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Shri Raj Bahadar: Mutual conces-
sion in regard to freight cannot be 
given by the conference. I do not 
know what they are going to arrive at. 

Shri J.ndrajit Gupta: Have the Gov-
ernment seriously considered this as-
pect that in case this Conference de-
cides on an upward revision of freight 
it may have a very adverse effect on 
our export programme? 

Shri Raj Bahadur: I do not knoll' 
on what basis the hon. Members pre-
sumes that we are not very seriously 
concerned about it. In fact, we have 
taken ample care to see that no up-
ward revision of freight takes place 
without any reason. Some two years 
back we have, in fact, advised that 
there should be a basis for increase in 
freight, whenever it is contemplated. 
Everything should proceed according 
to that. " 

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: Have the Gov-
ernment on their part formulated any 
specific scheme Or proposals in respect 
of freight rates and, if so, is the Min-
ister in a position to give us a broad 
indication of that position? 

Shri Raj Bahadur: No indication is 
pos!ibll'. But, we will surely consi-
der the views expresoed by the con-
ference. Apart from that, it should 
be realised that these conferences are 
autonomous bodies and our companies 
arc members thereof. As Members 
thl'Y can express opinions. If the con-
ference takes a decision to make up-
ward revision of freight, the only 
remedy is to ask our companies to 
come out of that conference. We 
have got no administrative control 
over the conference. But, there is an 
agreed basis of functioning a~cording 
to which they function. We hope that 
nothing will be done to unnecessarily 
jeopardise the interests of our foreign 
trade. 

Mr. Speaker: Next question. 
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Shri Maheswar Naik: MdY I know 
whether the attention of the han. 
Minister has been drawn to a recent 
report to the effect that the Planning 
Commission hJS considered the steps 
so far taken for the production of 
cotton as inadequate and whether anT 
further steps have been taken by the 
Government to raise the output? 
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Shri P. R. Patel: I want to know 
whether the Government is aware 
that the import of cotton under P.L. 
480 in large quantities adversely 
affects production of cotton here. 

Dr. Ram Suhbag Singh: It is to some 
extent correct. But, as the hon. 
Member might appreciate, last year, 
the total production of cotton was only 
45 lakhs bales. The annual consump-
tion of our textile fact'Jri'?S is from 
53. to 56 lakh bales. So, we had to 
take resort to the import programme. 
Because, had we not imported cotton 
last year, our mills would have been 
starved That was necessary last 
year. Now we will keep this in mind. 

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May 
know besides increasing production 
of cotton, what steps the Agriculture 
Ministry is taking to increase the 
quality and per acre production of 
cotton? 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: We are try-
ing to introduce better seeds and pro-
vide better irrigation and fertiliser 
facilitie~. Added to that, we want to 
give better prices for our cotton so 
that the farmers may have a suitable 
incentive to increase the per acre 
yield of cotton as well as to grow 
better varieties. 

Dr. P. S, Deshmukh: It is now 
agreed by everybody that greater 
agricultural production depends on 
remunerative prices for the growers. 
This year, the cotton growers, because 
they produced mnre, have had a very 
bad experience. What is the Govern-
ment's proposal to counteract such 
similar circumstances for the next 
year? 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: The Agri-
culture Ministry has taken measures 
and that has now been accepted by 
our other colleagues and that would 
be announced within a week perhaps, 
We are going to give incentive in 
terms of prices also. The fioor is go-
ing to be increased. We will watch 
the trends on our production and 
markets and try to link up prices in 
~ ~,'_i.it'-lblc n1nnncr. 

Dr. M. S. Aney: Has the Govern-
ment realised or not that prices of 
cotton generally are low when the 
cotton is in the hands of farmers and 
they generally rise after it goes from 
the h'mds of the farmers to the mer-
chant~? Is there any step in the 
contemplation of Government to 
remove this difficulty? 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: We realise 
this difficulty and we are constantly 
paying our attention. We consulted 
the hon. Members from the cotton-
growing States also twice this year, 
and on the basis of their suggestions, 
we have made certain suggestions to 
our other colleagues and to the 
Planning Commission. Most of those 
suggestions have been accepted, and 
they will be announced within a week 
or so. 
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