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The niuister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri C. Subramaniam): (a)
Four Vanaspati factories in North
India have temporarily suspended
production, two on the 13/14th of
September and two on the 20/21st
September for want of oil.

(b) The price of til oil in Delhi
has remainded fairly constant during
recent months, There has, however,
been some increase in the price of
mustard oil due to the difficult sup-
ply position resulting from the short-
fall in the current year’s mustard
crop.

(c) Export of groundnut and other
edible oils has been banned. To aug-
ment the gil supplies available to the
Vanaspat: industry, import of 75,000
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tonnes of soyabean o0il from the
U.S.A. under P.L. 480 is being nego-
tiated.
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Shri C. Subramaniam: As ] have
already stated, when we found the
difficult supply position, we banned
the export of groundnut oil. This is
only a temporary phenomenon be-
cause by the 15th October the new
crop will start ariving and then the
situation is bound to improve.

Mr. Speaker: Has there really been
an increase in the price of pure ghee
as a consequence of this?

Shri C. Subramaniam: No, Sir; not
much of an in:rease. According to the
figures available with me, it is cons-
tant at Rs. 7.50 per kilQ.
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Shri C. Subramaniam: Some export
has taken place during this year and
if that had been available. naturally,
to that extent. the pnsition would
have been more favourable. But ex-
ports also hare to take ploce for the
purpose of earning some foreign ex-
change because there is pressure om
foreign exchange also.

Shri Jashvant Mehta: May I know
whether this vear there has been a
rise in prices of eroundnut -l due to
the export of oil and whether the
Government will tell us that in future
their policy will be to see that there
fs no wide disooritv between the
price which agriculturists receive and
what the consumers pay and that the
agricu'turists get a remunerative
price and th> consumers also get 1]
at a cheaper rate?

Shri C. Subrapmaniam: Noadays,
the market prices are very wegpuﬂ-
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lished and the producers are also be-
coming conscious of the price which
they are entitled to get. In addition
to that, the Government are trying
to ensure that producers are able to
get prices which they are entitled to
taking into account the consumers’
price,

Shri Jashvant Mehta: What about
their future policy?

Mr. Speaker:; The policy would be
studied at some other time.

Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah: May 1
know if the increase in price of vanas-
pati is not only due to the rise in the
price of groundnut oil but also the
monopolistic attitude of the vanaspati
licence holders in not allowing the
idle capacity to work and if that is so
whether the Government is going to
revise the policy and encourage sich
of the people who want to set up
vanaspati factories?

Shri C. Subramaniam: Now, as a
matter of fact, the vanaspati facto-
ries are not working to full caparity
for want of oil. If oil is availalle,
certainly they will work to the opti-
mum capacity.
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Shri C. Subramaniam: With regard

to speculation, that is why .forw.at"d
trading was banned during this crisis.
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Now, in view of the better prospects,
the forward trading has been allowed
in the case of groundnut and ground-
nut oil because that will also have an
influence on the price. As a matter of
fact, after the forward trading has
been opened, the prices have come
down a little.

Shri P. R. Patel: I am of the opi-
nion that there should be no zonal
restrictions. However, even though
the zonal restriction on groundnut
oil was put by Gujarat State, it is
not able to give more than 100 grams
per head and is it a fact . . .

Mr. Speaker: Order, order; first &
speech and then a question. He first
stated his opinion; his opinion is not
to come now.

Shri P, R. Patel: Even though there
are restrictions on export, the distri-
bution of oil in Gujarat is not more
than 100 grams per head. Is that a
fact?

Shri C. Subramaniam: If the hon.
Member wants to inform the ‘House
that in spite of that prohibition of ‘he
export from Gujarat there is still
scarcity, that is the information 1
have received.

Shri Shivaji Rao S.” uveshmukh:
Another factor contributing to the
high cost of vanaspati is also adul-
teration before hydrogenation. Why
does not the Government propose to
stop it at the stage of purification of
oil before hydrogenation?

Mr. Speaker: That is a suggestion,

Food Situation in Kerala
+ ;

( Shri Maniyangadan:
| Shri Umanadth:

Shri Imbichibava:

Shri Koya:

Shri P. Kunhan:
LShrl S. M. Banerjee:

Will the Minister of Food and
Agriculture be pleased to state:

(a) whether it has come to the
notice of Government that there is an

S.N.Q. 9.





