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(iii) armed escorts are provid-
ed on trains running over the 
vulnerable sections; 

(iv) anned polke is also provid-
ed at stations to protect railway 
personnel and property; 

(\') fO"est growth on eIther side 
of the track in the VUlnerable 
areas is being cleared lO increase 
visibili ty; 

(vi) engines working traiill' in 
the disturbed areas have been fit· 
ted with st~el pl1tes and sand 
b3f,S hav; been provided in the 
brake vans to provid[! pl'c.tec:tion 
to the running staff against stray 
bullets; and 

(\'ii) a Searchlight Special is run 
ahead of important passenger 
trains running on vulncl able sct'-
tiom at night, 

(b) 10 encs of "ring and 6 cases of 
attempts to sabotage were repLrted 
during the period. 

Sh,imati Jyotsna Chanda: In view 
of the statement made by the hon. 
Minister of State in the Ministry of 
External Affairs that all the adjoining 
llreas of the railway lines are not 
covered by patrolling, may I know 
Erom the GoveTnment whether they 
propose to rehabilitate landless people 
of the State in those areas for· mere 
security. 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: That is a 
decision which has to be taken by the 
Stato Gove:'!lT.CT.t. 

S"·''''31.; J .... "'''n~ Chanda: Do the 
GO\-r- "'acne propose to communicate 
th's "'jp~~S(_' LC) the State Govern-
ment? 

Sh.,-i Shalmawaz Kh"n: I think, the 
State Government is fully aware of 
this. 

Shri P. C. Borooah: In view of 
the fact that the present railway line 
pa'sing through Nagaland is the only 
railway line in the South Bank of 
Assam which is transporting all the 
defence requirements tQ the eastern 
378 (Ai)LSD-2. 

front has the Government any pro-
pC"Sal to have an alternative raii 
link joining Nowgong and Jorhat and 
so on? 

SOO Shahnawaz Khan: None at 
present. 

Shri D, C, Sharma: May I know if 
the Government is thinking of 
PO::;tiilg some police constabl~s or 
mcmoe;:s of the armed forces 
on these trains so tha t the 
sabo:eurs ar~ prevented from 
doing anything illegal? 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: All these 
traim are e3corted by armed men. 

Shri S. M. Ban£rjee: From the 
statement it appears that ten cases 
of firing and six cases of attempt ta 
sabotage were reported during the 
period. I ,\V2.f'.t to kno,\v whether 2ny 

person or per30ns have been arrest-
ed in this connection and whether the 
hon. .Minister suspects any foreign 
hand in it. 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: We have 
not been able to arr"",t any of these 
saboteurs but in the encounters that 
we had with the hostiles we believe 
that we have inflicted some casualt-
ies on them. About the second part 
of the question I cannot say any· 
thing. 

Cost of Integral Coo.ches Manufactnr-
ed at Perambur 

"1002. SOO Subodh Hansda: Will 
the :Minister of Railways be pleas-
ed to state: 

(a) wheiher the cost of manufac-
ture and furnishing of a coach at 
the Integral Coach Factory has come 
down; 

(b) if so, hOW does it compare with 
other countrie, in the world: and 

(c) whether it can compete with 
forei'l'n ma,1e coaches in quality and 
price? 

The Deputv Minister in the Minis-
try of Railways (Shri Shanawas 
Khan): (a) Yes, Sir-progressively. 
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(b) It compares quite favourably 
with other countries at the World. 

(c) Yes, ICF-built coaches can 
coml)ete well with similar foreign 
made coaches both in quality and in 
price. 

Shri Subdoh Hansda: What is the 
overall redudion in the cost of manu-
facture of complete coaehes built at 
the integral Coach Factory and how 
does it compare with the cost of the 
coaches tClat have been made at the 
initial stage 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: The cost has 
been coming down progressively. 
When we started the cost was 
Rs. 3.69 lakhs; the present cost ill 
&S. 1.38 lakhs. 

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know 
W1hether there is any proposal to ex-
pand this factory for producing loc()-
motives for export from here? 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: The Per-
ambur factory does not manufacture 
any locomotives; it is for coaches. 

Dr. Sarojlni Mahishi: May I know 
the reasons for the reduetion in cost; 
whether it is due to the indigenous 
components or due to large-scale 
production? 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: It is due to 
all these things put together. 
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Shri K. C. Pant: 
fact that the cost 

In view of the 
of these coaches 

compares favolM'ably with foreign 
made coaones, has any attempt been 
tpllde to export theSe coaches; if so, 
with what success? 

Shri ShahnaW22! Khan: Yes, Sir; 
we haVe quoted against global ten-

ders which were put by Argentine 
and Pakistan. 

Shri Tridib Kumar Chaudh1lri: 
What is the life expectancy of these 
coaches and how do ·they compare 
with the coaches that we used to get 
from abroad? 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: Under nor-
mal wear and tear the life of an 
ICF coach is about 40 years. It com-
pares very well with th.ooe coach"" 
which we used to import. 

Shri Bhagwat Jba Azad: It has 
been stated in part (b) of the answer 
to the question that it compares quite 
favourably. How does the price of 
our coach compare with that of the 
cheapest one in the world market? 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: The last 
coaches that we imported was in 
the year 1954; since then We ihave 
not imPOrted any. Therefore we can-
not say definitely what the price of 
other countries would be. But from 
the global tenders that were put out 
and against which we quoted, we 
find that ours was the second lowest 
in the case of Argentine and the 
lowest in llhe case of Pakistan. 
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