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figures. So far as the potential is con-
cerned, it was 6:37 lakhs at the end of 
the Second Plan. It was 6:64 lakhs in 
1961-62 and 8:57 lakhs at the end of 
1962-63. The utilisation figures are res-
pectively 4·64 lakhs, 5:14 lakhs and 
7:01 lakhs. The latest position is 
likely to be about 13·44 lakhs. Slowly 
it is improving all the time. 

A.I.R. Broadeasts to West Asia 

+ 
.9'77 J Shri Sidheshwar Prasad: 

. L Shri IDdrajit Gupta: 

Will the Minister of lnformatioD 
aad BroadcastiD&" be pleased to state: 

(a) whether his attention has been 
drawn to the news item published in 
the Stateman of the 4th April, under 
the Title "A.I.R. Broadcasts to West 
Asia: Need to change to Medium 
Waves"; and 

(b) if so. the steps being taken to 
improve broadcasts to listeners in 
West Asia? 

The Deputy Minister iJl the lIIiJlis-
try of lnformatillD aDd Broadc:astiJIc 
(Shri Sham Nath): <a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) In view of the geographical 
location of India in relation to West 
Asia as well as the propagational 
characteristics and limitations of 
medium-wave transmissions, a medium 
wave transmitter located on Indian 
territory is not. by itself capable of 
covering the West Asian countries. 
The question of overcoming this obs-
tacle is receiving the attention of 
Government. 
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Shri Hari Vislmu Kamath: May I 
know, Sir, how many foreigners are 
employed in the West Asian language 
units of the All-India Radio and after 
Government's unfortunate experience 
of the former employees and personnel 
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in the Portuguese language unit and 
the Chinese language unit, has Gov-
ernment taken ~teps to accelerate the 
proceSs of Indianisation of all our 
language units in All-India Radio, in 
view of the fact that Indians are the 
best linguists in the world? 

Shri Sham Nath: Sir, 1 would re-
quire notice. That supplementary does 
not arise out of this question. 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Notice 
of what, Sir. you please help him. 

Mr. Speaker: What he means to 
say is really, in a way, a suggestion 
and also seeking some infonnation. 
He wants to know whether any steps 
are being taken to substitute those 
foreigners who are employed there in 

, these broadcasts by Indians themselves 
who can very well do those duties in 
the foreign languages in the world. 

Shrf Hari Vishnu Kamath: We have 
the best linguists in the world. 

SM Sham Nath: We always try 
to do that; but at present there is 
nothing which we could do more. 

8hri Hari Vishnu Kamath: 
not hear the last part of it. 

could 

Mr. Speaker: Every effort is being 
made to do that. 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: What 
effort? 

Shri Joachim Alva: Since the emer-
gency, are we just satisfied with the 
Arabic Unit that is working? Is it 
working fast enough or have we 
increased the personnel in the Arabic 
Unit or the West Asia Unit as we 
call it'! 

Shri Sham Nath: We think the 
Arabic Unit is wotking quite satisfac-
torily as we have not received any 
complaint against its working. 

Shri D. C. Sharma: Has the Lis-
, teners' Research Unit applied itself to 
listening in this part of the world; if 
so, may I know the number of letters 

'that we receive per month and what 
kind of content those letters have? 

Shrt Sham Nath: We sometimes get 
information regarding the position of 
our broadcasts from our Embassies 
and we have not recently received any 
complaint in regard to the Arabic 
Unit. 

Shri D. C. Sharma: Sir, he has not 
understood my question. We have the 
Listeners' Research Unit in the AIR-
perhaps the hon. Minister does not 
know anything about it. I want to 
know whether that Listeners' Research 
Unit applies itself to this problem; if 
so, does it get any letters and what 
kind of letters does it get? 

SM Sham Nath: This question re-
lates to reception in foreign countries. 
I think the hon. Member is referring 
to the Listeners' Research Unit which 
we have got here while he wants to 
know how many letters we get from 
listeners, from where? 

SIui D. C. Sharma: From there. 

Shri Sham Nath: We do not get any 
letters from listeners in foreign count-
ries. 

Shri Tridib Kumar Chaudhuri: May I 
know what are the languages in which 
broadcasts are made from this West 
Asian Unit? 

Shri Sham Nath: In Western Asiall 
Service for Afghanistan in Pushto, in 
Persian for Persia, in Arabic for 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt etc., and in French 
also for other parts of West Asia. 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: No 
Hebrew? 

Mr. Speaker: Next Question-Shri 
Yajnik. 

Au ROil. Member: He is not in his 
seat .. 

Mr. Speaker: Next Question-Shri 
P. C. Borooah. 

Sbrimati ReD1Ika Ray: Please allow 
me to put one supplementary. 

Mr. Speaker: I would haVe gladly 
done that, but that would upset the 
whole procedure now. 




