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Sbrl Joachim Alva: At the same 
time, they go on saying that the re-
port is coming up. 

Mr. Speaker: What answer does he 
expe:t?Next question. 

Heavy EqiDeerlD&' CorpontloD 

+ r Shri Vishwanath Pande,., I Shrl P. K. Deo: 
Shrimatl Savltri NIpm: 

·535. i Sui Yashpal SiDgb: 
Shri RamaehaDdra Ulalta: 

I Rhrl Dhuleshwar Meena: 
L Shri IDdrajit Gupta: 

Will the Minister of Industr,. aDd 
Supply be pleased to refer to the 
reply given to Starred Question 
No. 51 on the 29th May, 1964 and 
state: 

(a) whether the enquiry into the: 
flre incident at the Heavy Engineer- , 
ing Corporation, Ranchi has been: 
concluded; : 

(b) if so, the main flndings and con- i 
clusions thereof; and I 

(c) whether a report of the inquiry 
will be laid on the Table? 

The Deputy MlDlster In the Min-
Istry 01 Industry aDel SUPPly .(Shrl 
Blbudhendra Misra): <a> Yes, Sir. 

(b> The enQ.uiry disclosed that the 
fll'~ started round about 4-30 A.M. 
on the 29th January, 1964 and was an 
act of sabotage. It could not be 
brought under control reasonably ex-
peditiously dUe largely to inadequacy 
of personnel andflre flghting equip-
ment. The security arrangements 
were inadequate and .recommenda-
tions regarding fire flghting arrange-
ments so far as staff and upkeep of 
flre fighting services are concemtod, 
had not been followed. 

(c) Yes, Sir. 

,,' ~" ~ :.q: ;;:r.;.rr 
~(f1' ~ fit; ~'T ~~ i mr f I!iT 

~gm'l'T? 

Sbrj BlbudheJUlra MIsra: The loss 
was estimated to be Ra. 35 lakhs. 

1ft' ~ 1f1'iqo: ~ ~ ~
lfU d'c qq g{ ~, ~ ~~ 1fT Ifl:IT 
~r ~r IIilfw Itil ~"'MI'I{l 
rn 'tiT. ltiIlI' mrr tJlIT 'fT ? 

The Minister of Heavy EQlDeering 
in the Ministry of Industry and 
Supply (Shri T. N. BiD&'h)~. An ex-
Judge of a High Court, Shri 8. 
Mukerjee, was appointed to inquire 
:n1o it. 

Rhrimati SavHrI NIp.m.: Has the 
exclusive resPonsibility for theubo-
tage, and the carelessness on account 
of which no arrangement was made 
for fighting the flre been fixed? U 
yes, what actiQn hall been taken 
against thOSe particular persons? 

Shri T. N. Singh: According to Mr. 
Justice Mukerjee's report, it is a 
.:ase of sabotage. Action is being 
t.aken against all persons Who are 
mentioned in the report. 

Shrimati Savitrl Nigam: Half of 
my question has not been answered; 
about fire fighting. May· I 'know 
why Government has not been extra-
ordinarily careful to \:!lake tha t ar-
rangement? 

Shri T. N. Singh: The defects were 
noticed as a result of this committee's 
report, and T can assure the House 
that appropriate action to strengthen 
fire fighting and security arrange-
ments have been taken. 

Mr. Speaker: I have said SO many 
times that the Minister, before an-
swering,· should lbok towards me· 
also .... 

Shri T. N. Sin&"~: I epologise. 

Mr. Speaker: . . . though ill the 
present case I do concede that as 
against the lady he would not 1001; 
towards me! .. 
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-ft~~IRT~~ 
~tf.w;~~ ~ ih)~q'(1T 
~ lIiT IRT lffi'T v:rr I ~ it ~ 
~itlfT~~I~ otoli 
rn2;;r lIiT 1f1lI\'IT en ~ v:rr ? 

~~:~tqTtf.w; 
hmr v:rr I m1i q-rf t I 

~ ~ Mt : ~) ri; q'(1T ~ 

lIlT ~ ;m:vr '"? 

wi\' "'. 'IT. fW( :~ ~ it; m: 
it ~h~"",TlfU it t ~ ~ ~ 
qffi'~tfil;m~ v:rr I p-U it; 
m: it q1fT ~ "\II' ~ t I q1lT 
'"" m t.T gt:t ~ ~ rrr v:rr I ~ 
q'(1T it; m it ~ ~ fW ~'IT 
IIIfo;f t I 

Sbri KIm-chandra UIaka: May I 
know the number of 'persona who 
actually died in the accident, and 
the nature and extent of the assis-
tance provided to the families of the 
persons who died? 

8hri T_ N. SiDIb: This is a ques-
tion of a fire. Nobody died in the 
fire. 

