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Mr, Speaker: They have not.

Shri Bhagavati: Various suggestions
fhave been made and they are under
consideration.

Mr. Speaker: Is this also one of
them? That he cannot say now.

Shri Kapur Singh: May I know
whether the Government are aware
that the numismatic inartistry of our
stamps is a by-word amongst con-
moisseurs?

Mr. Speaker: Hay he followed it?

Shri Kapur Singh: May I repeat it?
May I know whether the Government
are aware of the fact that the numis-
matic inartistry of our postage stamps
% a by-word amongst connoisseurz?

Some HOm. Members: Not clear.

Shri Kapnr Singh: Whether the
crudity of the artistic aspect of our
postage stamps is commented upon
by connoisseurs throughout tne world
and whether the Government are
aware of it?

Mr. Speaker: Favourably or adver-
sely?
Shri Kapur Singh: Adversely. Cru-
dity I said.
L]
Mr. Speaker: Comments there are
always, Favourably or adversely: it

should be clear, Ig the Government
aware?

Shri Bhagavati:
favourable.

Shri Dajl: 1 want to know whether
this decision has been taken in an ad
hoc manner or there is any perma-
nent machinery with the department
that from time to time, in two or
three years, takes up revision of de-
signs.

Shri Bhagavati: A committee was
appointed to go into this question and
that has considered this matter.

Shri Sham Lal Saraf: May I know
i# it is contemplated to issue stamps
with the idea of education value or

Comments are

30 as to be demonstrative and if iy
is the former, what are the details?

Shri Bhagavati: Both. There were
fwo series previously irrued one was
regarding Indian archaeology and
another was regarding development
plans before the India map series.
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Nex? question, Shri Raghunath
Singh: not present, Shri Chakraverti.

“Freedom from Hunger”
+

vaa S Shri P. R. Chakraverti:
\ Shrimati Jamunadevi:

Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
eulture be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Union Governmeni
have taken steps to create mass con-
sciousness in the country to step up
agricultural production in line with
the ‘World Freedom from Hunger
week sponsored by F.A.O.;

Campaign

(b) if so, the specific programmes
and projects organised to make the
people ip the rural areas interested im
the same;

(c) whether it is a fact that the
Chairman of the World University
Service in India hag been requested
to organise programme for the edm-
cated youth; and

(d) if so, the response so far re-
ceived?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Foog and Agriculture (Dr.
Ram Subhag Singh): (a) and (b).
Ffforts were made to arouse avrare-
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ness and interest of all people, in-
cluding rural people, in the objectives
and importance of the
from-Hunger Campaign by means of
radio broadcasts made by the Presi-
dent and State Chief Ministers, mes-
sages given by Vice-President and
Prime Minister, aad by organising
rural rallies.

(c) and (d). The Chairman of the
World University Service was re-
quested to organise the programm.
amongst university students and the
Indian National Committee of this
Service (WUS) asked its loca] Com-
mittees to organise suitable activities
in their respective Universities.

Shri P, R. Chakraverti: Iy vicw of
the fact that the annual addition to
the population by 19 million inten-
sifies the question of hunger, was this
programme integrated with the pro-
gramme sponsored by the IHealth
‘Ministry so far as population coatrol
is concerned?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Though
this policy of poulation control is the
policy of the Government, it has not
been integrated with the programme
of the Health Ministry because this
i3 a programme launched by the
F.A.O. As I said in reply to the main
question, we have a National com-
mittee for this campaign and it is
working under the direction of the
Nationa] committee throughout the
country.

Shri P. R, Chakraverti: Have Gov-
ernment devised any concerted
scheme to keep up the tempo that
has been evidenced by the observ-
ance of this week?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Yes, the
tempo will be maintained, and it will
go on increasing. In fact, we have
launched more than half a dozen
programmes. In all eleven pro-
grammes will be taken up in various
parts of the country.

Shri 8, N. Chaturvedi: May I know
whether the programme is only edu-
cative or whether it has any impact
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on the implementation of the food
production programme?

Dr, Ram Subhag Singh: It is both
educative and also having an impact
on implementation.

Shri Inder J. Malhotra: It was
stated previously that the World Fcod
Congress ' which is jto be held in
Washington is a part of this campaign.
May I know whether the composition
of the Indian Delegation has been
finalised?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: The hon.
Minister of Food and Agriculture will
lead that delegation. The composi-
tion will be shortly announced in
full,
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Shri Daji: The FAO in the course
of this campaign has estimated that
about 50 per cent of the population
of the world is on the hunger mar-

gin. May I know whether we also
have made any estimate in India
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during this campaign, and if so, the
percentage of our population who
can be called as hungery under the
terms of the FAO'’s definition?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Their
estimate incluudes the quarntum of
hunger in this country also.

Shri Daji: Have we estimateq any
percentage for our country?

Mr, Speaker: The hon. Member
wants to know whether any sepa-
rate percentage has been assessed
for our country?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: No.

Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah: May I
know how far the community deve-
lopment and panchayati raj institu-
tions are being utilised for this pur-
pose?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: When we
held this very big rural rally at
Rampur in Saharanpur district, the
Comunity Development Ministry’s
workers fully co-operated with us
and they dig all that we wanted.
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