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Shri H, N. Mukerjee: In view of the
fact that the universalisation of the
ACC or NCC facilities would neces-
sarily take a fairly considerable
amount of time, and also in view of
the fact that the National Discipline
Scheme has been found to be a very
cheap and at the same time efficient
method of introducing the ideas of
national integration into our children,
will Government take some very
special steps with regard to a State
like West Bengal or Bihar, where it
seems some difficulties are being ex-
perienced in the introduction of this
scheme? '

Dr. K. L. Shrimali: I am aware that
this scheme has been generally liked
and welcomed by the Members of
Parliament and by the people outside
also. Every effort is being made by the
Government to expand the scope of
the scheme, and, as I said, we are
discussing the matter with the De-
fence Ministry about the scope of the
ACC and the National Discipline
Scheme, and as soon as some final
decision can be taken, arrangements
will be made to introduce physical
education on a compulsory basis ir all
the educational institutions right from
the sixth to the eleventh standards;
and, of course, NCC is being extended
in the universities.
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\_ Shri D. C. Sharma;

Will the Minister of Scientific Re-
search and Cultural Affairs be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
high-powered steering committee for
co-ordination of scientific research for
defence has set up a special committee
to formulate a programme of produc-
tion of items urgently required for de-
fence; i

(b) whether the Committee has alsc
decided to create defence cells in three
national laboratories; and

(c) if so, what is the progress in
the matter?

The Minister of Scientific Research
ang Cultural Affairs (Shri Humayun
Kabir): (a) The Steering Committee
has recommended the formation of
Working Groups to consider defence
items and suggest suitable steps for
research, development or production.

(b) and (c). Yes, Sir; these will
be created as and when necessary.

Shri Surendra Pal Singh: These
Panels or groups of scientists came in-
to being two months ago. May I know
it they have made any substantial con-
tribution up till now?

Shri Humayun Kabir: They are
contributing all the time. In fact,
more than 100 problems of interest to
deferfice are now under investigation
in the different national laboratories.

Shri Surendra Pal Singh: Apart
from taking the help of the national
laboratories in this work, may I know
it any efforts are being made to utilise
the services of the scientiste and
laboratories of the various universities
in the country?

Shri Humayun Kabir: So far as the
universities are concerned, they are
interested primarily in basic and theo-
retical research. Generally, applied
work will be done in the different
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laboratories attached to the Ministry
of Scientific Research and Cultural
Affairs and other ministries of the
Government of India,

Shri P. G. Sen: May I know whe-
ther Government has receiveg any
correspondence from the States in re-
gard to the defence items producticn,
and if so, what is the reaction of the
Government?

Shri Humayun Kabir; That ques-
tion, I think, should be addressed fto.
the Minister of Defence.

Shri B, K. Das: May I know whe--
ther any special team of sc.eatists has
been selected for the purpose?

Shri Humayun Kabir: In every
laboratory, as I have stated in my rz-
ply, wherever necessary sucl. teams
will be set up, and in fact, the labo-
ratories are working on problems
which have come to them.

Dr. K. L. Rao: May I know whether
arrangements are made with the con-
cerned engineering laboratories, as
modern defence research involves
technological techniques?

Shri Humayun Kabir: That is pre-
cisely what I have said,

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: There
is a Defence Research Section under
the Ministry of Defence. In what way
will this co-ordination take place?
Will it be under the Ministry of Scien-
tific Research and Cultural Affairs or-
under the Defence Ministry?

Shri Humayun Kabir: There is no
question of under or over here. We
are working in co-operation, but we
have set up a committee in which the
different units of the Defence Minis-
try are also represented. The Scienti-
fic Adviser to the Ministry of Defence
who is in charge of research as such,
the Controller-General »0f Defence
Production, the Master-General of
Ordnance, the Quarter-master-General,
Army Headquarters, are all members
of this committee.