.8brl IDdrajit Gupta: Is it 18. fact 
that this ex-Judge carried out the en-
quiry handicapped by the fact that 
he was not invested with· the power 
ot compelling the attendance of wit-
nesses or taking evidence on oath, 
and if that i8 90, may I know what 
steps Government prOlpole to take 
now to identify tbe mi8creanta who 
were responsible tor thill sabotage? 

8brl T. N. SIDJ'b: The enquiring 
Judge has mentioned 1\0 III.ICh handi-
capped from whlleb he suffered. He 
seems to have lOt all the ~ 
that wu required. . 

SJui IIuJrajIt Oapta: The 
part of my question is what 
will be taken to identify the 
creants. 

Mr. Speaker: He said he was 
handicapped because lIle had not the 
powers· to su.m.moD witnesses. 'nle 
Minister says he had all those powers. 

Slut IIIc1rajlt Oll)llla: Did Govern-
ment invest him with those powers? 

ShrI T. N. SlDrb: He has not ,been 
handicapped in getting the evidence 
of anybody from whom he wanted it. 

Sbrl IDdraJlt Gupta: I want a 
straight answer. Had he tlhe powers? 

Shrl T. N. SIDch: They were all 
willingly available for conducting the 
enquiry. There is no question of any-
body backing out. 

Mr. Speaker: The question is whe-
ther in the enquiry that was entrusted 
to the Judge, he was empowered to 
summon witnesses and take evidence. 
and whether he did record any evi-
dence. 

Sbrl T. N. Sblrll: About tibia de-
tail. I will have to find out. 

wi\' ~ '"" : q~. 1M' lift' it 
~ fit; q'(1T lIiT lffi'T ~ 'IT I 
~ 1ft ~ fit; fW m it; fftTq; 
mont ~ ;J(1' ~ t I tt ~'iI"IT "ITf6T 
j f.w; ~ ~ m ~, ~ ifill ~ 
~ it fW ~ l'I"tm lIiT ~ ,111' 
IPf1' I ~wt,Mli~~it;mit? 

8brl T. N. SiDrb: I am laying .the 
report on the Table ot the House, and 
all the detaiill would be available to 
the House. 

Dr. L. M. 8bqhvl: We would like 
to know as to what steps permanently 
h8iVe ·been taken to streamline ~
rity arrangements in all the public 
sector undertakings as. a result of the 
disclosures and findings of this in-
vestigation. . 
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Sbri T. N. SlDch: There !bas been 

a suggestion of having one unified 
Central security agency-that pro-
posal is under examination-for vari-
ous public sector projects, not only 
projects that cOllIe under this Minis-
try. 

Dr. L. M. SiDl"bvi: We would likel 

to know what has been done. We 
know the suggestion that has been 
made. 

Mr. Speaker: . That is under con-
sideration. 

IYut Bbapat Jha Asad: The re.-
port mentions about inadequacy of 
the fire fighting personnel and the 
equipment and the negligence of the 
security officers. May I know what 
arrangements were made and why 
after making arrangements, the second 
fire took pliace? 

SIIri T. N. Slncll: Fires can happen 
eVeD when the best of arrangements 
are made, but in this case, I may ex-
plain the <:~rcwnstance8. The custody 
room in which this occurred was 
closed. It was discovered as soon as 
smoke came out, and within 25 
minutes, the fire was brought under 
control. Therefore, the arrangement> 
in regard to fl.re-fighting etc. were 
good, so far as I can see. 

Shrl Bba&"Wat Jha Azad: Is that 
the answer to my question? The re-
port says about the inadequacy of the 
fire-fighting personnel and the equip-
ment and the negligence on the part 
of the security officers. I wmlted to 
know whether a·Cltion was taken on 
this report and it so how it is that a 
second fire took place. 

Shri T. N. SUIP: I have already 
stated that action ia being taken on 
the recommendations of the report to 
strengthen flI:e..1lghting arranrementll 
and the result wt88 that the second 
fire. was brou.gbt quickly under con-
trol;.·1 have also laid that it 'is IVery 
cWII.eult to say that no' fire at all will 
OIlCUr even ·with the beat of preeau-
ticms. 

8l1l'i- A.. P. 811arma: What apeciflo 
action has' been takeri against those 
penona who have been after eiqUiry 

found ~ for acta of sabotage 
and m.akiDc insufficient security 
arrangements? 

SIui T. N. SJDP.: This ~rt was 
received by us about a month and a 
half ago; we have taken action against 
all thE' individuals and persons men-
tioned in this case .. (lnterrv.ptiona) 
Let me finish my answer. It is not 
possible to detail all these <:UeS; hon. 
Members will ftnd that in the report. 
III certain CMe8 action bas ,been IN«-
gested to the authorities that they 
either remove or punish the pel"llOll 
concerned according to the various 
grades of their offences. In certain 
cases the officers concerned are no 
longer in senvice. 

