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(c) the nature of efforts made to 
procure rice from Burma and else-
when on rupee payment and the r~­
sult thereof? 

The MiBister of State bl the Minis-
. try of Food ud Agriculture Shri 
A. 1\1. Thomas): (a) and (b). It is 
not in the public interest to disclose 
the price at which rice has been pur-
chased. 

(c) Arrangements exist for pay-
ment of rice imported from U.s.A. 
and U.A.R. in Indian rupees. We do 
not have any arrangements for pay-
ment in rupees for covering import 
of rice from any other country, in-
cluding Burma, nor does Burma seem 
to be interested in receiving payment 
for her rice exports in non-convertI-
ble Indian rupees. 

Spray JrrigatiOJl 

r Shri Yashpal Sblgh: 
I Shri Ram Harkh Yadav: 

-11%6. 1 Shri MurU Maaohar: 
Shri Vishwa Nath Pudey: 

L Shri Ra,Jdeo SiDIh: 

Will the Minister of Food ;ad Agrl-
. culture be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government propose 
to start spray irrigation on an experi-
mental basis to ensure maximum use 
of water; 

(b) if so, the main reaSOn therefor; 
and 

(c) the approximate cost for irri-
gating one acre of land? 

The Minister of State la the MinIs-
try of FOOd and AgricnUure 
(Shrt A. M. Thomas): (a) A scheme 
for study of sprinkler irrigation has 
been initiated at the Indian AgriCUl-
tural Research Institute with effect 
from the 26th December, 1963. 

(b) The scheme has been initiated 
with a view to (i) gather d!>ta on 
Qprinkler equipment and field opera-
ting conditions far working out ad-
justments in design, Installation and 
operation; (ii) evaluate the saving in 

water with supplemental irrigation 
system and its economics as compared 
to surface method of irrigation; and 
(iii) study the effect of sprinkler irri-
gation on the physical conditions of 
the soil and the growth and the yield 
of selected crops as compared to sur-
face method of water application. 

(c) As the Scheme has been start-
ed only recently it is too early to 
assess the cost of sprinkler irrigation 
at present. 

Agricultural Produetio. 

-1127. Shrt Shree Narayau Das: 
Will the Minister of Food aJld Agri-
cnlture be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it has been possible SO 
far to use radio isotopes for increasing 
yield of agricultural produce and for 
other agricultural purposes in the 
country; 

(b) if so, the extent to which it has 
been used so far; and 

(c) what has been the result of such 
u!e? 

The Milllster of State bl the Mlnl~­
try of FoOd and Agriculture (Dr. Ram 
Suhhag Siagh): (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). A statement is laid 
on the Table of the House. [Placed 
in Librllry. See No. LT12750/64J. 
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Foodgra.in Trade by Co-operatkes 

·1129. Shri p. C. Borooah: Will the 
Minister of Food &ad Agriculture be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether there is a scheme to 
encourage co-operatives to enter 
foodgrain trade; and 

(b) if so, the broad outlines there-
of? ~r 

The Minister of State In the 
MiIlistry of Food aDd Agricul-
ture (Shrl A. M. Thomas): (a) and 
(b). It is the policy of the Govern-
ment to encourage co.operatives to 

enter foodgrains trade, but no specific 
scheme has been drawn up for this 
purpose. 

Briq-e near Doshanpbad 

2287. Shri Dari Viseu Kamath: 
Will the Minister of TraDsport be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether construction of the 
road bridge on the Narmada, near 
Hoshangabad, is very much behind 
3chedule; and 

(b) if so, the reasons therefor? 

The Minister of Shipping.ill the 
Ministry of TraIIsport (Shrl Raj 
Bahadur): (a) and (b). The cone-
truction of the bridge over the river 
Narmada near Hoshangabad is a State 
project. But the Government of India 
have made a grant-in-aid amounting 
to Rs. 13.34 lakhs for this bridge. The 
work on the bridge was started in 
February, 1960 and according to the 
schedule the bridge was required to 
be completed by February, 1962. The 
entire work in the foundations and 
piers of the bridge has been com-
pleted, upto the top of the pier cap, 
but further work on the super-struc. 
ture has been held up due to non-
a\'ailability of the required quantity 
of 3 m.m. High Tensile Steel wire in 
the country. The design of the 
bridge had therefore to be revised so 
as to allow the use of 7 m.m. High 
Tensile Steel wire, the manufacture of 
which has recently been taken up ill 
the country. The requisite quantity 
of sleel has nOW been procured. The 
work on the super-structure, will start 
as soon as the detailed design for the 
8uper-structure is approved by the 
Statl' Government. 

!tam Railway Statio. 
I 

2288. 8hri Dari Vishnu Kamath: 
Will the Minister of RailwayS be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware 
that the gates of the railway level 
crossing just outside !tarsi Station re-
main closed for more than half an 
hour at a time; and 




