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Shri Alagesan: I only said it is an
estimate, I am not able to say whe-
ther it will go up or not.
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Shri Priya Gupta: The Minister
said that there were some soil-bearing
difficulties and some other hindrances
were there. May I know whether all
this was not examined prior to ap-
proving the scheme and what are the
improvised methods to overcome
these soil difficulties and to instal the
machinery and what is the extra
expenditure involved for that.

Shri Alagesan: It is not a question
of extra expenditure. The collabora-
tors were not satisfied with soil
conditions. They wanted a second
examination. We have asked M/s.
Cementation India Ltd. to go into the
whole thing and on their report the
foundation designs will be made by
our collaborators, It is not a ques-
tion of extra expenditure. Supposing
we had gone for a defective site, then
it would have meant extra cost.
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| Shri B. P. Yadava:
Shri Dhaon:
Shri Vishwa Nath Pamdey:
Shri D. J. Naik:

Will the Minister of Education be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a cent-
ral planning group has been consitu-
ted to prepare the broad outlines of a
perspeciive plan to cover next fifteen
years ;

(b) if so, the composition of the
group and the precise nature of job it
has to perform; and

(c) when the group will go into all
the stages and aspects of education
and submit its report?

The Minister of Education (Shri
M. C. Chagla): (a) to (c). A state-
ment is laid on the Table of the House
[Placed in Library, See No, LT-2805/
64].

st fagmax Sa® oMW, ™
wede ¥ fagr mom 2
“It will submit its recommen-

dation separately on each issue
taken up for study so that early
implementation will be possible.”

F ag wiaM S g B osw e
gy & @wa gew pqw @ § 7
What are the chief issues and will
it also go into the question of imple-
mentation?

Shri M. C. Chagla: There are no
specific issues. The idea is that this
working group should think of the
Fourth Five Year Plan and what
shape education should take in the
coniext of the future projecting upto
1980 or 1081. It is a small working
group which meets once in two months
ang considers different aspects of edu-
cation. Working papers are prepared
and we are really thinking of how
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education should evolve in the Fourth
Plan.
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Shri M, C. Chagla: The question of
expenditure on education was taken
up at the State Education Ministers
Conference and the Conference unani-
mously resolved that the Centre should
be pressed to spend more on educa-
tion. The Kher Committee recommen-
ded 20 per cent to be spent by the
States which they are carrying out.
The Centre is spending 4 per cent as
against 10 per cent. Today, amongst
all the countries of the world, India
is the most backward as far as the
expenditure on education is concerned.

Shri D. J. Naik: From the statement
1 find that there are fundamental
issues involved in the long-term
and short-term development of edu-
cation in India which will be consi-
dered by this group. I would like to
know what are those fundamental
issues so far as secondary educalion
and primary education is concerned?

Shri M. C. Chagla: The fundamental
issue in regard to primary education
is to attain the consitutional objective
that every child from the age of 5
to 14 years should get free and com-
pulsory education, We are far from
that -target yet and the question is
how to implement tihat. There are
issues, how to improve teachers’ trai-
ning and how to have necessary buil-
dings for schools. These are the prob-
lems. The issue is clear that we must
attain the constitutional objective laid
down in our Constitution.

About secondary education, empha-
sis i3 on more colleges, Dbetter
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teachers, more science education,
more diversification, better text-books
and all that. These are some of the
problems.

Shri P. R. Chakraverti: May I know
whether Government appieciate the
fact that in making a broad outline
of this plan, the first thing which is
essential is to remove hierarchy and
introduce a measure of auionomy
and the second is to have a unified
scale of pay for the people concerned
so as to remove frustration?

Shri M. C. Chagla: I entirely agree
with the hon. Member. One of our
objectives is to have uniform scales
of pay for all teachers, but there
the States have to pay. What the Union
Government do is to offer 50 per cent
assistance, but the States have no
resources even to pay 50 per cent.
That is one of the big problems that
we have to face.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May 1
know whether this working group is
considering how the salaries of the
various teachers will be increased in

. order to provide them wilh minimum

hasic wages?

Shri M. C. Chagla: I have just
told the other hon. Member that we
are offering 50 per cent grant, but
the States have not got the resources.
We are now considering whether we
should do away with these matching
grants and give outright grants to
the States if the Finance Ministry
will agree.
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I am referring to the remodelling
of the policy of education.

