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(b) The composition and terms of
reference of the Wage Board are
being finalized.
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Shri P. C. Borooah: May I know
whether the Government considers
that there is scope to raise the wages
of the workers in the industry with-
out increasing the cost of production?

Shri R. K. Malviya: That is a hypo-
thetical question. We have to exa-
mine it; every time there is a demand
from the employers. When any
increase in wages is given, there |is
invariably a demand from the emp-
loyers for an increase in the prices.
In every case we have to examine it
and on merits we do it.

Shri Indrajit Gupta: May I know
whether Government proposes to limit
this wage board to the iron ore mines
only or whether it will cover the
manganese ore mines also?
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Shri B, K. Malviya: No, Sir; at the
moment it will cover only the irom
ore mines. There is a separate board
for dolomite and limestone; not for
manganese.

Shri Dinen Bhattacharya: In view
of the fact that there is a long-stand-
ing demand from the metal and
engineering workers for a wage board,
may I know whether Government has
given any thought to it and whether a
wage board will be set up for the
engineering workers?

Shri R. K. M\alviya: Not at present

Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah: May 1
know whether any statistical data has
been collected about the number of
people employed throughout the
country in iron ore mines?

Shri R. K. Malviya: Yes, Sir. The
number employed in iron ore mines
is 49,862.

Shri R. G. Dubey: May I know
whether in forming these wage
boards the requirements of the various
regions will be taken into considera-
tion?

Shri R, K. Malviya: Yes, Sir.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May 1
know whether this wage board has
also considered the question of giv-
ing equal wages to women labourers
as are given to men labourers?

Mr. Speaker: If they have not, they
should consider it now.

Steel for Ordnance Factories
+
[ Shri B. K. Das:

458. { Shri Subodh Hansda:
| Shrimati Savitri Nigam:

Will the Minister of Defence be
pleased to state:

(a) the percentage of requirements
of steel for the Ordnance Factories
now available from indigenous sour-
ees; and

.
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(b) how the supply has been aug-
mented from these sources after the
declaration of emergency?

The Minister of Defence Production
ifn the Ministry of Defence (Shri
Raghuramaiah): (a) About 95% of
the prescnt requirements of Steels are
met from indigenous sources.

(b) The capacity of the Ordnance
Facteries is being  supplemented by
supplies from other Public and Pri-
vate Sector Steel Plants. Cold rolled

Sheets, which had to be imported
previously, are now being supplicd
by Hindustsn Steel Ltd, Rourkela

and Shell bloom and billets by the
other Plants.

Shri B. K Das: May 1 know whe-
ther there is any item of production
for which we have {o depend entirely
on the imported steel?

Shri Raghuramaiah: There are cer-
tain alloys like Ferro Tungsten, Ferro
Vanadium and Ferro Chrome in regard
10 which we have to depend on
imports.

Shri B, K, Das: May I kuow to
what extent this demand for import-
ed stcel has gone up during the
cmergency?

Shri Raghuramaiah: Probably the
hon. Member is asking a question
about the total increase in the demand
for the whole country. That, probably,
the Minister for Steel and Hecavy
Indusiries will be able to give.

Shri Subodh Hansda: The hon.
Minister has stated that about 95 per
cent of the present requirements of
stecls are met from indigenous pro-
duction of the steel factories at
Rourkela and other steel plants. May
J know whether there is any plan for
the setting up of sleel plants especial-
ly for the alloy steels by the Defence
Ministry?

Shri Raghuramaiah: The Housc is
aware that sometime back a decision
was taken to set up an alloy steel
factory. The matter is under further
examination at the moment.
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Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May I
know whether the hon. Minister 1is
aware of the news that has appeared
in all the newspapers that supplies of
alloy steel to the ordnance factories
have been irregular; if so, whether a
proper assessment has been made
regarding the requirements and® pro-
per planning has been made regarding
its proper supply to the ordnance
factories?

- Shri Raghuramaiah: As a matter of
fact, the Ministry of Steel and Heavy
Industries has made the nccessary
arrahgements to meet the  defence
requirements by pooling all available
resources  in the country. Of course,
it has been planned and it is going on
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