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Shri Tyagi: Is there any plan to set 
up trador stations in various regions 
from where cultivators could avail of 
the agricultural machinery on hire? 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: That is a 
scheme I shall have to consider be-
cause it is very useful. I want to re-
commend this idea. 

Dr. P. S. De~mukh: Is the hon. 
Minister aware that the Planning Com-
mission does not hold very progres-
siv(' views about progressive mecha-
nisal·ion? If so, is he going to convert 
them to his view because there is a 
dC'!l1and on the part of farmers for 
progressive mechanisation? 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: I re<!ognise 
that without going in that direction 
progressively, there will not be a 
suitable increase in production be<!ause 
the most modern techniques are re-
quired to be introduced in our agri-
culture. I do not want to shirk that 
responsi'bili ty. 

Shri A. P. Jain: Since the ceiling 
law has limited the size of holdlings, 
have Government any programme for 
importing or manufacturing sman 
tractors of 8-10 range? 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: We are hav-
ing that in view. Small tractors are 
going to be very useful in our agrI-
culture. So We have opened some 
centres Where these tractors are being 
put on demonstration. 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: The East 
Asiatic Company will go into produc-
tion very soon, and the UK Landmas-
ter will be produced there. We are 
at present considering the Japanese 
small tractor, and we wiIJ have that 
also manufactured here. 

SIlri A. P. Jain: Has the Minister 
hand tractor in mind? I mentioned 
about the 8 to 10 ton range. 

Dr Ram Subhag Singh: Yes, Sir. 
We shall dO that. 

Sethusamudram Project 

+ r Shrl Muthlah: 
·784. ~ Shri Ramanathan 

L Chettlar: 

Will the Minister of Transport and 
Communications be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Naval Hydrographic 
Office at Dehra Dun has recently com-
pleted a major sUI"V'ey of the gull of 
Mannar and the Palk Straits for the 
constnuction of the Sethusamudram 
Project; 

(b) if so, what are the findirugs of 
the survey; and 

(c) when the Sethusamudram pro-
ject will be constructed? 

The Miaister of Shipping in the Min-
istry of Transport and C"mmIlRica-
tions (Shrl Raj Bahadur): (a) to (e). 
In order to arrive at a reHable esti-
mate at the cost of the project, it was 
considered necessary to carry out cer-
tain land and sea surveys and inves-
tigations in the project arClll. A provi-
sion of Rs. 22.14 lakhs has accordingly 
been made for this purpose in the 
Thi~d Five Year Plan. This work 
included a hydrographic survey Of the 
sea approaches to the proposed canal. 
The work was entrusted to the Naval 
HydrogI'aphy Branch of the Ministry 
Of Defence, who have completed it 
in the last survey season. The Gov-
ernment Of Madras who are preparing 
the fresh estima Ie of costs has in limat-
Cd that the findings and charts in 
respect Of this survey are awaited by 
them and that further necessary action 
would be taken by them on receipt. 

The qUICstion of taking up the Sethu-
samudram Project will be considered, 
when the conect cost Of the project Is 
known. 

Shri Muthialh: I want to know the 
dept.!! of the water in the sea, and the 
nature of the soil at the bottom, whe-
ther it is sandy or rocky. 

Shri Raj Bahadur: I cannot exactly 
give the results at the survey as done 
by the experts. 
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Or. K. L. Rao: May I know whether, 

In view of the national importance of 
this project, investigations are being 
made for a by-pass channel on the 
land also? 

Shri R:lj Bahadur: do not think 
any investigations for a by-pass chan-
n~l on the land are being made. I am 
not aW3re of it. 

Siltation of Calcutta Port 

'785. Shri R. Barua: Will the Min-
ister of Transport and Communica-
tions be pleased to state the steps 
Government have taken to establish 
a Hydraulic Study Department to go 
into the problems of silation of Cal-
cutta Port? 

The Minister of Shipping in the 
Ministry of Transport and Communi-
cations (Shri Raj Bahadur): A state-
ment is laid on the Table of the House 
[Placed \n Library, See No. LT-I088/ 
63]. 

Shri R. Barua: May I know whe-
ther it is contemplated to develop 
Haldia port, and if so, how much 
money is earmarked for it? 

Shri Raj Bahadur: Money ear-
marked in the Third Plan is about 
Rs. 7 crores and steps are being taken 
to finalise the arrangements to proce-
ed with the priject. 

Shri R. Barua: How long will it 
take to bring it to working condition? 

Shri Raj Bahadur: I cannot exactly 
make a forecast of the time, but cer-
tain studies are being made. 

Shri Indrajit Gupta: May 1 know 
how far the final scheme about Haldia 
Port is likely to be affected by the 
outcome of these hydraulic studies at 
Haldia! 

Shri Raj Bahadur: That will enti-
rely depend upon the nature and 
character of the results that would be 
given to us by this study, and unless 
and until that is known, it is very 
difficult for me to forecast or antici-
pate what the results would be, but 
I hope that from the studies that have 
already been made not any serious 
dislocation can be feared. 

Shri S. C. Samanta: May know 
whether simultaneously the Mode! 
Research Station at Poona will carry 
on some experiments whlch will be! 
available to these hydraulic experts? 

Shri Raj Bahadur: I think the two 
have to work in close liaison. We 
cannot exclude the one by the other, 
and the two will go together. 

Dr. K. L. Rao: :vIay I know whe-
ther Indian experts in hydraulics have 
been associated as consultants with 
this team? 

S:lri Raj Bahadur: Yes, Sir. There 
is one Deputy Chief Hydraulic Engi-
nLer and one Assistant Hydl'auli, 
Engineer. These two are for hydraulic 
purposes. There is also one River 
Research Officer who is reponsible for 
survey and field observation. The 
HydraUlic Engineers are for the study 
of the details. 

Shri Maheswar Naik: Form the 
statement I find that some naval 
vessels were hired for carrying on 
the survey work in Hooghly. What 
is the result of that survey, and what 
actioll has been taken by the Govern-
ment as a result of the recommenda-
tions made by this survey? 

Shri Raj Bahadur: A very thorough 
hytlraulie stUdy was recommended bv 
the World Bank team which visited 
us some time hack. The appointment 
of this particular section is a result 
thereof. This new section that has 
be('n created has also advised us that 
we must have a full-fledged vessel 
known as a research vessel, equipped 
with the latest mode of equipment to 
make the studies efficient. Pending 
that, we have acquired certain other 
vessels with certain improvised equip-
ment and apparatus with which this 
section has already started the study. 

Agricultural Programmes 

+ 
'786 J Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah: 

. I.. Shri Suboilh Hansda: 
Will the Minister of Food and Agri-

culture be pleased to state: 
(a) whether it is a fact that Gov-

ernment had approved a scheme to 




