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tion of unholy alliance between 
Pakista,,, and China and, if so, what 
i. their reaction? 

Silri Mohiuddin: We have received 
reports. For instances, the United 
States are reported to have stated 
that this will be a breacil of the free 
countries' solidarity. 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: We 
could ,not follow it. 

Shri Mohiuddin: Breach of the 
s04.idarity of the free countries. 

Sbri Halli Vishnu Kamath: What 
about UK and USSR? 

Sbri Mohitnidi.B: We have no infor-
mation. 

Coaversioa of Narrow Gaule Li."" 

• 1 f Shri Hem Raj: 
59 . L 8hri Sivamurthi Swamy: 

Will the Mini9ter of Railways be 
pleased to refer to the reply given 
to Unnarred Question No. 475 on the 
l(}th Augu<t, 1962 and state: 

(a) the progress since made re-
garding Ule extension or conveTsion 
of narrow gauge Jines (0 metre g~uge 
or broll:l gauge lines; and 

(b) when tc:", final position wiII be 
clear on the sJ.bjeet? 

The Deputy MInister in the Minis-
try of Railways (Shri Shahnawaz 
Khan): (a) and (b). The Third Five 
Year Plan does not co.1template 
conversion of any of the N.G. 
lines to wider gauge. The 
question of re1ention of Govern-
men(-owned narrow gauge lines 
as narrow gauge or their con-
version into wider gauge or their 
abolition is still under consideration 
Of ·the Board and a decision is yet 
to be taken. 

Shri Hem Raj: May I know if any 
survey has been undertaken of the 
narrow gauge lines and, if so, the 
result thereof? 

Sbri Shabnawaz Kban: No survey 
as such has been undertaken. But 
we have taken a policy d\!cision that 
the narrow gauge lines, where they 
arc serving a useful purpose, may be 
allowed to continue. Eventually, they 
will either be converted into broad-
gauge lines or abolished altogether. 

Sbri Hem Raj: How many line! 
are working at a loss and how many 
are earning profits? 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: Almos( all 
of them are working at a loss. 

Shri Sivamurtbi Swamy: May 
know how many narrow gauge lines 
have been constructed and how many 
miles have been converted durine the 
last two years? 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: The total 
mileage of narrow gauge lines j, 

3,130 miles, of which 2,596 miles is 
Government-owned and 534 milee. 
privately-owned. During (he Third 
Plan, there are no plans for conver-
sion of narrow gauge to broad gauge. 
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