.

. Shri Hem Barua: May I submit for
your consideration .

Mr. Speaker: I am submitting for
the hon. Member's consideration that
ke may kindly resume his seat,

Shri Hem Barua: I agree to sit
down, but the hon, Minister has not
replied to the important point of my
question,
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Mr. Speaker: Now, next question.

Shri Hem Barua: Before you go
to the next question, I want to raise
a point of order, which is this. When
a Minister doeg not reply to a speci-
fic question put by a Member, and
you also, 1 am very sorry to say, put
down your foot on the question of
the Member concerned, what is the
remedy against that in Parliament?
The hon Minister says that she
agrees with the observation of that
committee. Basing on that, 1 put my
question whether she would be pre-
pared to take any interim measgures
t%o remedy these evils She has not
replied to that. And yet. when 1 point
it eut, I am precluded from doing to.

Mr Speaker: I do not think 1 need
answer any point of order at this
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moment, because he has saig what he
wanteqd 1o say.

Mry. Speaker: Question No. 153.
Question 152 has been transferred.

An hom Member: Question 155 may
also be taken up with it.

Mr, Speaker: Yes.
Maaufacture of Light Tanks

+
Shri Rameshwar Tantia:
Shri Onkar Lal Berwa:
Shri B. P. Yadava:
Shri Dbaon:
Shri Bishanchander Seth:
Shri Hokam Chand
l Kachhavalya:
| Shri D, C. Sharma:
Will the Minister of Defence be
pleased to state:
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(a) whether it ig a fact that Soviet
Union has agreed to give aid for manu-
facture of light tanks in India;

(b) if so, what kind of aid has been
promised;

(c) when the work for manufactur-
ing these tanks will start, and

(d) the expected annual production
of the tanks?

The Minister of Defence Production
in the Ministry of Defence (Shri A. M.
Thomas): (a) No, Sir. We have not
sought any assistance fromn the Soviet
Union for the manufacture of light
tanks in India.

tb) to (d). Do not arige,

Vicker’'s Medium Tank

[ Shri Sure;;ira Pal Singh:
*155. { Shri Indrajit Gupta:
| Stri Yashpal Singh:

Will the Minister o’ Defence be
pleased to state:

{a) whether it is a fuct that a pro-
totype of the Vicket’s medium tank.
which is to be manufactured at Avadi,
arrived in India, some time tack and
has undergone numercuc tests in
Northern India and elsewhere: and
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(b) # e0. whether the trials have
been siccessful and when the work
of manufacturing this tank will start?

The Minister of Defemce Produstion
in the Ministry of Defence (Shri A, M.
Thomas): (a) Yey Sir.

(b) The trials have been mostly suc-
cessful; certain remaining trials are ex
pected to be completed soon. The
tank factory has commenced produc-
tion in tool room, machipe shop and
plate fabrication shop.

Shyi Rameshwar Tantia: May I
know whether we are self-sufficient in
tank manufacture?

Shrt A, M. Thomas: We have not
vet reached the stage of production of
tanks.
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Shri A. M. Thomas: 1 do not think

it would be desirable to disclose the
capacity in the public interest.

Shri D. C. Sharma: May [ know if
the Government has a comprehensive
policy of manufacturing tanks like
medium and heavy tanks, and if so,
what is the blueprint which Govern-
ment has in ming and whether 1t is
getting any collaboration from other
countries of the world also?

S8hri A. M. Thomas: We have got a
comprehensive scheme for manufsc-
ture of medium tanks and also light
tanks. We have no idea of manufac-
turing heavy tanks now.

Shri Surendra Pal 8ingh: Since the
cardinal principle of military science
in the choice of a weapon by any coun-
try depends on the quality and stan-
derd of the armaments possessed by
itg potentia] enemies, may I know if
this principle was considered by the
Government before they decided to
manufacture these medium tanks on
such a large scale?

Shri A. M. Themas: Yes, we have
taken that aspect into consideration.

Oral Answers BHADRA 23, 1888 (SAKA)

Oral Answers 1384
That is why we are going in fur light
tanks aleo.
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Shri A, M. Thomas: With regard to-
Russian tanks, the hon. House is-
aware that my senior colleague, the
Defence Minister had been to Russia.
He has conducted certain negotiations
and come to certain arrangements
als. Tt is his idea to take the Housc
inte confidence at a later stage with
regurd to the trips that he has had
both to the U.S.A and the USSR.

