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Shri Bhagavati: Sir, I have already
given the number of radio licences
issued.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May I
know whether the Government is in-
tending to amend the law and to a.
all the dealers to sell radios after g-
ting licences issued by the authorities?

Shri Bhagavati: Under the present
Act they have to inform the authori-
ties, and accordingly steps are taken
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Mr. Speaker: It is a suggestion for
action.

Shri Tyagi:, Has there been any
proposal under the consideration of
Government to levy a consolidated
amount of licence fee at the point of
purchase of radio sets so that after-
wards the buyer may not have to
bother about annual fees at all?

Mr. Speaker:

for action.

Another suggestion

Shri Tyagi: No, Sir. It is not a
suggestion. Some such thing war
under the consideration of Govern-
ment.

Mr. Speaker: Next question.
Asian Highways

*883. Shri Maheswar Naik: Will
the Minister of Transport and Com-
munications be pleased to state:

(a) the progress made so far in the
proposal to develop a system of Asian
Highways;
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(b) the portions of Indian and
Pakistani highways brought under
the Asian Highway system up to date;

(c) the financial implications in-
volved in the scheme for the parti-
cipating countries; and

(d) the measures suggested for the
participating countries to adopt in
order that international restriction
may not stand in the way of proper
utilization of the highways for inter-
national traffic?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Transport and Communications
(Shri Bhagavati): (a) to (d). A state-
ment giving the required information
is laid on the Table of the House.
[Placed in the Library. See No. LT-
1130/63].

Shri Maheswar Naik: From the
statement it appears that a certain
portion of our national highways is
being covered under the Asian High-
way System. May I know whether
any additional aid is being made
available from ECAFE to bring up
the standard of the road system in
India to the international standard?

Shri Bhagavati: ECAFE is now
trying to get some funds from the
Special Fund of the UNO. It is esti-
mated that the foreign exchange
equivalent will be of the order of
21,17,020 dollars.

Shri Maheswar Naik: May I know
whether any measures have so far
been taken to restore the missing
links between India, Pakistan and
Burma?

Shri Bhagavati: The idea is to con-
nect all Capitals from Indonesia in
the East to Turkey in the West.
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Shri Bhagavati: I have already

stated in the statement the steps
taken so far. Apart from that, two
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reconnaissance surveys have becn
completed. The expert teams which
conducted these two surveys have
recommended that a sum equivalent
to 27,85,600 dollars would be required
for pre-investment survey of the route
through Burma-East Pakistan-Afgha-
nistan-Iran.
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Shri Bhagavati: It is very difficult
to say that.

Shri D. C. Sharma: From the state-
ment I find that there are 11 priority
routes in India and six additional
routes. May I know on how many
routes work has been taken up? How
many routes are still in the stage of
preparation of estimates and how
many routes are still in cold storage?

Shri Bhagavati: The steps already
taken have been given fully in the
statement. Apart from that, two re-
connaissance surveys have been made.

Shri D, C. Sharma: Where?

Shri Bhagavati: In Burma-East
Pakistan-Afghanistan-Iran.

Shri D, C. Sharma: Sir, I am talk-
ing of the routes in India but the hon.
Minister is talking of the routes in
Pakistan.

Mf. Speaker: Order, order. The
question was in how many routes in
India the work has been started and
how many routes are in the stage of
preparing plans. So far as the third
question about cold storage is con-
cerned, probably, the Minister might
not have access to that.

Shri Bhagavati: I require notice to
answer that question.
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