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Mr. Speaker: Next Question. 

Shrlmati SaVitri Nigam: Sir, may I 
know ... 

Mr. Speaker: I have already made 
an observation that ordinarily I will 
not allow more than one supplemen-
tary to be asked by those who are 
second or third in the list. The lady 
Member had already one opportunity. 

Tnm8port Facilities to AnUm .. 
Islands 

+ 
-285. J Sbri Surendra Pal SinCh: 

l Shri P. C. Borooah: 

Will the Minister of Home Affairs 
1>8 pleased to state: 

(a) the present transport facilities 
existing ·between the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands and the main land; 

(-b) whether tb .. re is a scheme to 
augment the same; and 

(c) if so, the details thereof? 

The Minister or State in the Minis-
try or Home Affairs (Shri Bajarnavil): 
(a) Two ships m.v. 'Andamans' and 
m.v. 'Nicobar' ply between mainland 
and the islands. In addition lAC 
operate a weekly air service between 
Calcutta and Port Blair during fair 
season. 

(b) and (e). A proposal to acquire 
one passenger-cum-cargo ship and 
one cargo ship for augmentation of 
means of communicatioIUI between 
the mainland and the islands is under 
consideration. 

Shri Sarendra Pal Sinch: When the 
two new ships have been acquired 
and put into service, what is likely to 
be the frequency of steamer Service 
between Port Blair and the main-
land? 

Shri Hajarnavls: The present fre-
quency is 36 per year. Its augmenta-
tion will depend upOn the time when 
we acquire the passenger ship, the 
details of which are stH to be obtain-
ed. 

Sbri Surenira Pal Singh: How 
many islands are there in the Anda-
man group which are inhabited and 
what efforts are being made to improve 
tbe inter-island communications 
for an all-rOUnd and balanced deve-
lopment of the islands? 

Mr. Speaker: Information about the 
number of islands is contained in 
books that are published. 

Shri Dbapat Iba Azad: Is it a fact 
that at present the frequency between 
the mainland and Andamans is once 
in two weeks or sometimes only once 
in three weeks? 

Shri Bajarnavlll: As I laid, the 
number is 36 per year. I cannot say 
about the interval between two sail-
ings. 
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[(a) to (c). A statement is laid on 
the Table of the House]. 
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SIirI. Th1ruma1a Rao: With regard 
to .part (b) 6f the question, is it a fact 
that some of the universities have a 
feeling that the standardas are falling 
on account of the three-years scheme? 
If so, what are the names of those 
universities? 

Dr. K. L. Shrimali: AJ5 far as the 
question of standards is concerned, 
the University Grants Commission 
has apointed a committee to examine 
it. They have not yet submitted the 
report. I can say categorically only 
after the committee has submitted its 
report with regard to standards. 

Dr. L. M. SlDghvi: We find from 
the statement that five universities 
have not accepted the introduction of 
the three-year degree course. Have 
the Government been apprised of the 
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reasons and have the University 
Grants Commission taken any further 
steps to persuade these universities 
to introduce th'i three-year degree 
course? 

Dr. K. L. Shrimali: Yes, Sir; the 
universities which have not imple-
mented the three-year course are the 
University of Bombay and the four 
State universities, namely, Agra, Alla-
habad Gorakhpur and Lucknow. The 
Uttar Pradesh Government have ap-
pointed a committee and they are 
examining this question. We have 
not yet heard from them whether 
they have made any recommendation 
with regard to this matter. As far as 
Bombay is concerned it has decided 
not to introduce the three-year course. 

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: The reasons have 
not been given. I want the reasons 
impelling the Bombay University and 
other Universities not to accept this. 

Dr. K. L Shrlmali: As far as Uttar 
Pradesh is: concerned, they are ex-
periencing difficulty because the pat-
tern of education in Uttar Pradesh 
has been a little different from the 
other States. As far as Bombay is 
concerned, Bombay has said that it 
would not like to change the pattern. 
They are fully satisfied that the pre-
sent standard mE'Pts their needs and 
requiJre1nents. 

