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Mr. Speaker: When would it begin?

Shri P. C. Sethi: It is difficult to
_give the exact date, but it is under
active consideration.

Shri Indrajit Gupta: May I know
whether there is any scheme by which
‘these technicians who are being train-
.ed abroad, on their return can be used
by us for our own independent train-
.ing course here? Can they be used as
‘trainers?

Shri P. C. Sethi: We have already
;got our training programme in all the
three steel plants, and we have got
persons who are taking up this train-
ing programme.

Dr. U. Misra: I« the Governmen‘
.aware that quite a large number of
highly qualified technical personnel
including the 400 experienced techni-
~clans discharged by TISCO in 1958 are
still unemployed and, if so, may 1
know whether they will be absorbed
in the Hindustan Steel in view of
-additional requirement of technicians?

Shri P. C. Sethi: When they make
the recruitment the HSL would
certainly consider if they are found
suitable.
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Shri P. C, Sethi: That question does
not arise from this, but a change has

been made in the HSL Board of
Directors.
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Mr. Speaker:
oriented institutes
lished?

Shri P. C. Sethi: We have a train-
ing programme in all the three plants.
Besides this, a training programme is
also being undertaken in various other
industries such as TELCO, Hindustan
Machine Tools, and others.

How many steel-
have been estab-

Shri Venkatasubbaiah: May I know
how far in drafting the technical
personne] to the various steel plants,
the considerations of the various
regions have been kept up, and whe-
ther there is any uniformity in the
matter of recruitment from all the
States?

Shri P. C. Sethi: As far as unskilled
workers are concerned, regional con-
siderationg are being taken into ac-
count, but as far as the technical per-
sonnel are concerned, they are being
taken on merits,

Indian Tea Delegation

+
[ Sbri P_ R. Chakraverti:
Shri Maheswar Naik:
*943. { Shri P. K. Deo:
| 8hri P, K Ghosh:
[ Shri P. C. Borooah:

Wil] the Minister of Commerce and
Industry be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Indian Tea Delega-
tion that visited Australia, New Zea-
land and Singapore has suggesied a
joint promotion scheme for increas-
ing exports to these countries;

(b) what are the other recommen-
dations of the Delegation; and

(c) the steps taken to give effect to
these recommendations?

The Minister of International Trade
in the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry (Shri Manubhai Shah): (a)
to (c). A statement is laid on the
Table of the House.



STATEMENT

(a) The Delegation recommended

joint promotion in respect of Austra-
lia only.

(b) AUSTRALIA

(i) Besides joint promotion, the
Delegation recommended a
uninational campaign, which
could take the form of setting
up a Tea Centre in Sydney
and Tea Bars in the big cities.

(ii) India should launch pure
Indian packs depending up-
on the response to the unin-
ationa] campaign,

(iii) There is a wide field for
Public Relations which can
be exploited for popularising
Indian tea.

(iv) Steps should be taken in
India to make Indian tea
more attractive in the Aus-
tralian market.

~

(v) The Tea Board should orga-
nise and finance a sampling
service to established Aus-
tralian buyers, large and
small, with a view to present-
ing a wider field of Indian
teas suitable in quality and
price, for the Australian
market.

(vi) The tea buyers and blenders
of prominent firms in  Aus-
tralia should be invited 1o
visit India so that they may
have an opportunity of visit-
ing tea areas and auctiors in
India.

NEW ZEALAND

(i) A substantial improvement in
Indian exports could be at-
tained by introducing the
Tea Board sampling service
along the lines recommended
for the trade in Australia.
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(ii) With a view to improving
the buyers’ knowledge of
the very large variety of teas
available from India, invita-
tion to the trade to visit In-
dia will give an ample op-
portunity for pushing up cur
teas in that market.

(iii) Some public relationg work
is also necessary,

SINGAPORE

(i) With a view to overcoming the
reluctance to trade with India,
samples of Indian teas, care-
fully chosen for suitable
quality and competitive prices
should be distributed to the
loca] Tea Merchants’ Associa-
tions, to Indian traders and to
the large British firms.

