6087  Written Answers CHAITRA 5, 1885 (SAKA) Written Answers 6088

the same was permitted in respect of
staff who retired before that Railway
was taken over by Government.
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Training of Officials for Panchayati
Raj

*581. Shri Kajrolkar: Will the Minis-
ter of Community Development and
Co-operation be pleased to state:

(a) the progress made by the
broad-based 47-member body set up

in June, 1962, to streamline the {rain-
ing of officials to meet the needs of
Panchayati Raj;

(b) whether sufficient care is taken
to see that rural officials properly
guide the village leaders in imple-
menting the agricultural and educa-
tional schemes; and

(c) if so, the details thereof?

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry
of Community Development and Co-
operation (Shri B. S. Murthy): (a)
The National Council of Study &
Research in Community Development
set up in June, 1962, has so far held
two meetings on 3rd July, 1962, and
20th  March, 1963, A statement
showing the important recommenda-
tions made at the meetings and action
taken|proposed to be taken thereon
by the Government of India is laid on
the Table of the House. [Placed in
Library, See No. LT-1031/63].

(b) Yes, Sir.

(c) A summary of the instructions
issued to the State Governments is
laid on the Table of the House,
[Placed in Library, See No. LT-
1032/63].

Parcels for Indian Prisoners in China

%591, Shri D. D. Puri: Will the
Minister of Transport and Communi-
cations be pleased to state whether
full postal concessions in regard to
food parcels are available to the next
of kin of Indian prisoners in China
in accordance with the requirements
of the Geneva Convention?

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry
of Transport and Communications
(Shri Bhagavati): The facility is not
available at present. The question is,
thowever, under consideration.
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Development of Eastern Distts. of U.P.

#593, Shri Vishram Prasad: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are con-
sidering a special agricultural prog-
ramme for the development of Eastern
Districts of Uttar Pradesh;

(b) if so, the nature thereof; and

(¢) the amount sanctioned there-
for?

The Minister of .State in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Dr. Ram
Subhag Singh): (a) to (c). Govern-
ment of India appointed in December,
1962 a Joint Team to study the prob-
lems of cconomic and soial deve-
lopment of four Eastern Districts of
U.P. namely Ghazipur, Jaunpur.
Deoria and Azamgarh. The Team is
"expected to report on accelerated
development programme sometime in
September, this year. Besides the
normal outlay allotted to the Govern-
ment of Uttar Pradesh an additional
outlay of Rs. 1 crore each for agri-
culture and community development
programmes has been recommended
by the Planning Commission for the
year 1963-64 and the State Govern-
ment thas been asked to utilise this
additional outlay for strengthening
programmes for Eastern Districts of
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U.P. partiularly Ghazipur.
Jaunpur and Azamgarh.

Deoria,

North Eastern Railway

( Shri Ramshekhar Prasad
*594. Singh:
\ Shri Sidheshwar Prasad:

Will the Minister of Rallways be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that lowest
expenditure has been incurred on the
development of North Eastern Rail-
way in comparison to expenditure
incurred on other Railways;

(b) whether Government's atten-
tion has been drawn to the news item
which appeared in this connection in
the Hindustan Times dated the 28th
February, 1963; and

(c) if so, the reasons therefor?

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry
of Railways (Shri S. V. Ramaswamy):
(a) to (¢). The news item referred to
is within the knowledge of Govern-

ment. &

The developmental expenditure of
the North Eastern Railway is no doubt
one of the lowest among the Zonal
Railway Systems, but it should be
borne in mind that the devlopmental
cxpenditure during the Five Year
Plans is mainly designed to 1eate
capacity for the increased freight
traffic related to the planned develop-
ment in the various sectors of our
economy and only a small increase of
15 per cent in the passenger traffic.
During the Second Plan as also in the
current Plan, freight traffic takes prio-
rity over passenger traffic. It is, there-
fore, inevitable that the development
of railway capacity has to be planned
and executed on the Zones like
Eastern and South Eastern where-
from the bulk of the increased freight
traffic originates during the planned
development. As the heavy industries
are largely concentrated in the steel
and coal belts, the share of the North
Eastern Railway Zone of the addi-
tional burden of freight trafic is
necessarily small.





