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ODe was accepted and sent .for circ:u-
lation to the various States. Five are 
under consideration. The States have 
got to be consulted in the matter, b,,-
fore we can take a decision. It is 
very likely to take some considerable 
period, about six months at least. 

Shri Bhatt Darshan: The most im-
portant recommendation was the 5th 
one, about compulsory arbitration by 
the Central Government if there is 
any difference of opinion between two 
neighbouring States, and that has 
been held up because the Act has to 
be amended. May I know whether 
any effort is being made so that latest 
by the next Session an amending 
Bill will be before this House? 

Dr. K. L. Rao: It is true that that 
recommendation is a very important 
one. It has been taken up with the 
States but so far the response has not 
been very good. We shall ag'iin ap-
proach the States and try to push it 
as quickly as possible. 

Shri Bbagwat Jha Azad: In respect 
of all the recommendations it has 
been stated that they require an 
amendment of the Electricity Act 
with the consent of the State Gov-
ernments. May I know whether the 
State Governments have conveyed 
their willingness to amend the Act or 
are they still hesitating to do it? 

Dr. K. L. Rao: In most of the eases 
they have opposed. 

Shri Man Sinh P. Patel: In view of 
the statement, may I know how 
many States have at least accepted 
for the moment the first three l"e':om-
mendations? 

Dr. K.-L. Rao: Practically no State 
has accepted them as such. 

Shri RamaQhandra Ulaka: May I 
know what steps are taken by the 
Government or are proposed to be 
taken to gear up the rural electrifica-
tion schemes in the country during 
1Ibe Third Plan pericd, particularly in 
tne State of Orissa? 

Mr. Speaker: That is a different 
thing. 

Dr. K. L. Bao: The Government has 
not accepted the idea of giving sub-
aidy. 

SJuimat;i Saviiri NIpm.: Against 
item 6 Of the statement it has been 
stated that it is being considered b" 
the Working Group. May I know 
when the working group is likely te 
submit its report so that action may 
be taken soon? 

Dr. K. L. Rao: The Working Group 
on pricing policy has been holdine 
meetings. I do not know when the" 
will be concluding their work. 

Trachoma 

+ r Shri Bibhuti Mishra: 
I Shri P. C. Borooah: 0633'1 Shri Warior: 

Shri Dinen Bhattacharya: 
Shri Vasudevan Nair: 

l Shri Surendra Pal SiB.&"h: 

Will the Minister of Health be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether a recent World Health 
Organisation study has revealed that 
about one-third of rural India's popu·· 
lation is suffering from trachoma; and 

(b) if so, the steps being taken to 
check the spread of the disease? 

The MiJlister of Health (Dr. SushUa 
Nayar): (a) The studies conducted by 
the Indian Council Of Medical Re-
search in collaboration with the World 
Health Organisation and UNICEF 
revealed that 119:45 million l)eopl!! 
out of 355'18 mUlion living in rural 
areas of 15 States have got active 
trachoma or had signs of having had 
trachoma, 68:29 million are suffering 
and 51,16 million had had trachoma. 

(b) A Trachoma Control Programme 
has been started on a mass scale in 
Punj ab, Raj asthan and three districts 
of U.P. (Meerut, Muzaffarnagar & 
Saharanpur), where the endemicity of 
this idsease is high. The programme 
has also been initiated in Gujarat\ 
Bihar, l\Ilysore, Madhya Pradesh and 
Jammu & Kashmir. 
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8hri Surendra Pal Singh: We learn 
from the report ot the WHO on the 
subject that the incidence of trachoma 
is the heaviest in Northern India and 
all southern States are practically 
free of this disease. May I know the 
reason for this phenomenon? 

Dr. Sushlla Nayar: The incidence of 
Trachoma is lower in Southern States. 
It is very difficult for me to say 
what the exact reason is. It is pos-
sible that dust storms may be a rea-
-son. The dust may be acting as an 

irritant for eyes and may lead to a 
ready growth of virus . 
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Shrimati Savitri Nigam: What ire 
the broad features of the trachoma 
control programme? May I know 
whether any sUbsidy is being given 
to the States or districts where this 
programme has been taken up? 
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lt is very interesting. 

Mr. Speaker: No, no. Not here. 

~'fiT~fWgm~mit 
~;prt it ~ I ~ ifif ~ ~ t:(tft 
~~~I ~~mro<tiT~ 
~m~1 

.-,0 ~~:~, ~ m 
1:t~.mr rfi't ~~ t, ~ fit; it iI<lT 

~T ~I 

Mr. Speaker: Dr. Cclaco. 

SJarimaU Savitri Nipm: Sir, my 
question has not been answered. 

Mr. Speaker: Of course, it c.:luld 
not be answered. She would kindly 
resume her seat. 

Dr. Colaoo~ May I know what con-
crete prophylactic measures have. 
been taken to check this disease, 
which is widespread? 

Dr. Sushila Nayar: To treat all the. 
people in the family of the person 
who has been affected seems to be 
the only known way of preventing. 
the spread of the disease. 

~ ~o lila .~: it ~ ;;rT;:r;tT' 
~~fit;~~IIT~wrro 
;;ITit, aT 'f<1T ~ ;ftmft ~ &iT ~ I 

~ ~1111l: ~ '!iT '1~T ·~W, 

~ ? 
'It ~ a 1ft a __ ;r.;if: ii ~;;f ~iIT 

<'I1TTffi ~ I 

lR"Um ~lall: ~lR ~ ;f.T w;r 
~ fit; ~ ~ 'iilll<l:T {(TaT ~, 'f'T it flrf.l1:n 
~ ~ ,Tif;1'!s if;~'TT f'fi "fi'" W n: ~ 
'li'tl 

*~~ .... 'ITo O'Ie~ 1lO0'I r~t; 
ItllT ~ ~oft ~iI ;rnf.t ;f.T ~'1f. ~. 
fit;: 

('fi) 'f<1T~. ~ smll" lR;;f 'V 
qf~ ~ it ;;r<;l'ifl'f ilfu: ;;r..-~ 
'1ft ~ it; ~ if ~ Oif> i!il{' 
~ w:I'fT ~ ~ fW ~ ;: 

(til) iI'llT ~ 'Ifror 'fiT f.t>m. 
~~itW~it~ll'mT 

~ '!iT ~ ~ llf~ lIT, m ~T ~ 
~ iI'llT {; ~~ 

(tT) ~ ;;r..- SRIll" ~ ~i'W 

~r.r ",",if m ~ if'I'fT JfI'1l'1l ~ 
~~~~it;f.Titil'llTom 

;mlf filitt. tTCt. t ? 




