10353 Oral Answers

Shri Mehr Chang Khanna: What the
State Governments have done is this.
They have cut down their own alloca-
tions and diverted the money meant
for housing to other projects, and they
are asking the Centre to find more
funds, and the Finance Minister very
rightly told them that if they made
an effort he was prepared to help them,
but that he could not fill up the gap.

Shri Shivananjappa: May I know
whether there is a cut in the alloca-
tion meant for rural housing alsc?

Shri Mehr Chand Khanna: It is an
all-round cut, and it will affect rural
housing also.

Shri P. R. Patel: May I know whe-
ther any allocations is made to subsi-
dise houses for the agricultural
labourdrs and agriculturists?

Shri Mehr Chand Khamna: I do not
think I deal wiht them. That is the
concern of the Ministry of Food and
Agriculture.

Dr. Sarojini Mahishi: What is the
percentage of reduction in housing in
the various States, and which section
of the housing scheme is being sffect-
ed, specially?

Shri Mehr Chand Khanma: The re-
duction is to the extent of 50 per cent.
There has been a certain amount of
misunderstanding, which was clarified
by the Planning Minister only two
days ago, namely that the directive
issued by the NDC and the Planning
Commission has been interpreted very
literally. The idea is that as far as
industrial housing is concerned, it
should be given a very high priority.
Unless we can put up houses for in-
dustrial workers, it will not help the
production programme in the countrv.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Is it a
fact that the State Governments have
been asked by the Centre to raise
additional resources for these housing
schemes, and if so have they expres—
sed their inability to do so?

Shri Mehr Chand Khanna: No.
‘What the State Governments have
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been asked is this, that the money
meant for housing under the Plan
should not be diverted to other

projects.

Skri P. Kunhan: Is it a fact that the
progress of plantation labour housing
schemes is very poor, and if so, what
steps have bee ntaken for implement-
ing it?

Shri Mehr Chand Khamna: That is
so. The difficully has been about the
element of subsidy. To industrial
workers we are giving a certain
amount of subsidy, about 25 per cent.
Now, what has been suggested is that
the same subsidy should be given in
the matter of plantation labour. The
Planning Minister is setting up a small
working group to examine this matter.
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The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Irrigation amnd Power (Shri
Alagesan): It is not right to say that
the Nepal Government has been de-
laying matters. Their engineers and
our engineers have been discussing
this question. The Gandak Board has
decided to make this an integral part
of the project, and as soon as tle
joint inspection that was decided
upon by the Government of Nepal
was held, they have given the green
signal and asked us to take over the
lands after depositing the money that
is required. The UP Government is
seized of the matter, and I hope the
construction will start soon.
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Shri Alagesan: I had a talk with
the Minister for Irrigation in this re-
gard. They are very anxious tc take
up this work as early as possible.
The only question that will have to
be considered is that any work that
may be undertaken now should not
become infructuous after the momn-
soons set in. Subject to thut, they
will proceed with this work as quick-
Iy as possible.
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Shri Alagesam: The Central Gov-
ernment will not give any aid.

Dr. K. L. Rao: May I know whether
hydraulic model studies have been
made or are proposed to be made to
study the effect of the embankments
on the left bank of the river?

Snri Alagesan: All these studies
have been gone through and the align-
ment has been settled. It think only
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the work of construction remains to
be undertaken.

Dr. K. L. Rao: I refer to model
studies of the effect of the right side
embankments on the left bank of tne
river. Have they been made?

Shri Alagesan: As far as my in-
formation goes all these studies that
are necessary, that should precede
such a work have been made, and
if anything remains to be done, it
would be undertaken.
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Mr. Speaker: Whether any facili-
ties have been given to Nepal Gov-

ernment in order to get that C.vern-
ment’s consent—that is the question.
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Shri K. C. Pant: What is the total
cost of this project and will Nepal
contribute any share of it?

Shri Alagesan: The project will be
entirely financed by us. I am  not
able to say the total cost.

Shri Sham Lal Saraf: When this
project is completed, wili it be a
multi-purpose project? Besides flood
protection, what will be the power
potential?

Shri Alagesan: ‘There will be a
flood embunkment and also a canal.
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It will mean irrigation also. So that
it is both for irrigation and flood
control.
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[(a) There has been an increase in
prices of silver since about the middle
of January 1963 on account of the
seasonal demand for the metal and in

sympathy with the rise ian inicrna-
tional prices of silver.

(b) and (ch It is not possible to
indicate in advance any proposals
which Government may have in this
regard.}
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