Shri S. N. Chaturvedl: Is it a fact 
that some States have expressed their 
inability to implement this scheme 
because of the financial burden in-
volved in it? 

Dr. K. L. Shrlmall: The only State 
which has not implemented the three-
year degree course is the State of 
Uttar Pradesh and, as I said, they 
have a·ppointed a committee to exa-
mine this question further. 

Shri A. N. Vldyalallkar: Is it a fact 
flhat some educationists have strongly 
urged for reversion to the old system? 
If that is so what is the Govern-
ment's policy' abnut it! 

Dr. K. L. Shrimali: The Govern-
ment's policy is ttlat we do not want 
to reverse the process. It is after 
very careful consideration and after 
a great deal of discussion among the 
various academic bodies that this 
three-year degree course was accept-
ed. Government has no intention to 
change the course. 
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Shri S. M. BallerJee: May I know 
whether it is a fact that the three-
year degree course has not been im-
plemented by the Uttar Pradesh Gov-
ernment because of financial difficul-
ties and. if so, whether the Centre is 
trying to help them financially to in-
troduce the three-year course? 

Mr. Speaker: He has given the 
reasons. Does he want him to con-
tradict that? The Uttar Pradesh Gov-
ernment has not said that it is on 
account of financial reasons. 

Dr. K. L Shirimali: That is not the 
only reason. As far as the finances 
are concerned, the Government of 
India and the University Grants Com-
mission are prepared to meet their 
wishes as far as possible. If they ask 
for cent per cent assistance, that will 
not be possible; but we are prepared 
to go a long way to meet their de-
mands with regard to finances. But 
that is not the only reason. 

Shri Sham LaI Saraf: This three-
year degree course is tagged on to the 
opening of higher secondary schools 
in the country. May' I know if the 
Government is aware that as far as 
the setting up of higher secondary 
school all over the country is con-
cerned. the progress i9 slow and as a 
result of that the three-year degree 
course could not be properly intro-
duced! 
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Dr. K. L. Shrimali: It is .partly true 
that we have not been able to convert 
all the High schools into Higher 
Secondary schools with the result 
that the first year, that is the Pre-
University course, is being arranged 
not in the High Schools, but in most 
of the Universities. But, we hope 
that, as more funds are available, 
High Schools will be converted into 
Higher Secondary schools. A number 
of them have already been converted. 
I hope that as more funds are avail-
able, this process of conversion will 
go further. 

Mr. Speaker: Shrimati Maimoona 
Sultan. Next question. 
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[(a) to (c). Recently Government 
have taken powers, by an amendment 
of the COlliery Control Order, to 
require the owner, agent or manager 
of a colliery to see to it that the load-
ing of coal is according to the dec-
lared specifications, and, in cases of 
default, to order unloading of con-
tents of wagons or trucks if the coal 
does not conform to the desired 
specifica tions. The Coal Controller 
has been directed to tighten up ins-
pections of loading by his inspecting 
staff. During the last three months 
or so about 100 cases of loading of 
bad coal have come to notice. Suitable 
action in these cases was taken by 
the Coal Controller.] 

Shri P. R. Chakraverti: May I know 
whether it is a fact that the loa:iing 
of wagons within a prescribed time of 
5 hours of day-light creates difficulty 
and in a hurry bad coal is being load-
ed and if so, what steps the Govern-
ment have taken? 

The Minister of Mines and Fuel 
(Shri K. D. MaIaviya): It is a fact 
that five hours are not found to be 
adequate in many cases. The Rail-
ways were approached and after con-
sultation between the Ministry of 
Mines and Fuel and the Railways, it 
has been decided to extend snme 
more time up to ten hours. We hope 
that the colliery owners will raise 
their efficiency and will not detain 
wagons any longer. 




