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of all the Arab nations in Cairo?
What further developments have
taken place as a result of it?

Shri Dinesh Singh: A communique
was issued at the end of the confe-
rence which said that, first of all, they
must explore every possible avenue
of a peaceful settlement of this
problem.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Besides
the Arab States, has any approach
been made to Government by the
Israeli Government or the Israeli re-
presentative in India in connection
with this matter? If so, has Govern-
ment, in the interest of maintaining
peace in West Asia advised the Arab
States’ representatives as well as the
Israeli representative here to strive
for a rapprochment or modus
vivendi either directly by talks bet-
ween themselves or through the
agency or machinery of the U.N.?

Shri Dinesh Singh: The Israeli Gov-
ernment also conveyed their point of
view. Ag I mentioned, we all hope
that there will be a peaceful settle-
ment of this problem.

Shri Daji: I am sure Government
is aware that this dispute is becom-
ing a hotbed of a possible hot war in
that area. In view of that, what is
the Government’s own opinion about
this dispute, and has Government com-
municated it to other important Gov-
ernments of the world so that the
dispute might be settled peacefully?

Mr. Speaker: Opinions cannot be
asked during Question Hour.
Shri Daji: Has Government con-

veyed its opinion to other Govern-
ments in the world so that a conflict
might be avoided?

Shri Dinesh Singh: It has not be-
come necessary to convey our views,

Shri Hem Barua: In view of the
fact that the Arab summit conference
convened by President Nasser to dis-
cuss the problem of Jordan waters has
taken a militant anti-Israeli stand
which might lead to a conflagration in
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that area, hag Government, in the in-
terest of world peace, examineqd this
particular problem and does it pro-
pose to play a distinctive role in the
matter?

Shri Dinesh Singh: I do not know
what role he envisages . . .

Shri Hem Barua: Peace role,

Shri Dinesh Singh: . . . but thig is
a matter to be settled between the
Arab countries and Israel, and it will
not be desirable for ug to enter into
it at this stage.

Shri Hem Barua: Both groups have
requested our Government . . .

Mr. Speaker: We cannot do any-
thing further. Next question.

Andamans Nava] Base

+
+g9s / Shri Subodh Hansda:
7 Shri S. C. Samanta:

Will the Minister of Defence bhe
pleased to state:

(a) whether Naval facilities have
been developed at Port Blair at Anda-
mans;

(b) whether this will be a training
base or full-fledged naval base; and

(c) whether such a base is also

essential in the east coast particularly
in the coast of West Bengal and

Orissa?
The Deputy Minister in the Minis.

try of Defence (Shri D, R. Chavan):
(a) Yes, Sir; these facilities are being

developed according to a phased
programme.
(b) It will function as an opera=-

tional base,

(c) The project for the establish-
ment of a base and dockyard at
Vishakhapatnam has been accepted in
principle by the Government for im-
plementation in a suitably phased
programme, Another base on the
east coast i3 not considered necessary
at this stage.



6833 Oral Answers

Shri Subodh Hansda: What are
the advantages for which the Anda-
mans has been selected for this naval
base, though it is far off the main-
land?

The Minister of Defence (Shri Y. B.
Chavan): Certainly for purposes of
training and for protection of the
eastern coast, it was considered
necessary.

Shri Subodh Hamsda: How long will
it take to develop it as a major base?

Shri Y. B, Chavan: It is a gradual
process. I cannot anticipate the
exact period that will be necessary.

Shri S. C. Samanta: Will this estab-
lishment at Port Blair have any
hydrographic survey around the
Andaman and Nicobar islands, and
if so. will a naval garrison be
necessary?

Shri Y. B. Chavan: Not at the pre-
sent moment.
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Shri Sham Lal Saraf: Are attempts
afoot tp turn thig base into a bulwark
of defence of the Indian ocean area?

Shri Y. B. Chavan: We have made
a beginning. Whether it will
become a bulwark for the entire
Indian Ocean; it is rather difficult to
say.

Shri Tridib Kumar Chaudhuri: May
I know if the attention of Government
has been drawn to a statement of one
of the Pakistan Ministers in their
National Assembly at Rawalpindi that
they have lodged a protest against the
building of a naval base at Port Blair

MARCH 23, 1964

Oral Answers 6830

and has Government any intimation
of that?

Shri Y. B. Chavan: No, Sir.

Shri Himmatsinhji: Are we going
to build this base on our own; or do
we also propose to take help from
other countries?

Shri Y. B. Chavan: On our own. It
is our own base, and we shall do it
on our own. !
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