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Shri S. A, Mehdi: No such accident
has been brought to our notice,
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Shri S. A. Mehdi: The total cover-

age of this irrigation would be about
4 lakh acres.

Mr. Speaker: How much electricity
would be produced?
Shri S, A. Mehdi; 30 MW.
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Pilot Projects for Rural Water Supply

+
( Shri Subodh Hansda:
Shri 8. C. Samanta:
Shri B. K. Das:
*518. { Shri Bishan Chander Seth:

| Shri Yashpal Singh:

| Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah:
Shri Rameshwar, Tantia:
Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad:

LShri Bhakt Darshan:

Will the Minister of Health be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that pilot
projects for water supply in rural
areas will be set up;

(b) if so, whether the projects will
be set up in all States; and

(¢) when all these projects wll be
set up?

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry
of Health (Dr. D. S. Raju): (a) and
(b). Yes, Sir. There is a proposal to
set up Rural Water Supply pilot pro-
jects in the States of Bihar,, Gujarat,
Madras, Punjab, Rajasihan and Uttar
Pradesh under a Scheme of assistance
from the UNICEF.

(c) The details of the projects are
being worked out in consultation with
the State Governments concerned and
are likely to be finalised soon.

Shri Subodh Hansda: May I know
why only a few Statcs have been taken
up for these pilot projects and why
other States have been left out?

Dr, D. S. Raju: The idca is te try
the pilot projects in certain  States
where environmental sanitation  has
also to be integrated into health
schemes. That is the idea,

Shri Subodh Hansda: May I know
what is the total quantum of help that
would be provided for these projects
by UNICEF?

Dr. D. S. Raju: UNICEF has given
about half a million dolars.

Shri S, C. Samanta; May 1 know
whether a number of special com-
mittees were appointed to examine the
implementation of rural water-supply
schemes and, if so, what wcre their
reactions and whether these pilot pro-
jects have come out of that?
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The Minister of Health (Dr, Sushila
Nayar): There was a special com-
mittee for water-supply and sanitation
and the report of that committee has
been laid on the Table of the House
last year. These pilot projects have
come as a result of some discussions
we had with the international agen-
cies, wherein we tried to interst them
in the water-supply problem for our
rural areas, These half a dozen areas
have been selected because there
were certain schemes that were going
on there already. Also, in these areas,
there were certain special problems as
for instance the problem of guinea
worms in Rajasthan, hook worm in
some other areas and so on.

Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah: May I
know whether it is a fact that there
are already rural water-supply and
sanitation schemes prevalent in
Andhra Pradesh and whether there is
a great scarcity of drinking water in
some places and there are so many
diseases, as the Minister pointed out?
If that is so, may I know whether the
Government propose to link up this
scheme with the rural water-supply
and sanitation scheme in Andhra Pra-
desh?

Dr. Sushila Nayar: The scheme that
the hon. Member is referring to is a
national scheme. It is being operated
in every State. These pilot projects
are outside that national water-supply
scheme for rura)] areas.
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Dr. Sushila Nayar: Sir, for the
national rural water supply schemes
the Government of India gives 50 per
cent subsidy. The other 50 per cent
is supplied by the State Government.
‘What vronortion out of that they get
from the local people, I am not in a
position to say. Probably, there is
not too much. However, Sir, there is
the scheme under the Commun‘ty
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Development and under local works
schemes under Planning Commission
in which the local people do contri-
bute in the form of labour, matenials
etc.
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Shri Sham Lal Saraf; May I know
if these pilot projects for supply of
water will be experimented on the gra-
vity system or the pumping system of
supply of water from the bowels of
the earth, so that if these pilot pro-
jects are successful they could be fol-
folwed elsewhere also?

Dr. Sushila Nayar: Well, Sir, there
are different methods Where the
population is very small, it is propos-
ed to have hand-pumping sets. In cer-
tain other areas where the water may
be very deep some other methods
alongwith overhead tanks etc, may
be tried.

Slum in Big Cities

+
f Shri P. R, Chakraverti:
L Pr. L. M. Singhvi:

Will the Minister of Works, Housing
and Rehabilitation be pleased to state:

(a) whether a general survey has
been made of the slum areas in the big
cities of the States as had been done
in Declhi;

(b) whether the State Governments
have been advised to give this problem
a top priority and draw up a compre-
hensive programme; and

(c) how far the Union Government
have subsidised the scheme, State-
wise?
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