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Shrimati Sharda Mukerjee: 1 would
like to know whether the Govern-
ment experienced any difficulties in
the procurement of equipment? Is
there a free hand in the selection of
such equipmens?

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: So far as
World Bank is concerned, the pur-
chases can be made from the member
countries. So far as IDA loan is con-
cerned, it should be bought in the
USA.

Shri S. C. Samanta: How much
demand was put before IDA and how
much was sanctioned?

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: Our total
assessed demand was put before
IDA and we got Rs. 32 crores, as I
said.  addition the delegafion has
negotiated two more loans also which
will total Rs. 16.5 crores that would
meet our current requirements.

Purchase of Wheat by Governmen$
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Will the Minister of Foed and
Agriculture be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government propose
to buy wheat during the next harvest
a8 a price support measure;

(b) if so, the details of the proposal
with the price at which it is proposed
to buy the same; and

(c) the steps taken in this regard?

The Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Food and Agriculture
(Shri Shinde): (a) to (c). Govern-
ment intend to do so. The feasibility
and details are still being examined.

Shri Heda: Is the WMinistry of
Agriculture also thinking on the same
lines as the Minister of International
Trade who said that they would fix
the price and announce it on the next
Monday for jute and if so for what
e'se will the prices be announced?
Will there be adequats support?
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The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Dr. Ram
Subhag Singh): We had consultatiom
with the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Finance Ministry as well as
the Planning Commission. What will
be announced on Monday will be with
our consent also.

Shri P. C. Borooah: Does this
scheme form part of the stabilisatiom
scheme of consumer goods prices and
it so at what level will the price of
wheat be fixed?

Shri Shinde: The proposal is stild
under consideration.

Shri Inder J. Malhotra: Kecping in
view the past experience of the Gov-
ernment regarding the prices of
various agricultural products, I would
like to know whether the Government
is now in a position to consider the
proposal for a permanent body of
price fixation for agricultural pro-
ducts?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri S. K. Patil): That is very
much under our consideration. But
apart from that the wheat price would
be announced in time before the
eeason. Only, the delay is due to the
fact that I am trying to increase it.
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Shri P. R. Patel: I want to know
whether the Government is going to
fix the price of different agricultural
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products and whether the prices will
bs remunerative?

Shri S. K. Patil: We are trying to
strike a ‘margin’ between what is
called ‘remunerative’ and what is
practical. But my own desire is that
they should be as near remunerative
as I can possibly make them.
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Shri Shinde: Of course; the Food
and Agriculture Ministry has drawn
the attention of the concerned States
where mainly wheat, etc. are grown
10 take measures as and when neces-
sary.
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The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Focd and Agricalture (Shri
A. M. Thomas): For the imported

wheat, the landed cost comes to round-
about Rs. 15.

Shri Yashpal Singh: I did not fol-
low.

Shri A. M. Thomas: Rs. 15.

Mr. Speaker: What is the compara-
tive rate of price?

Shri A. M. Thomas: In fact my
senior colleague has already stated
that we are proposing to make an
increase in the present procurement
price. The present procurement price
for the common variety of wheat
is Rs. 34.83 per quintal; for red wheat,
it is Rs. 32.15 per quintal; for the
superior farm variety, it will be Rs.
37.51 per quintal.

Shri Sham Lal Saraf: May I know
whether, as a consequence of  this
measure, the movement of wheat from
surplus States will be permitted to go
to the other States without Govern-
ment check or control?

Shri S. K. Patil: With regard to
wheat movement, even now I think
we have made it one zone. The ques-
tion that was asked was whether we
are going to buy the wheat by fixing
the price. I said that we propose to
do that, and do that in time. But so
far as the movement is concerned, it
is allowed even now.

Shri P. R. Patel: The reply recent-
ly given was that the price that would
be fixed will be very near to a remu-
nerative price. I want to know abous
the promise given in the third Plan
to give a minimum remunerative
price to the agriculturists.

Shri S. K. Patil: This word “remu-
nerative” is a matter of inter-preta-
tion. What the hon. Member may
regard as remunerative may not be
regarded as remunerative by some-
body else. Therefore, that has got
to be decided. So, I guarded myself
by saying, “as near remuncrative as
we possibly can.”

Shri Dinen Bhattacharya: May I
know whether the Government is
aware of the existing rise in the
price of rice in West Bengal and
whether Government has any plan to
see that the price comes down?

Mr. Speaker: That is not relevant
here. Next question.





