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gestions made in certain quarters in
our country that the decline in
manganese ore export ig mainly due
to the faulty handling of the trade
by STC?

Shri Manubhaj Shah: That has been
the type of opinion many times ex-
pressed in uninformed quarters.
Actually, but for the STC, the mang-
anese ore trade would have been
nowhere today, As it is, it is pick-
ing up and is around one million
tons.

Shri Kapur Singh: 1 would like to
know what steps, it any, Govern-
ment are taking to stop up internal
consumption lof this valuable raw
commodity to encourage development
of our home industries?

Shri Manubhai Shah: Al; the steel
plants use it, but new techniques are
developing which will reduce use of
manganese, and the demand may
come down.

Shri Kashi Ram Gupia: What is
the percentage of ore sold through
the barter system, and the percen-
tage sold otherwise?

Shri Manubhai Shah: As the House
is aware, we have deconirolleq the
entire export{ of manganese ore, but
since we are priced out in the world
market, all the manganese cre is sold
only on barter.

Irom Ore In Goa

+
o537 _f Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad:
"7 Shri A. V. Raghavan:

Will the Minister of International
Trade be pleased to state the sieps
taken to utilise the vast quantities of
iron ore accumulated with private
traders in Goa?

The Minister of International Trade
(Shri Manubhai Shah): Export of
fron ore from Goa has been in the
hands of private exporters. The
Goa administration has been keeping
a continuous watch and is assisting
the trade in developing and main-
taining the export trade. No unusual
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stocks of iron ore have been accu-
mulated, although there has been
some recession in the iron ore export
trade due to severe competition re-
sulting from development of iron ore
mining in other countries,

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: May 1
know whether any representation or
complaint has been made that the
export price allowed has becen lower
than the cost of production and there-
fore difficulty has arisen to the trad-
ers there?

Shri Manubhai Shah: What the
hon. Member observes is partly cor-
rect, but that is so because our costs
are mounting and the world prices
are coming down. Therefore, that
naturally arises. But, fortunately, in
iron ore, we are still on parity.

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: Is it a fact
that there hag been representation
from the traders of Goa that in the
recent past there has been accumla-
tion there, which has resulted in a
great loss to them as they are not
able to export it?

Shri Manubhkai Shah: There was a
representation from about 150 small
wine ownerg of Goa that as they
were not able to export the STC
should be allowed to do so. We did
ask the STC to go to their help,—
this is again only for the informa-
tion of the hon. Members as to how
their services have been useful -to
the small mine owners of Goa—and
we are now assisting them.

Dr. Gaitonde: May I know whether
the price is fixed by STC and that
STC neither allows them to sell
below the price nor itself buys it?

Shri Manubhai Shah: This is a
matter which has been debated upon
several times, We iry to give the
mine owners a fair price; in spite of
the fall in the world market, we are
trying to maintain it. I should again
caution the iron ore industry that
they will have to improve their effi-
ciency and reduce the cost.
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Shri Shivaji Rao S. Deshmukh:
What is the minimum percentage of

iron in the iron ore earmarked for ex-
ploitation and exports?

Shri Manubhai Shah: It all depends
on the buyer and the seller. It goes
up from 45 to 65 per cent.

Shri Shivaji Rao S.
What is the minimum?

Shri Manubhai Shah: It depends on
the buyer and the seller.

Deshmukh:

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: Is it a fact
that there was a long-term agree-

ment between some iron mine owne
ers in Goa and the Japanese people
and has it been dislocated in any way
by the interference of the STC-

Shri Manubhai Shah: No, Sir; we
have refused to interfere. The small
mine owners who had no contracts
find it difficult and they al] represent-
ed to the STC to come to Goa and
therefore tlsey are being assisted.

Barter Dea] with America

+
( Shri Onkar Lal Berwa:
Shri Sidheshwar Prasad:
Shri Indrajit Gupta:
539 Shri D. D. Mantri:
" Shri Bhagwat Jha Asad:
Shri Morarka:
Shri Ravindra Varma:
Shri P. C. Borooah:

Will the Minister of Internatiomal
Trade be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a
barter agreement has been concluded
between India and America for the
export of manganese and import of
cotton;

(b) if so, the quantity of manganese
to be exported to America from India;
and

(c) the quantity of cotton that
India wi]] receive from America in
exchange thereof?

The Minister of International Trade
(Shri Manubhai Shah): (a) to (c).
The CCC Barter Agreement between
the Government of India anq the
Government of U.S.A, for exchange
of Indian materials and Ferro Alloys
for U.S. Agricultural Commodities
was signed on 27th June, 1963.

Under this Agreement, India is to
export the following commodities
within a period of 18 months,

(1) Ferro Manganese, 1,28,000 tons
(2) Manganese ore, 3,00,000 tons
(3) Beryl Ore, 6,000 tons

(4) Mica, Rs. 1 crores worth,





