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posed to be built in Calcutta and, it
30, how far progress has been made
in respect of that?

Mr. Speaker: The question is not
about the aerodromeg that are to be
built? it is about the modernisation
only.

Shri Hem Barua: Arising out of the
bon. Defence Minister’s reply that the
aerodromes are modcrnised not on
the State basis but on the basis of
needs of strategy, if I understood him
aright, is it not a fact that the aero-

_dromes in Assam need to be moder-
nised, and may I know how far uny
progress hag been made so far as the
air-fields in Assam are concerned?

Shri Y. B, Chavan: 1 think that
would form a separate guestion.
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Mr. Speaker; Next question.

Shri Sarjoo Pandey: It is a very im-
portant question,

Mr. Speaker: It is very important so
far he is concerned, but not so for
the whole House,

Shrij Hem Barua: You will agree
mine was more important.

Mr. Speaker; Ycg and that is why T
alloweq that. Next question,

Occupational Health Hazards in Coal
Mines

¥455. Shri P. R. Chakraverti: Will
ilic Minister of Labour and Employ-
ment be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have sug-
gested to medical research and social
organisations to investigate into cer-
tain aspects of occupational health
hazards particularly in coa] mines;
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(b) the result of survey carried out
in 1961 by the Chief Adviser of Fac-
tories and the Chief Inspector of Mines
in regard to the incidence of pneumo-
coniosis and tuberculosis among under-
ground workers;

(¢) whether the Cenlral Mining Re-
search Institute is conducling investi-
galion in that line; and

(d) if so, what are their findings?

The Depuiy Minister in the Minis-
try of Labcur and Employment (Shri
R. K, Malviya): (1) An enquiry las
been made whether it will be possi-
ble for them to undertake  investiga-
tion ou certain aspects of the problem
of pncumorconiosis in coal amines.

(b) The =aniple survey carried out
in 1959-60 revealed an incidence of
18.8 per ceni of pneumoconiosis and
6.6 per cent of tuberculosis amongst
coal-miners who had worked under-
ground for 10 or more years.

(¢) The Central Mining Research
Station js carrying out investigations
into the extent of dust exposure in
coa] mines and methodg of dust con-
trol,

(d) The investigations are still in

progress. .

Shri P. R, Chakraverti: May I know
what steps Government has taken to
ensure immunily to the workers
against these devitalising diseases?

Shri R. K. Malviya: Investigation is
going on and when it is completed and
the recommendations are made, they
will he implemented.

The HMinister of Planning and Labour
and Employment (Shri Nanda): It
has been discovered that there is a
relationship between the proportion of
dust in the atmosphere and the inci-
dence of these diseascs. Steps aré
being taken to frame the rules in such
a way that this dust ratio should be
controlled better,

Shri R S. Pandey: Apart from the
diseases due to dust in the atmosphere,
there are many who suffer from suffo-
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cation and ultimately they suffer
from T.B. May I know what measures
Government are proposing to take
for them and whether nutritious food
will be provided for them?

Shri R. K. Malaviya: We have a
programme for prevention and treat-
ment of T.B. through the Coalmines
Labour Welfare Fund. We have got
a large number of beds reserved in
the sanatoria all over the country. We
have also built hospitals attached to
the central hospitals in Dhanbad and
Asansol with 100 beds each for this
purpose.
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Shri Narendra Singh Mahida: May
I know whether these workers are
covered by any insurance scheme?

Shri R. K. Malviya: No, Sir; they
are governed by the provident fund
scheme.

Shri A, N. Vidyalankar: May I know
whether the Government keeps gtatis-
tics with regard to the cure and rate
of death amongst these workers due
to T.B. or other occupational diseases?

Shri R. K. Malviya: Yes, Sir.
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Shri R. K. Malviya: Generally Re.
50 P.M. for domiciliary treatment.

Wage Board for Irop Ore Mines

.

+
Shri Bibhutt Mishra:
*457.{ Shri P, C. Borooah:
L Shri Indrajit Gupta:

Will the Minister of Labour an@
Employment be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a Wage
Board for Iron Ore Mines is to be
appointed; and

(b) it so, when it will be appointed
and what will be its terms of refer-
ence?

The Deputy Minister in the Minds-
try of Labour and Employment (Shri
B K Malviya): (a) Yes





