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(c) All possible assistance, such as, 
allowing the import of raw materials, 
packing materials, replacement of 
machinery, balandng equipment and 
packing machinery required for the 
industry, refund of drawback duty on 
imported raw materials, etc. is at pre-
sent given to this industry to step up 

• exports of biscuits. A separate Export 
Promotion Council has been set up for 
promoting the exports of Processed 
Foods including biscuits. 

Shri Kunhan: What is the Third 
Plan target for the production of bis-
cuLts and what is the present produc-
tion? 

Shri Manubhai Shah: The present 
production is about 26,000 tons, and 
the target is 40.000 tons. We ~x!lort 

finly about 200 tons. 

Shri Kunhan: What steps are being 
taken to improve production of bis-
cuits? 

Shri Manubhai Shah: It is already 
part· of our Plan. I am dealing with 
exports of Ibiscui ts. It is a low priori-
ty industry to which we are not able 
to extelld much of our national re-
sources for internal production and 
consumption. 
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Shri Manubhai Shah: Malaya, 
Singapore, Ceylon. Bahrein islands, 
etc. are our principal markets because 
of the nearness of distance. Each of 
this country, as the House will appre-
ciate has become independent and 
wants to industrialise itself. This is a 
simple indusry and they' start their 
Own industry. 

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: Are any 
steps taken to search new markets for 

biscuits in African countries and is 
any export duty holiday intended to 
be given to people wh~ export these 
biscuits? 

Shri Manu~hai Shah: There is a 
complete holiday. The question is 
whether our Indian biscuits will be 
permitted to be Imported by these 
countries which are themselves in a 
terrible shortage of foreign exchange. 
Their condition is worse than ours m 
the balance of payments position. It 
is, therefore, natural that they ban 
these imports. Even so in Persian 
Gulf we can make efforts. We have 
recently instituted enquiries in the 
Bahrein islands and the six gulf Coun-
tries, in Kuwait and other sheikdoms 
to see if more could be exported there. 

Shrimati RenD Chakravartty: Al-
thOUgh this is an industry which could 
be put in any backward country, is 
it a fact that the big British manu-
facturing companies are still able to 
export quite a large amount of their 
products to the South East Asian 
countries and that we are not able to 
compete with them? 

Shri Manubhai Shah: That is quite 
correct because these Huntley and 
Palmers and Britannia biscuits have 
been there for over a century. They 
have earned a name and a very great 
popularity. Because of that some bis-
cuits are being allowed to be imported 
in restricted quantities by some of 
these countries. We have t~ stand up 
against these brands and names. In 
Our own country the biscuit industry 
is not so terrific as to say that we can 
make any solid impact on exports. 
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[(a) and (b). Tbe aluminium plant 
at Pipri near Rihand (in Mirzapur 
District. u.P.) has already been es-
tablished and the smelter reached its 
full production at the rate of 20,000 m. 
tons per annum in December, 1962.] 
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8hri Kanungo: The expansion of the 
aluminium smelter to a capacity of 
50.000 metric tons has been approved, 
and they have already asked for a 
captive thermal plant which has been 
approved also. 

8hri Bhagwat Jha Azad: May I 
know whether they have given any 
indication as to what would be the 
capacity in the thelma I plant for 
which the Government has given sanc-
tion? 

Shri Kanungo: I could not tell you 
the capacity. It will be a thermal 
plant to supplement the existing sup-
ply, and the cost is likely to be of the 
order of Rs. 12 crares. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: May I knew 
what is the total capacity of this parti_ 
cular plant which is owned by Birlas 
and whether the Centre has given 
some financial assistance to it and, if 
so, how much? 

8hl'i Kanungo: The Cetnre has not 
given any financial loan. The capacity 
at present is 20.000 mertic tons. and 
the expansion (apacity will be 50,000 
metr,c tons 

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May I know 
whether in view of this expansion 
programme, the factory people have 
asked for any foreign exchange help 
or any other help? 

Shri Kanungo: Of course the foreign 
exchange component will be provided 
for by loan arrangements by the firm 
with their partners elsewhere. 

Wool Shortage 

*957. Shri Buta Singh: Will the-
Minister of Commerce and Industry 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that there 
is an a.cute shortage of wool in the 
country; 

(bl whether it is also a fact that 
there has been a tremendous increase 
in the prices of woollen goods; 

(c) if so, whether Government pro-
pose to increase the import of wool 
from other countries; and 

(d) the steps taken, if any, in this 
regard? 

The Minister of International Trade 
in the Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry (Shri Manubhai Shah): (a) to , 




