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Tea Industry 

*659. Shri P. C. Borooah: Will the 
Minister of Commer~e and Industry 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the National Council 
of Applied Economic Research has 
recently analysed the major problems 
facing the tea industry in West Bengal 
and Assam; 

(b) if so, the main difficulties 
pOinted out by the Council; and 

(c) the measures being taken to 
remove the same? 

The Minister of International Trade 
in the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry (Shri Manubhai Shah): (a) 
At the instance of the Tea Board. the 
National Council of Applied Economic 
Research conducted in 1959 a survey 
of a few economically weak tea 
gardens in West Bengal, Cachar and 
Tripura. 

(b) and (c). The Council felt that 
as the causes for the economic weak-
ness of th~ gardens were diverse, no 
generally applicable solutions could 
be prescribed on the basis of a survey. 
The Council, however, suggested a 
detailed techno-economic survey to be 
conducted. The Board have recently 
concluded such surveys of tea 
gardens in Cachar, Tripura and 
Darjeeling in North East India. The 
conclus'ons of the Board are not yet 
availabl". 

Shrl P. C. Borooah: May I know 
whether the Council of Applied 
Economic Research study revealed! 
that a number of tea gardens are 
working under uneconomic condi-
tions? U so, what is the numberT 

Shri Manubhai Shah: It has not 
been proved that they are unecono-
mic, because while it is true that 
larger plantations are better, even in 
many cases small growers have pro-
duced better results economically? 

Shri P. C. Borooah: May I know 
whether by the system of vegetative 
propagation the tea crop can be 
increased by more than 50 per cent 
according to a detailed study con-
ducted by the Tuklai Experimental 
Station? Is it also a fact that this 
(Applied Economic Research) study 
says that too much reliance should 
not be placed on that? If so, what is 
Government's l'eaction? 

Shri Manubhai Shah: I could not 
follow. 

Mr. Speaker: It is a very difficult 
thing; the question is so long that it 
is not possible to follow it. Questions 
should be straight, brief and incisive. 

Shri p. C. Borooah: I said that 
according to the study conducted by 
the Tuklai Experimental Station, by 
the system of vegetative propagation 
the tea crop can be increased by more 
than 50 per cent, whereas applied 
Economic Research study says that 
too much reliance should not be 
placed on that. If so, what is Gov-
err:'T:1:' ~1 ~ 's reaction? 

Shri Manubhai Shah: It is all so 
complex. Vegetative propagation is 
only one of the methods of tea grow-
ing. There are many others like arti-
ficial irrigation which, as the han. 
Member knows, was introduced 
recently, and other things like hybri-
disation which have raised the pro-
duction of tea from 500 million Ibs. to 
780 miilion lbs. We are trying tG 
reach the target of 900 million Ibs. 




