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are certain places in the Punjll!b, 
Gurdaspur District for insta~ce, which 
are more than 5,000 metres high? 

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri S. K. Patil): 5,000 metres? 

Shri D. C. Sharma: What is the 
Government going to do in regard to 
those areas in the Punjab and else-
where in India which are above 500 
metres? 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Adually, 
in Hoshiarpur .... 

Shri Inder S. Malhotra: Gurdaspur. 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: So far as I 
know, the areas are not Joigher than 
5000 metres. They may be higher 
than 500 metres. But these seminars 
did consider about all areas. Simla 
itself is in Punjab and it has a higher 
altitude than 500 metres. So, that is 
covered. But in the scope of that In-
accessible Areas Committee only Kulu 
Valley was included. 
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Nutrition Education 

+ r Shrimati Savitri Nigam: 
8hri Ram Harkh Yadav: 

·885. { Shri Maheswar Naik: 

I 8hri Surendra Pal Singh: 
I 8hri S. N. Chaturvedi: 
l Shri 8ham LaI Saraf: 

Will the Minister of Food and Acri-
culture be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government propose 
to start a mobile food and nutrition 
extension service for nutrition educa-
tion and better utilization and pre-
servation of food; and 

(b) if so, the scope and working of 
the scheme? 

The ::' .lrliamenlary Secretary to the 
Ministe: of FOOd and Agricultnre 
(Shri Shinde): (a) The Government 
have already set up four Mobile Food 
and Nutrition Extension Units, one in 
each region i.e. Northern, Eastern, 
Western and Southern with head-
quarters at New Delhi, Calcutta, 
Bombay and Madras. The Unit at 
New Delhi was inaugurated on the 
22nd March, 1963 and the other Units 
are also likely to start functioning in 
the near future. 

(b) Briefly, the scope of the scheme 
is as follOWS: 

(i) the introduction and populari-
zation of new, enriched and 
improved foods; 

(ii) the propagation of ideas 
concerning nutrition, balanced 
diets, etc., and the dissemina-
tion of information concern-
ing nutritional deficiency 
diseases and the methods for 
their prevention; 

(iii) the propagation of new and 
improved techniques for the 
handling, cooking, processing 
and preservation of food-
stnfis; and 

(iv) the collection of information 
relating to patterns of food-
conswnption. 

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May I 
know whether any books have also 
been published for the people who 
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would like to learn the methods of 
cooking in order to get more and more 
nutrition from food? 

Shr! Sh!inde: Yes, Sir. The scheme, 
as has been already submitted, is to 
be launched and some preparation 
has already been made. Some book-
lets have already been issued for ,pro-
pagating the scheme. 

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May 
know how much money has been 
invested on each van and whether 
the Government is going to extend 
this facility of providing a van to 
other important cities of the country? 

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (iShri 
A. M. Thomas): The cost of van and 
equipment works out to about 
Ro. 70,000. It is our idea, after more 
regional extension units have been 
started, to have in each State one 
extens:on unit and later to increase 
it according to the circumstances. 

Shri Maheswar Naik: May I know 
whether the benefit of this service is 
proposed to be extended to the 
interior areas also? 

Shri Shinde: The scheme is to 
operate in urban areas as well as in 
rural areas. 

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: Has the Gov-
ernment got any more mobile vans 
which they could give to private 
organisation, interested in better 
nutrition and also distribution of 
multi-purpose nutritional food? 

Shri A. M. Thomas: Now there are 
only four vans in all the four regional 
areas. It is only after the require-
ments of these States are met that 
other demands could be considered. 

Shri S. N. Chaturvedi: May I know 
through what agencies knowledge 
about nutrition and balanced diet is 
being disseminated? 

Shri Shinde: The scheme is sup-
posed to work in collaboration with 

organisations and institutions such as 
science colleges, home science colleges, 
social welfare organisations, indus-
trial canteens and extension training 
centres, NES blocks, vigyan mandirs 
and other s:lch organisations. 

Dr. Gaitonde: May I know whether 
it is a fact that some other Ministry 
is doing the same type of work, 
namely the Health Ministry, and if 
so, whether the Food and Agriculture 
Ministry is in contact with the Health 
M,nistry in regard to this scheme? 

Shri A. M. Thomas: In fact: there 
is necessary collaboration with the 
He.alth Ministry. Also, there is the 
National Nutrition Advisory Com-
mittee in which the Ministries of 
Health, Food and Agriculture and 
Community Development are repre-
sented. There is nO extension wing 
as such in the Health Ministry accord-
ing to the pattern that we have 
devised. 

Shri Sham Lal Sarar: May I know 
whether an attempt has been made to 
have a nutritional survey of the food 
habits to wh,ch the people are accus-
tomed all over the country? 

Shri Shinde: Yes, trial surveys have 
been made regarding the dietary, and 
these surveys have revealed that 
severe malnutrition and under-nutri-
tion are widespread in India. 
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Shri Shinde: It is a vast work, but, 

of course, the scheme is presumed to 
be very practical. 

Dr. Sarojini Mahish!l: May I know 
the nature of co-ordination between 
the UNICEF Nutrition Extension 
Service and this scheme? 
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Shri Shinde: The UNICEF in fact is 
extending assistance to the schemes 
which are going to be operated in 
India. 

Mr. Speaker: Next question. Shri 
H. C. Soy. 

Shri Kapur Singh: Before you pass 
on to the next question, I want to 
make a suggestion to you. Since Shri 
Kachhavaiya is absent perforce and 
not of his own volition, I suggest that 
somebody else may be allowed to put 
his question. I am prepared to put 
that question. 

Mr. Speaker: That cannot happen. 
First. let the whole list of questions 
be exhausted. Then we can consider 
that. 

Production of Lac in Bihar 

+ 
'887. J Shr~ Sidheshwar Prasad: 

l Shn H. C. Soy: 

Will the Minister of FoOd and Agri-
culture be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
present scheme to step up the pro-
duction of lac and its marketing in 
Bihar has failed to achieve the desired 
result; and 

(b) if so, the steps to reorientate 
the whol~ scheme? 

The I\linister of State in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Dr. Ram 
Subhag Singh): (a) The present 
scheme to step up production of lac 
in Bihar has succeeded in increasing 
the production. No scheme on 
marketing of sticklac is in operation 
in Bihar. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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Dr. Ranen SeD: In view of the fact 
that this industry for the prOduction 
of lac is limited to a certain part of 
Bengal and Bihar. to certain contig-
uous territories of Bengal and Bihar, 
is there any integrated scheme com-
prising both Bengal and Bihar for 
the development of lac in both these 
areas? 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Yes, there 
is going to be an integrated scheme 