Shri Surendra Pal Singh: May I
put my second question?

Shri Bhagwat Jha Aszad: Since the
number is not being given, may I
know what percentage of our require-
ments at present is being met by the
present capacity of production?

Shri A. M. Thomas: As | have al-
ready said, the medium tank factory
at Avadi has not yet gone into pro-
duction. It may sometime next year.

Mr. Speaker: Ordinarily no second
question is allowed to a Member who
is the sponsor of a question that was
linked with another. But he may
put a question now.

Shri Surendra Pal Singh: Will the
Vicker's medium tank be a hundred
per cent Indian product or would we
still remain dependent on Britain
for some of its components?

Shri A. M. Thomas: Some compo-
nents will certainly be imported, but
it is our idea to increase the indige-
nous content to the extent possible.
Even in the preliminary stage of
assembly of some tanks, we may be
able to have indigenous content.

Shri M. B Krishna: I3 it not a fact
that the Defence Ministry was nego-
tiating with a Japanese firm to ma:u-
facture light tanks? If zo0 15 the Minjs-
try still following the same oid prac-
tice of manufacturing ‘one equipment
through to0 many agencies?
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Shri A. M. Thomas: We aie not
having any negotiations with Japan
for the manufacture of tanks.

Shri 8, M. Banerjee: May I know
whether it is & fact that the medium
and -smaly tanky both are to be manu-
factured in the ordnance factory at
Avadi, and whether the first tank will
be on.the roads in the month of Janu-
ary, 19657

Shri A, M. Thomas: Qur schedule
wag that by the end of IV85 the first
tank would roll out, and I think the
schedule would be kept.

oY wnia fag fegtat =1 uz
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Shri A. M. Thomas: The procure-
ment as well as the manufacture of
light tanks is with a view 1o utilise
them in the mountain regions.
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Shri A, M, Thomas: As 1 havc indi-
cated in the answer itself, it 15 not our
idea to resort to manufacture of iight
tanks with the assistance of the Soviet
Union, We have not approached the
Soviet Union in that matter. We have,
as 1 have indicated, entered into cer-
tain negotiations for the purchase of
certain light tanks fromu Russia.  As
1 have said, the Defence Minister
would be making a statement on this
at a later stage.

Shri Thirumala Rao: With regard
to the answer to part (a) of the ques-
tion, may I know whether there ig any
time schedule fixed for meking these
components completely Indian?

Shri A. M. Thomas: In fact
idea is to have as much of indigenous
manufacture as possible, and even
from the very start we are trying
in that direction, and we are making
the necessary effort and producing
certain components also.

our |
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Shri Brij Raj Singh-Kotah: Are the
guns and sights of these tanks also
going to be manufactured, or are they
going to be imported?

Shri A. M. Thomas: Guns and
other things are also going to be
manufactured, . but that would be in
collaboration with some other con-
cern. For example, the gun is going
to be manufactured in colluboration
with the British War Office.

Shrl Tulstdas Jadhav: How many
tanks are there now, and how many
are required now?

Shri A. M. Thomas: It is not advis-
able to mention the number of tanks.

LA.F, Plane Crash

+
(Shrl Hari Vishnu Kamath:
Shri 8. M. Banerjee:
Shri Rameshwar Taniia:
Shri Bishanchander Scth:
Shri Dhaon:
Shri B, P. Yadiva:
Shri D. C. S8harma:
Shri Vishwa Nath Pandecy:
Shrt N. R. Lasker:
| Shri Onkar Lal Berwa:

Will the Minister
pleased to state:
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of Defence De

(a) whether the Court of Inquiry
appointed to inquire into the crash of
the LAF. Ilyushin-14 Aircraft on the
17th February, 1884 has submitted its
report,;

(b) if so, its findings and conclusions
and

(¢) whether the repcrt will be leid
on the Table?

The Minister of Defence Production
in the Ministry of Defence (Shri A. M.
Thomas): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) A statement is laid on the table
of the House. {Placed in Library. See
No. LT-3106/64).

(c¢) It is not in public interest to lay
the report on the Table.