Shri M. C, Chagla: Yes, we shall
certainly look into it. Education
without character is no education at
all. The working group will certain-
ly look into the questions of student
discipline and character-building in
schools and colleges.

&t femm q@amw o fem o a@y
Tt 97 oA aF w1 foig
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Shri M, C. Chagla: I do not know
whether any decision will be taken
as regards the medium of instruction.
There is no question of the medium
of instruction in the secondary schools,
because that will be the mother-
tongue. The question is about the
medium of instruction in the univer-
sities. Different States have diffe-
rent ideas, and I do not know whether
it will be possible to have a common
medium of instruction in all the uni-
versities in India.

Shri Ranga: Has the possibility of
the Centre alone giving their share to
the teachers by way of increase in
salaries been considered, especially in
those cases where the State Govern-
ments are not in a position to give
their share, provided the teachers
would be satisfled with the 50 per cent
that the Union Government would be
willing to give?
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Shri M. C. Chagla: The difficulty
is this, If we give an outright grant
to one State, the other States will
say that there is discrimination. The
majority of the States have been able
to find the resources and accept 50
per cent grant from the Centre. But
some States, as, for instance, Bihar,
are not in a position to do so. What-
ever policy we follow must apply
uniformly to all the States. We can-
not favour one State as against the
other.

Mr. Speaker: The hon, Member's
question is different. He wants to
know whether the Centre would be
prepared to give their share of 50
per cent, irrespective of the fact whe-
ther the States would give their share
or not, provided the teachers would
be satisfied with that 50 per cent
which the Centre would be prepared
to give.

Shri M. C. Chagla: The hon. Mem-
ber would realise that that would be
an outright grant to that extent, What-
ever grant we may give, and what-
ever be the increase in the salary, 50
per cent must be borne by the States.
That is the present policy, and that is
my difficulty.

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: May I know
whether the committee or group has
already made any recommendations
on any of the fundamental issues,
some of which, we are told, have
already been considered by them, and
it so, whether the recommendations
also touch upon the possibility of
increasing the Centre’s contribution
and formulating and implementing
educational programmes in the
country?

Shri M. C. Chagla: Yes. I am very
happy- to state that at the Education
Ministers’ Conference, all the Educa-
tion Ministers were agreed that the
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Centrally sponsored schemes should
be vastly expanded so that we shall
be in a position, so long as we get the
concurrence of the Finance Ministry,
to implement many schemes from the
Centre, pay for them and implement
our own policy.

Shri D. C. Sharma: On what basis
is this working group selected and
how far does it conform to the oft-
repeated proposal of the Education
Minister that he will associate teachers
with it?

Shri M. C. Chagla: We have some
teachers there; for instance, Shri
Natarajan has been closely associated
with teaching.

Shri D. C. Sharma: He is not a
teacher. !

.

Shri M. C. Chagla: In selection of
anybody, it is difficult to satisfy all
fnterests. But upto a point it has got
to be done.

Shri D. C. Sharma: Mine is a simple
question. If the hon. Minister says
that he will associate teachers with
these things, I would like to know
what  teachers have been  asso-
ciated with this working group.

Shri Sheo Narain: On a point of

order. There is one important
point . . .
Mr, Speaker: Order, order. He has

to listen to the answer.

Shri M. C. Chagla: If there is an
omission, I can always make it
good. If the hon. Member feels that
active teachers, who are actually
teachers, should be associated, I will
see to it and make good the omission.
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Dr. Sarojini Mahigshi: Will this
working group concerned with reite-
rating the same policy and programme
which we could not achieve all these
years or is it going to enunciate new
programmes for achieving the targets
in pursuit of our policy?

Shri M. C. Chagla: I do not know
whether it is new or old, but we are
trying to have a national policy for
education.

Central Directorate of Edllutio;n

*1235. Dr. L. M, Singhvi: Will the
Minister of Education be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is proposed to esta-
blish any Central body for co-ordina-
ting education under the name of
Central Directorate of Education or
any similar name;

(b) the functions and organisation
of this Directorate;

(c) the method of recruitment of
staff for this Directorate; and

(d) whether any such body has
already been in existence?

The Minister of Education (Shri

M. C. Chagla): (a) No, Sir.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.

(d) No, Sir.

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: Has this pro-
posal at any time been under con-
sideration of the Government of
India? If not, do Government think
that it is possible to co-ordinate and
supervise without such an institution-
al device?

Shri M. C. Chagla: We have a
Central Hindi Directorate, which is
doing very fine work, because Hindi





