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I have stated, this will be reviewed
by the Department and if we find that
it is working satisfactorily and if
other State Governments want it to
be extended to other States, we shall
consider it.
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Shri Bhagavati: No, there is no
question of reducing the money
order commissions. This scheme is
somewhat different. The State
Government prepares all the money
order slips and they deposit the en-
tire amount which they have to pay
to their teachers as salaries in the
head post office and the money order
slips are given to the head post office.
From the head post office these slips
are sent to the ©branch post
office for payment. There is re-
duction in work in the post
office and so it has been found possi-
ble by the Department to reduce the
commission to one per cent instead
of 13 per cent as applicable in
ordinary cases.
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Aid from F.A.O.

*589. Shri Surendra Pal Singh:
Will the minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Food
and Agriculture Organisation of the
Uniteg Nation has promised to give
substantial aid to India to feed the
hungery in this country under its
“Freedom from Hunger” programme;
and

(b) if so, the quantum of aid and
the form in which it is likely to be
received?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Dr.
Ram Subhag Singh): (a) As a co-
ordinating agency the Food and
Agriculture Organisation does not
promise or provide any assistance.
It only undertakeg to sponsor worth-
while projects and to induce interest-
eq Governments/private institutions
in providing assistance for them.
India hag so far submitted nine such
projects, of which one has already
been accepted and two are in the
process of being accepted.

(b) A statement is placed on the
Table of the Sabha.

STATEMENT

1. Establishment of a feed mixing
plant at Anand. The Oxford Com-
mittee for Famine Relief hag under-
taken to supply the plant estimated
to cost $302,500.

2. Sheep production in India. Need
for productive Breeds: The New-
Zealand Freedom From Hunger Cam-
paign Committee has offered to pro-
vide 690 ewes and 80 rams costing
$20,000. The offer is under conside-
ration.

3. Production of protein rich food
through poultry development. The
Australian Freedom From Hunger
Campaign Committee has offered to
supply equipment costing $130,000.
The offer is under consideration.
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Shri Surendra Pal Singh: From
the statement it appears that there
is a consortium of countries helping
ug under the scheme of the FAO.
May I know which single country
has made the biggest contribution to
this scheme?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: So far it
ig the Oxford Committee for Famine
Relief which has contributed
$302,500 which is going to be utilised
at the Anand food mixing plant.

Shri Surendra Pal Singh: Are we
only receiving help under thig scheme
or do we also make contributions to
it and if latter be the case, what is
the quantum of our promised help?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: The food
mixing plant at Anand will cost
about Rs. 30 lakhs out of which
about $302,500 have been provided
by the Oxford Committee for Famine
Relief and the rest will be met by
the Anang co-operative farm.

Dr. Colaco: The then hon. Minister
of Food and Agriculture, Shri S. K.
Patil, told the Hovce the other day
that there is a serious ang ever
dangerous deficiency of proteins in
the food of the common people of the
country. That also is hunger more
or less—

Mr. Speaker: He must come to the
question.

Dr. Colaco: The question is, what
stepg are the Ministry of Food and
Agriculture and the Ministry of
Health, in joint action with the
intemational organisation—the FAO—
taking to meet this serious deficiency?

Dr. Ram Subbag Singh: We on
our own are trving to step up pro-
tein production programme in the
shape of poultry production, milk
ang piggery production, etc. Our
National Campaigy Committee has
received offers from the various
Freedom from Hunger Campaign
Committees throught the FAO, and
some of these programmes also relate
to the establishment of poultry and
piggery production projects.
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Shri R. S. Pandey: May I know
what are those things ,.which have
been promised to be given to ug for
help?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: That is in
the Statement.

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: Is the Minis-
try aware that national] committees.
have been formeq in most countries
and non-official organisations have
been very closely associated with
them, so much so that many of these
national committees are entirely
organised and controlled by private
organisations, and may I also know
what efforts the Government of India
is making to get the private organi-
sationg to participate in this great
and important work?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Here also,
we have by now virtually asso-
ciated all important private organi-
sations including universities, etc.,
and on our governing body there are
more than a dozen Indian organisations
represented, and we recently held a
meeting here, which was very largely
attendeg by the representatives of~
private organisations.  Virtually
decisiong are taken by those represen-
tatives.

Shri Bhagwat Jha Agzad: Are there
reservations on the part of the
Government in accepting the two
proposals that have been mentioned
in the statement and, if there are,
what are they?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: No, there
is no reservation. Our National
Committee has accepted these two
projects and they have been sent to
our Economic Affairs Committee for
scrutiny, and after we get them -
finalised from there, we will go
ahead.
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Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah: May I
know whether the Government are
contemplating to formulate schemes
putting special stress on famine-
affected zones to get assistance from
the FAO?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: We do not
. seek assistance under this Freedom
from Hunger Campaign committee.
But whatever assistance they offer us,
we try to utilise that quantum of
assistance on suitable projects. While
determining the projects, we do take
into consideration the needs of our
different tracts. The famine tracts
will naturally be covered.

Shri S. N. Chaturvedi: Since the
; programme of Freedom from Hunger
Campaign is applicable all over the
-world, may I know if our country
is also making contributions to pro-
jects to be taken up in other countries
as the latter are contributing to
schemes being taken up in this
- ceuntry?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: We will
also do it. But this is a recent inno-
- vation. So, we have not given any
material help to any other country.
" But we shall do it.

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: Is it proposed to
extend the Freedom from  Hunger
Campaign to areas which are suffer-
ing chronically from famines and if
50, may I know whether it is expect-
ed that the Freedom from Hunger
- Campaign would be launcheq in the
chronically famine-affected areas in
- almost every part of India?
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Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: The hon.
Member might appreciate that there
is no big amount at the disposal of
this particular Freedom from Hunger
Campaign committee. It gets Rs.
20,000 as Government assistance and
some money has been raised. So, it
can work only on certain selected
projects, with the assistance from
other campaign committees. But on
behalf of the Ministry, we shall con-

centrate on our chronically famine-
affected areas.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: May I
request that if the House agrees,
Starred Question No. 597 on Pak-
China Air Agreement may be taken
up, because it is important

Mr. Speaker: Ordinarily I would
not disturb the sequence but....

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: If no-
body objects, it can be taken up.

Mr. Speaker: Does the House desire
that?

Some Hon. Members: Yes.

Mr. Speaker: All right. I will call
Question No. 597.

Pak China Air Agreement

+

( Shri Hari Vishmu Kamath:
Shri Maheswar Naik:
Shri D. C. Sharma:

*597. <{ Shri Surendra Pal Singh:

Shri Ram Sewak Yadav:
Shri Sivamurthi Swamy:
Shri Balkrishna Wasnik:

Will the Minister of Transpert be
pleaseq to state:

(a) whether the  attention of
Government has been drawn to the
conclusion of an air pact between
Pakistay and China;

(b) whether in view of the exist-
ing agreement between India and
Pakistan, the Government of Pakistan
consulted or informed the Govern-
ment of India before signing the pact
or has since transmitted a copy of