(ii) With a view to pushing up
quality packet tea trade
among the well-to-do in
Singapore, it is necessary to
get in touch with a few large
quality stores in Singapore to
stock a fair range of Indian
tea packets, The Indian en-
terprises should push up their
packet exports to such chain
stores with advertising mate-
rials,

(c) The Tea Council of Australia
hag been formed recently in which
Australian trade has agreed to parti-
cipate with Ceylon and India. Action
has been intiated for introducing sam-
plig service for Australian and New
Zealand trade,

Shri P, C, Chakraverti: May I know
how far the reduction of the export
duty and the enhancement of the
excise duty would help in the export
{rade of tea?
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Shri Manubhai Shah: It should
Teally help. If the figures for the last
three monthg are any indication, they
show an upwarq trend.

Shri P, B. Chakraverti: What is
the existing quantum of the export
trade to those regions and what are
the foreign exchange earnings?

Shri Manubhai Shah: As far as
Australia is concerned, in 1943-44, the
export of tea was 20 million lbs; gra-
dually over the years it came down to
as low as three million lbs. But in
1961, it was 4.1 million 1bs. In 1962,
it has gone up to 11.6 million lbs.

Shri Maheswar Naik: May I know
whether it is a fic, that tea from
Ceylon and China particularly is
marketeq there plentiful in those
areas, whereas tea from India has not
been popularised at all?

Shri Manubhai Shah: In tea China
is not a serious competitor but Indo-
nesia to some extent. But the main
competitor is Ceylon. That is where
in the past we have lost the markets
to them. We are trying to increase
our exports now.

Shri P. C. Borooah: May I know
whether Jack of familiarity of the
quality of Indian tea amongst the po-
tential buyers of tea in these coun-
tries has been responsible for less ex-
port to these countries and if so, what
steps have been taken in this regard?

Shri Manubhai Shah: It is not lack
of quality, but lack of effort.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: The
statcment laid on the Table shows
?h.at the delegation recommended
joint promotion in respect of Austra-
lia only. TIs the House to understand
that there is no scope for joint pro-
motion in the case of New Zealand
and Singapore and further how much
superior quality tea is being exported
to these countries, and is only inferior
tea being dumped for home consum-
ption?
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Shri Manubhai Shah: It is not so;
if the hon. Member sees, he will find
there is the same pattern of consum-
ption of tea practically all over the
world ag in India—some class of sup-
erior tea is sold, but the bulk is
everywhere common tea, Therefore,
there is no dumping of inferior tea on
Indian consumers. As a matter of
fact, we are more choosy in consum-
ing tea. It is the common tea, which
is the inferior tea that goes out.
Shrimati Savitri Nigam: In the
statement it is said that some public
relations work is also necessary. In
fact, the same thing was recommend-
ed by severa] other experts and dele-
gates who have visited various coun-
tries in connection with tea export.
They have also recommended that our
public relations work is very weak.

Mr, Speaker: Why should the hon.
Member make such a Jong statement?
She should come to the question
directly.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May I
know what gteps have been taken
in recent years 1961 1962 and 1963
to start this public relations work in
respect of countries where our tea is.
exported?

Shri Manubhai Shah: Several steps
are taken including strengthening of
the public relations, opening of tea
centres there and as the House will
see, and as I have 'mentioned, in one
year we have raised it from 4 million
to 11 million lbs. Therefore, there is
some result coming up.

Fertilizer Plant, Katnj
+
( Shri Bishanchander Seth:
Shri Yashpal Singh:
Shri D. C, Sharma:
Shri Subodh Hansda:
*944, { Shri S, C, Samanta:
Shri Sidheshwar Prasad:
Shri Birendra Bahadur
Singh:
[ Shri R. S, Pandey:

Will the Minister of Steel and
Heavey Industries be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Gov-
ernment have decided to set up a fer-
tilizer plant at Katni;





