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Movement of Coal 

·614. Shri R. Barua: Will the Minis-
ter of Mines and Fuel be pleased to 
state the progress made regarding the 
scheme for moving coal from Dhana-
bad to Allahabad through a system of 
road and river transport? 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Mines and Fuel (Shri 
Thimmalab): The movement of coal 
is being carried out on experimental 
basis by road and river from Kathara 
colliery of Bihar to Allahabad. In the 
three proving trips that have been 
completed so far, approximately 1173 
tonnes of co'al nave been transported. 
'I1he long term measures for move-
ment of coal by the road-cum~river 
route and the quantities that can be 
transported are under consideration 
and will be finalised on the basis of 
the experience gained in these trips 
and other attendant factors such 8& 
the availability of suitable powered 
craft, prospects of improving the 
channel, possibility of securing rP.ttlrn 
cargo etc. 

Shri R. Barua: May I know whether 
any practical step has been taken to 
finalise the long-term proposals to 
improve the road and inland river 
system? 

Shri Thimrnaiah: The economics 
and the scope have bf'en looked into, 
and a plan has been prepared or a 
scheme has been prepared and hu 
been sent to the Ministry of Trans-
port and Communications for their 
comments, Some of the roads bet-
ween Ramgarh and Giridih coal-fields 
have to be connected with Mokameh 
Ghat, and some bad sections of the 
roads are under repairs, and under 
the bigger programme. all the roads 
will be taken up for construction. 
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Shri R. Barua: What is the type of 
co-operation received from the Minis-
try of Transport and Communica-
tions 

Shri Thimmaiah: We are awaiting 
the comments from the Department 
of Transport in the Ministry of Trans-
port and Communications. 
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Shri It. C. Pant: How much time is 
required to tain the river Ganda 
adequately to make it fully navig-
able? 

Shri K. D. Malaviya: The river can 
be trained, in my opinion, in about 
one year's time, when the monsoon 
.ason it off and the rain condition 

ot tlhe river is known. The entire 
question is to get a number of dred-
gers with a view to finish the job 
as qucikly as possible. As soon al 
we get the dredgers, we shal be able 
to do the training job within a year. 

Russian aid for Oil ProductioD 

+ 
rShri Maheswar Naik: 

·615. ~. Shri D. C. Siharma: 
l Shri Sidheshwar Prasad: 

Will the Minister of Mines and Fuel 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that Soviet 
Russia wou.d soon SIgn an agreement 
with Oil and Natural Gas Commission 
for giving the Commission Rs. 4 crores 
for oil prospecting and production; 
and 

(b) if so. on what terms? 

The Minister of Mines and Fuel 
(Shri K. D. Malviya): (a) A contract 
was concluded on 15-3-1963 between 
the Oil and Natural Gas Commission 
and the USSR trade Organisation for 
the supply of Drilling, Production, 
Geophysical, Transportation and 
Workshop equipment valued at 
approximately Rs. 4 crores. 

(b) The cost involved is to be met 
from the allocation made to the Oil 
and Natural Gas Commission out of 
the credits g-iven by the USSR Gov-
ernment t.o the Government of India. 

Shri Maheswar Naik: May I know 
whether any proposals have been 
framed as to how and where the 
m~!:~y is go:,,;:: to be invested? 

Shri K. D. Malavdya: The annual 
programme for drilling is drawn up 
at the beginning of the season, and 
according to the requirement of 
equipments, timely orders are placed 
with the USSR Government; for that 
timely contracts are entered into. 

8hrl Maheswar Naik: What is the 
normal expenditure in respect of pros-
pecting for oil and how are the result! 




