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Shri P. C. Borooah: May I know
whether it is a fact that while Indian
textiles exhibited in the world fair
have been able to attract the special
attention from the American ladies,
the businessmen are not tempted to
import Indian textiles and, if so, what

* steps have been taken to remove this
resistance?

Shri Manubhai Shah: Regarding
the second part of the question, no
resistance has been known to us, As a
matter of fact, last year we have sold
nearly 25 million dollars more worth
of goods in the United States. More
and more goods from India are find-
ing better and better markets in USA.
Al]l the efforts, with which the House
ig fully familiar, are being taken to
promote international trade.
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Mr, Speaker: I do not allow that.
That hag already been discussed.
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Steel Prices

*177. Shri Subodh Hansda: Will the
Minister of Steel, Mines and Heavy
Engineering be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any change in
steel prices since it was decontrolled;

(b) if so, to what extent; and

(c) whether the price was not fixed
before it is released for free sale?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Steel, Mines and Heavy Engi-
neering (Shri P, C, Sethi): (a) and
(b). A statement is laid on the Table-
of the House. [Placed in Library.
See No. LT-2947/64].

(c) The prices of free categories
were fixed and announced by the
Joint Plant Committee simultaneously
with the announcement of decontrol’
on 1-3-1964
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‘Shri Subodh Hansda: I find from the
statement that the price has increased
from Rs. 0 to Rs, 30 per tonne in
various categories. I would like to
know whether this increase has been
made due to cost of production or
due to the excise duty levy?

Shri P. C. Sethi: The prices have
increased on account of various other
“factorg also. Incidence of excise duty,
freight element, etc. are some of the
-factors.

Shri Subodh Hansda: May I know
"whether there is adequate supply of
-.steel in the free market to stop undue
rise in prices?

-Shri P. C. Sethi: The supply posi-
‘tion is better in regard to decontrolled
~products, except rounds below 12 mm.
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Shri Indrajit Gupta: I find from
the statement that the prices of most
of these items of steel products have
been increased twice already since
decontrol. The prices ruling in Feb-
rvary were changed once between
March and April and again on 13th
April they have been revised and .
each time there is a sharp increase, I
would like to know what is the reason
for these frequent increasess¢ being
sanctioned in this way. Does that not
defeat the purpose of decontrol, which
was stated to be to prevent prices
from being quoted in the black mar-
ket?

The Minister of Steel, Mines and
Heavy Engineering (Shri C. Subra-
maniam): When the prices were re-
vised on 1-3-1964, only the increage in
excise was taken into consideration
and no increase in price wag added as
far as the producers were concerned
because they wanted to cxamine what
increase should be given to meet the
requirements of the situation, parti-
cularly in the public-sector projects,
which were rurning at s loss on ac-
ccunt of the uneconomic price. That is
why the Joint Plant Committe= consi-
dered the whole aspect and fixed the
prices giving on an average an in-
crease of Rs, 30 per tonne of steel
produced in the various projects.

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: May I know
whether the measureg implemented by
the Government in pursuance of the
recommendations made by the Raj
Committee have been assessed or are
being continuously assessed with a
view particularly to arrest any fur-
ther rise in prices and to make these
commodities more readily and freely
available?

Shri C. Subramaniam: There are
two aspects of this question. One is
the producers’ price at which they
would sell. Most of the major re-
quirementg are purchased direct from
the producers. Therefore, they would
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conform to the prices which have been
fixed by the Joint Plant Committee.
Ag far ag the retail price is concerned,
no doubt, there is 3 slight fluctuation,
particularly taking into account the
demand at the particular point of time
“and the supply position. After all,
when there is de-control market con-
ditions will have to prevail

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May I know
whether the Government is aware
that since de-control various varieties
cf steel have disappeared from the
market? May I know whether any
arrangement has been made by the

‘Government to determine the results”

of de-control?

Shri C. Subramaniam: I do not think
the sugestion of the hon. Member that
some varieties have disappeared from
the market is correct, because there is
no necessity for them to disappear. It
is only in a controlled eccnomy that
things disappear. Now, even those
gtocks which were not available be-
fore, I am told, are coming to the
market,
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Shri D. C. Sharma: If this partial
«de-control of some of the steel items
has woked very well, will the Gov-
-ernment be prepared to de-control all
the itemg of steel manufacture gra-
dually and slowly?

Shri C. Subramaniam: The items
‘were de-controlled on the basis of
sufficient availability. Unfortunately,
some products are still in short sup-
‘ply. When the supply position im-
‘proves, de-control of those cate-
gories also may be considered,
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Shri S. M. Banerjee: May I know
whether it is a fact that the require-
ments of pig iron of the wvarious
States have not been fully met and
black
market at very high and exorbitant
prices? If so; what steps do the Gov-
ernment contemplate to take to see
that the production of pig iron impro-
veg in this country?

Shri C. Subramaniam: That is an
entirely different question.
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" Durgapur Steel Plamt

+
. .mIShrl P. R. Chakraverti:
178.9 Shrimati Savitri Nigam:

Will the Minister of Steel, Mines
and Heavy Engineering be pleased to
state: r

(a) whether it is a fact that the
Durgapur Steel Plant Authorities have