·Shri A.. P. SIIa.rDMl: But they have 
been promoted. 

Shrl T. N. SlDch: Wherever they 
are in service the authorities concern-
ed there have been informed of the 
remarks and observations of this com-
mittee. 

Shri Bllarwat Jha Asad: Have 
they been promoted? 

·Shrl T. N. 81nrb: In one case, ollf. 
of the officers conoernecl left Ranchi 
after this incident and.be WilS posted 
to another position. He has rot a 
higher salary. That is a fact. 

Sbri P. B.. Patel: If sabotage was 
the cause of the labour trouble, what 
action has been taken to stop labour 
trouble in the public sector? 

Shri T. N. SiDlrh: It is true that 
certain differences there ,between the 
labour leaders and the others may 
have had its contributory influence 
but it is very difficult to pin-point the 
exact persons .... (Intern£ptions.) 

·Shri- Nath Pal: Be more precise. 

sui T; N. 81Dc'h:. If there is dis-
turl>anoi! like this, I lose the thread. 
I should be permitted to h~e my say. 
I forgot the question. 

SIIrII'. L Patel: I wanted to know 
the stepa taken to stop labour trou-
ble. 
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Shri T. N. 8iagh: During the last 

Ii months We have been takin, special 
CIBl'e to understand the problems and 
remove any ot their grievances wher-
ever we have noticed them. The 
problem there is that the labour 
union is split up into three parties. 
(lnte1TUptions.) 

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. Fire 
is there but the extinguising appara-
tus is inadequate. I can.."lot keep 
order .. (lnterru.ptions) I am talking 
of this atmosphere. 

Shrl T. N. Sln&'h: There are three 
factions in the labour union there. 
Not only that. One of the factions 
has gone to the High Court and got a 
writ suspending the operation of the 
other. This is our problem. Without 
an organised labour union functioning 
in full force. obviously there are 
difficulties. 

8hrl Hem Ba.rwL: May I know if 
the attention of the Government has 
been dI':iwn to the following press 
report which says as follows: 

"The judicial probe is also 
understood to have made severe 
comments on the cOnduct of cer-
tain trade unionists as also the 
inCllusion of State power politics 
in the t~ade ~nion field. It also 
sharply pin-pointed the existence 
of factional forces and intrigues 
at the executive level in the BEe 
set-up." 

If so, lllIlly I know what the Govern-
ment have to say in the face of this 
statement? 

Shri T. N. SiDcb: Obviously the 
reference is to whatever has alreadY 
been stated in .the judge's report. 
All aemon that we can pibly take 
is being taken. I can assure the hon. 
Member of 'that. 'But in regard to 
cert'lin thi~ which ~ of a, 10ng-
duration nature, 10ng-tenn action is 
to be taken and that will produce re-
sults only after a time. Some ~mme
diate action such as taking discipli-
nary action against 'ilidlviduals, etc. 
is being taken. 

Mr. Speaker: Next question. 

Some Bon. Members rOBe--

Shrimatl TarkeBhwari SIDha: May 
I know ... 

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. I have 
called the next question. The lady 
should not enter into the fire! 

Bokaro Steel Project 

+ 
-536. J Shri BamaebaDdra Ulaka: 

L Shri Dhulesbwar Mee ... 

Will the Minister of Steel and 
Mines be pleased to refer to the replY 
given to Starred Question No. 898 on 
the 300 April, 1964 and state: 

(a) the stage at whioh tlhe negotia-
tions with Dastur and Co. about the 
consultancy lee and the scope of con-
SUltation about the Bokaro Steel Pro-
ject stand at present; 

(b) whether the tenns and condi-
tions of the oonsultancy agreement 
have been finalised; and 

(c) if so. the precise nature of the 
agreement? 

The M1nlster of Steel and Mines 
(Shri Sanjiva Reddy): (a) to (c). A 
statement is laid on the Table of the 
House. 

STATEMENT 

In reply to Staned Question No. 898 
on the 3rd April, 1964, tile former 
Minister of Steel, Mines and Heavy 
Engineering ,hrad stated that the 
tenns and conditions of the consul-
tancy agreement were in final stages 
of negotiation with Dastur and Com-
pany and that they were expeC'ted to 
be finalised very shortly. In reply to 
one of the supplementanes, the Min-
i&terhad stated that an estimate of 
the to1ml amount of fees to ~ paid 
to Messrs Dastur and Company for 
the work, had been made, but It was 
under negotiation, and that as soon 
as negotiations were over end the 
agreement finalised, he would be able 
to give 1lhe' information. Il'his .Eur-
ance was gWen by 'my p!'edeceSSOr in 
the light of, the then existin, cireum-
atances. 




