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evolved a scheme for utilising Coke 
Oven Gas more efficiently with a view 
to increasing its productivity; 

(b) if so, what are the special fac-
tors that will reduce coke consump-
tion rate; 

(c) whether the plant Authorities 
have decided to set up a sintering 
plant in the Steel Works; and 

(d). if so, what is tlhe estimated re-
duction in the cost of production from 
the operation of the sintering plant? 

The MbUster of Steel, Mines and 
Beavy EngineeriDg (Shri C. Subra-. 
manIam): (a) and (b). Coke oven gas 
is already 'being used at Durgapur as 
fuel in the various furnaces. A new 
means is however being developed to 
cOI!Ilpress the surplus Coke oven gas 
and inject it into the blast furnace. 
It is likely to economise the consump-
tion of coke to some extent. 

(c). and (d). Yes, Sir, the Sintering 
Plant is however not expected to re-
duce much the cost of production but 
it will help to utilise considerable 
quantities of iron ore fines and coke 
Iweeze. 

Shri P. R. Chakraverti: May I know 
whether it is a fact that Durgapur· 
supplied to Bengal 5 million eft. of 
gas per day while the Oriental Ga3 
Company said that they have got 30 
per cent less? What is the result of 
the enquiry which has been held re-
cently at Bally? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: From our 
steel plants we are not supplying gas 
to outside agencies. 

8hri P. R. Chakraverti: May I.know 
tlhe effects ot-the study of the systems 
that exist in U.S.A. and U.S.S.R. for 
their introduction here. How far will 
they help to increase the eftI.ciency in 
production? 

Shri O. SubramaDiam: Coke oven 
gas is sometimes surplus. That is being 
wasted nOW. By this process of com-
pressing it and injecting it into the 
blast furnace it will be fully utilized 

lllld to that extent coke consumptbn 
will go down. Therefore, tlhe econo-
mies are bound to improve. As this. 
is in the trial stage we cannot gIve-
exact figures. 

Shrimati SaviUi Ni(am: When the 
new methods are adopted, what would: 
be the actual saving'! 

8hri C. SubramaDiam: I have a!--
ready said that tlhis is being tried just 
now. So, we would not be able to-
give the exact figures. 

Tyre Manufae*DriJlg Firms 

-119. Shri S. M. Banerjee: Will t"le 
Minister oflDdustry be pleased te-
state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that further 
licence has been given to foreiltn tyre 
manufacturing firms in India re;:entIy 
for expansion; 

(b) whether this !bas affected the 
growth of manufacturing capacity of 
tyre of the Indian firms; and 

(c) if so, what protection is being 
giyen to the Indian tyre industries? 

The Minister of Industry (Shri 
Kanungo): (a) Nu licences haVe been 
issued recently to foreign tyre com-
panies for expansion. 

(b) and (c). Do not arise. 

8hri S. M. Banerjee: I want to know 
what specific protection has been 
given to the Indian firms for manu-
facturing tyres against competition 
bI British and other foreign firms? 

Shri Kanungo: There is no British 
firm as such. Certain new companies 
came into the field to manufacture 
tyres lately, in the last few years. 
They have been allowed a rebate of 
11 per cent in excise duty. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: If there are 
no British companies, what about th~ 
foreign companies like Dunlop and 
Firestone? Is it a fact that the prices of' 
the tyres manufactured by the Indian 
ftrms are fixed in relation to the prices: 
of the other foreign firms and no sub-



l:263 Ora.! Answers JYAISTHA 15, 1886 (SAKA) Oral Answers 1264 

sidy or protection is given to ~he 

Indian firms? 

Shri KanllDgo: There is no price 
fixation. Every manufacturer is en-
titled to fix any price !he likes. In 
th~ case of new undertakings whic"l 
-eame into the field lately, they sought 
~1ief on the ground that their cost of 
production is hildher and marketing 
~rrangements are not elaborate So, 
relief in the form of rebate in excise 
-duty !has been given to them. 
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Shri Kanungo: There is no control 
~f price of tyres. As a matter of fact, 
the demand has lessened because a 
large number of vehicles have gone 
of!' the road after the emergency. 

'It) ~rql"U'R : "'~r !f~ 2'1'l'>::T <f.T 
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Slut KaJumco: There has been aft 
increase in price after de-controL I 
have not got the exact figures. 

Sbri lbMIraJit Gupta: The Minister 
hu just now said that after the 
emergenCy a number of vehicles have 
cone off the road. May I know the 
reason for this peculiar phenomenon? 

ShrI Kanango: Because many of the 
vehicles on the road were requisition-
ed by both civil and military authori-
ties. 

ShrilDdrajit Gupta: But are they 
running without tyres? 

Mr. Speaker: Next I question. 

Shrl IDc1raJIt Gupta: Even after re-
quisition they would be needing tyres 
for operation. This question is about 
tyres. 

Shri Kanungo: BU/ their use has not 
been as extensive as before. 

Transport of Coal by Rive.r 

+ 
'181 f Shri Indrajit Gupta: 

"1. Shri Maheswar Nailt: 

Will the Minister of Steel, MiDeII 
and Heavy Engineering be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
plan to use river transport for mov-
ing coal has now been abandoned; 

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and 




