675 Oral Answers

=N Fo Ao fFa : Wit SI-RAT
AT ¥ a3 £ e 1 IAEd
/AT FH T F1 faw § w7 I5
o @E F T TR § g I
T 3 waw § o fr g Y i A
®VeE FH &1 TA! WK T8 I 57 Y
¥R ¥ mafa R @ § ?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Dr. Ram

Subhag Singh): The hon. Member

wants to know the steps being taken
to reduce the cost of production.

Shri C. Subramaniam: First of all,
we try to bring about economy in the
use of fuel, then improve the efficiency
of production of hard metal as well as
steel. Then, in the shaping of steel
also, there are possibilities of econo-
my. We are looking into all these
things. For each factory, we have
fixed up a programme. That is being
implemented.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May I know
if the cost differs from State to State
and from place to place within India,
if the hon. Minister is aware?

Shri C. Subramaniam: This is with
reference to the cost of production in
the plants.
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Shri Daji: Have we worked out the
comparative cost structures of the

Durgapur, Bhilai, Rourkela and
Bhadravati and if so, what are they?

Shri C. Subramamiam: Yes. We
have worked. But, I am sorry, I can-
not give the figures immediately. If
the hon. Minister is interested, I can
give, later on.
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Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member
wants to know whether there was a

meeting with the traders. and if so,
what the discussions were?

Shri C. Subramaniam: That would
not arise out of the main question.

Medium-sized Steel Plants
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Shri Bhakt Darshan:
Shri Vishram Prasad:

Will the Minister of Steel and Heavy
Industries be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
British delegation to the Joint sym-~
posium on “Recent Developments in
Iron and Steel-making” has recom-
mended the establishment of medium-
sized one lakh ton steel plant in
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eertain selected areas in the country;
amd

(b) whether this proposal has been
examined with a view to implement
it?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Steel and Heavy Industries
(Shri P. C. Sethi): (a) Yes, Sir. One
of the papers presented at the inter-
national symposium on “Recent Deve-
lopments in Iron and Steel Making”
held at Jamshedpur, suggested that
both large scale and small scale (1 lakh
tonnes) plants should be carefully
considered before a decision is taken
in planning further production of
steel.

(b) The suggestion as such has not
so far been considered in detail.

Shri R. G. Dubey: As and when the
suggestion will be implemented, may
I know whether the question regard-
ing imbalance in the regional deve-
lopment will also be one of the fac-
tors which will be taken into con-
sideration along with the availability
of raw materials and other supplies?

The Minister of Steel and Heavy
Industries (Shri C. Subramamiam):
Yes, that is always taken into con-
sideration. As a matter of fact, the
suggestion of small-scale plants is
based on this also.

Shri Shivaji Rao S, Deshmukh: May
I know whether there was a proposal
from the Maharashtra Government for
the establishment of a medium-size
plant in Chanda district in Maha-
rashtra?

Shri C. Subramamiam: This is not
for steel plants; it is for production
of pig iron.

Shri B. K. Das: May I know the
basis of selection of the areas where
these steel plants are proposed to be
set up?

Shri C, Subramaniam: The raw
material availability, the economics of
production, all these are taken into
consideration in locating the plants.

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know
whether some Indian experts also sub-
mitted such proposals before this
symposium?

Shri C. Subramamiam: Yes, many
papers were presented at this gym-
posium, and many Indian experts also
participated in it.

Shri Bhakt Darshan: Sir, as regards
the suggestion made by the British
Delegation, may I know by what time
a final decision is expected on it?

Shri C. Subramaniam: That will be
with regard to the Fourth Plan pro-
grammes. Therefore, when we fina-
lise the Fourth Plan programme of
steel production this also will be
taken into consideration.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Is it a
fact that at the International Steel
Symposium held at Jamshedpur, the
British specialist or expert suggested
the establishment of coast-based steel
plants on the model of those in Japan,
and if so. has that suggestion been
accepted by Government?

Mr, Speaker: That would be a diffe-
rent thing altogether. .

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: I am
referring to coast-based steel plants,

Shri C. Subramaniam: These plants
are not only in Japan, but in many
countries now they are tending
towards coast-based steel plants. We
have also to consider it and that is
under the consideration of Govern-
ment. L
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Shri C. Subramaniam: Wz have to
csnsider both the expansion as also
the establishment of new plants, and
the decision will have to be taken on
the merits of each case.





