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The Deputy Minister in the Minla-
try of Railway!! (Shri S. V. Rama-
swamy): (a) Burma has supplied 
wooden sleepers against the contracts 
entered into with the State Timber 
Board of that country, and at no 
stage have they stopped supplyini 
the same. 

(b) Doe!! not arise. 

(c) The State Timber Board, Bur-
ma, has indicated its willingness to 
sell more timber to Indian Railways 
and the matter is receiving attention 
of the Railway Board. 

Shri P. C. Borooah: May I know 
whether any negotiation has been 
made with the Timber Board which 
has been constituted after the nation-
alisation of timber trade in Burma 
and, if so, with what result? 

Shrl S. V. Ramaswamy: I am not 
aware of the nationalisation of timber 
trade there, but we deal with the 
Burma State Timber Beard. 

Shri P. C. Borooah: May J know 
the extent to which sleepers were 
imported from Burma? 
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Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: We placed 
an order in 1957 and we got 1,74,750 
cubic teet. We have further placed 
order for special type of timber. 

Shri Maheswar Naik: May I know 
whether the Government do not 
think that our rich forest resources 
in India are not in a po:;ition to sup-
ply the sleeper requirement. for the 
railways and whether it is thought 
necessary to import sleepers from 
Burma? 

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: No doubt 
there are forests here, but they are 
not enough to supply the whOle re-
quirements, especially of hard timber 
that we need for special type of work 
as for instance points and crossings 
etc. They aTe hard teak wood and they 
are necessarily to be imported. 

Shri Sham LaI Saral: May I know 
if . some foreign exchange is involved 
in importing sleepers from Burma 
and if that be so, what attempt has 
been made to accelerate and augment 
the supplies ot timber within the 
country itself, particularly in my State 
ot Jammu and Kashmir? 

Mr. Speaker: Does it prodUce h:ud 
timber? 

Shrl Sham LaI Sand: Yes. 

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: As I said, 
it was a special type we got from 
Burma ... 

8hri Sham La! Sarar: I asked 
whether any foreign exchange iI 
involved in importing sleepers from 
Burma? 

Mr. Speaker: He wants to know 
whether any foreign t.xchange is 
involved and why attempts are not 
being made to produce it in Jammu 
and Kashmir? 

ShriS. V. Ramaswam.y: That type 
of timber is not available in Kash-
mir. It is only soft timber that 
is available. 

Shri Basamatari: May I know 
whether the railway department have 
examined and found that the sal 

sleepers are harder than the Burmese 
ileepers? 

Shrl S. V. Ramaswamy: We would 
like to buy as much sal timber all 
the State Governments can supply. 
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8hri S. V. Ramaswam.y: Yes, Sir; 
in the third Plan, our total require-
ments will be about 475 lakhs of 
sleepers, of which 15 lnkhs will be 
made of steel, 235 lnkhs of cast iron 
and wooden sleepers will be only 175 
1akhs. 

Dr. K. L. Rao: May I know whether 
with the recently developed techni-
ques, it will be possible to make use 
of Indian woods for sleepers? 

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: We are 
making use of Indian woods to the 
utmost extent. 

8hrl Sham LaI Saraf: The Deputy 
Minister said that the timber that 
comes from Jammu and Kashmir 
State is soft. May I know if the 
Government is aware that the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Government have 
been pressing that they could work out 
the hardest possible timber from 
Deodar forest, of which very much 
is not being worked !lOW, it the rail-
way was brought as near the forest 
areas -of this place as possible? 

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: We are 
buying plentiful from Ja.!nmU and 
Kashmir. 

Shri Hecla: Is it a fact that some 
State Governments including that of 
Andhra Pradesh have offered timber 
as good as that of Burma, but because 
of the increased transport cost, they 
wanted some more price than prevelent 
in India but less then the imported 
price of timber from Burma? 

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: I would 
like to submit that the supply pro-
mised by the Andhra State is much 
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less than the other States. It it not 
a question of cost. The difficulty it 
availabliity of timber in Andhra State. 
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Dr. KaneJl Sea: May I know if we 
iinport the wooden sleepers from 
countries other than Burma? 

Mr. Speaker: Here we are oB17 
concerned with Burma. 

8bri P. C. Bor-.h: May I know 
whether oil-treated lott-wood sleepers 
are more durable than hard wood 
eleepens and they are available? 

Shri S. V. Rama!lwamy: We treat 
11 with cresote. We have got foW' 
wch plants in dilfcl"cnt parts ot India .. 
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·'5L Dr. L. M. SinJrhvl: Will the 
Iofinister of Food aDel Apiculture be 
ple83ed to state: 

(a) whether it i, proposed to deve-
lop any scheme of model villages for 
experimental and demonstration pur-
POSe:!; and 

(b) if so, the details thereof! 

The Mbalster of State in the MIaU-
try of Food and Agriculture (Dr. 
Bam Subhag Singb): Ca> No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: Have the Gov-
ernment studied the matter with the 
assistance of agricultural scientists 
and extension experts and, if so, may 
I know whether it is on their advice 
that no such proposal has been un-
dertaken or embarked upon by the 
Government, or is it in default of such 
a study that these proposals have 
not ·been undertaken? 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Actually, 
thia matter was very carefully 1tU-

died. In fact, the Ministry of Com-
munity Development does give some 
award for model villages. But. in the 
field of actual agriculture, after get-
ting the advice, we have come to • 
decision that there will be no parti-
cular advantage in setting up model 
... illage:! for experimental and demo-
natration purposea. So we are hold-
ing demonstrations on the cultivator' .. 
field and this process we will continue 
for propagating scientific and techno-
logical ideu. 

Dr. L. M. Sinrbvi: l4ay I know 
whether the Government would be 
willing to lay on the Table of the 
House or circulate among the J4eJn-
ben the materials and expert opinions 
on the basis of which this decisioa 
was arrived at! 

Dr. &am Subhq SiDJ'h: Adually. 
we daily take advic~, and whatC't'er 
material will be available \I,e shall be 
on'y to:) pleased to place it on the 
Table of th~ HOlue. 

Dr. L. M. SIqb't'i: This ma,. be 
treated as an a.guranee? 

Dr. Ram Sub~ SiDl'b: Yee, Y'" 
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Sbri S. C. SamaIlta: Is it not a fact 
that the Khadi and Village Industriell 
Commission is also trying to have 
lIuch model villages; if 110, ma,. I know 
whether the Ministry of FOOd and 
Agriculture will assist them? 

Dr. Ram Subhar Singh: But 1Jhe 
two works are very di1!erent in na-
ture. Our work is concerned with the 
fteld. We will h .... e demonstratioa 




