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LOK SABHA 
Tuesday, Janu.ary 22, 1963/Magha 2 

1884 (Saka) 

The Lok Sabha met at 
Eleven of the Clock . 

lMR. SPEAKER in the Chai1'] 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

Mr. Speaker: The House will now 
take up questions, Shri Harish Chandra 
Mathur. 

Shri Hharish Chandra 
Question No. 400 

Shri Bbakt Darshan: 

Mathur: 
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Mr. Speaker: If they are connected 
and can be conveni(>ntly answered, I 
have no objection in taking them 
together. 

SlIri B. S. Murthy: We CDn take 
them together. 

Mr. Speak~r: Is Shri Rameshwar 
Tantia present in the House? 

An Hon. Member: No. 

Mr. Speaker: Then Question No. 419 
cannot be taken up now. Only Ques-
tion No. 400 need be answered. 

Panchayatl Raj Institutions 

+ r 8hri Barish Chandn 
...... J Mathur: 

.... "\ 8hri Bhakt Darshaa: 
L 8hri BaImlkl: 

Will the Miister . of Commulty 
Development, PllDCbayati Raj and Co-
2519(Ai)LS~1. 

operation be pleased to state in what 
manner and to what extent the 
Pa.nohayati Raj Institutions have been 
geared to meet emergency and to 
stimulate war efforts? 

The Deputy Minister In the MInistry 
of CommUility Development, Pan-
chayati Raj and Cooperation (Shri B . 
S. Murthy): For the total mobili-
sation of the both. human and 
material resources in the rural 
areas, a scheme for the organisa-
tion of a Village Volunteer Force in 
every village through the countrywide 
network of Community Development, 
Panchayati Raj and Cooperartive Orga-
nisations has been drawn up by the 
Ministry. The Village Volunteer 
Force, which will consist of all the 
able-bodied adults of the village. will 
have a three-fold programme covering 
productiOlll, mass education and village 
defence. The responsibility tor plan-
ning, directing and coordinating the 
programme rests on the Panchayati 
Raj Institutioos. The scheme is to be 
launched by the Prime Minister 0IIl the 
26th January. Copies of the SC'heme are 
available in the Parliament Library. 

8hri Harish Chandra Mathur: Has 
the same programme beE."Tl drawn up 
Tight from Assam to Kerala? Is the 
programme just the same and 
uniform right from Assam to Kerala 
or are there variations? If there are 
variations, may I know what are those 
variatioos 3.l1d what preparatiOllS have 
been made to implement the pro-
gramme? 

Shri B. 8. Murthy: The scheme has 
been accepted in every State in India, 
but here and there the emphasis 
might differ from State to State. 

Shri Barish Chandra Mathur: Sir, 
only half of my question has been 
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answered. I wanted to !mow what are 
the variations and what preparations 
kave been made ior the implementa-
• on of the programme. The latter half 
el my question has been ignored com-
pletely. 

. Shrl B. S. Murthy: What I mean by 
'emphasis' is like this. In some States 
till~ village sa-rpanch is being taken as 
Dalpati whereas in other States the 
Panchayat nominates the Dalpati. This 
is rather a minor one. As far as the 
volunteer force is concerned, as 
regards implementation, every village 
is being prepared to have its owt1 
volunteer force. The scheme is to 
start on the 26th of this monbh when 
the Prime Minister will inaugurate the 
programme. 

Shri Harish Chandra Mathur: May 
I know what would be the estimated 
strengt'h of the village volunteer fOTee 
and the Defence Labour Bank and 
what positive work is expected of 
this? 

1'he Minister of Community Deve-
lopment, Panchayati Raj and Co-
operation (Shri S. K. Dey): The ulti-
mate objective is the enrolment of 
every single rural adult, both men and 
women, ilfl'the village volunteer fOTee. 
At the moment it is very difficult to 
estimate what percentage of it will be 
actually enrolled. As for the Defence 
Labour Bank, if the idle hands in the 
villages could be mobilised fully we 
should have a return to the extent of 
Rs. 300 crores. But this again depends 
entirely on the leadership in the 
country and the mobilisation we can 
bring about. 
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ShrI S. K.. Dey: The only resource 

that is available which the panchayats 

can really tap with impunity is the 
idle labour in the villages, and. that 
is exactly what the new scheme is 
expected to achieve . 

Shri D. C. Sharma: May I know how 
the village volunteer force is going 
to be trained. What are the duties 
of that force? 

ShriS. K. Dey: As already explain-
ed in the answer to the question, it 
will have to be a three-fold task. 
The first task will be concentration 
on production, which will be on agri-
culture and other allied subjects. The 
second main function will be the im-
pact of the national emergency on 
democracy and the issues involved in 
our conflict. The third task will be 
the village defence intended to pro-
vide ultimate national defence. 
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Shri Ramanathan Chettiar: May 
know whether Govcrnment have 
worked out the cost of starting this 
scheme and its implementation and. 
if so, what is the financial estimate? 

Shri S. K. Dey: The hun. Member 
would be very happy to learn that 
this is the only one scheme which has 
been evolved which involves practi-
cally no cost because the existing or-
ganisation is to be utilized to the full-
est extent. 

Shrl Jashvant Mehta: May I know 
in how many States the scheme has 
come onto actual operation1 

Shri S. K. Dey: The scheme is ex-
pected to be inaugurated in all the 
States on the 26th January at 9 A.M. 

Mr. Speaker: Next question. 

Shri Barish Chandra Mathur: We 
are still in the air. We are not 
able to gather any information. 

Mr. Speaker: If the whole question 
hour is spent on this then also the 
result would be the same. 

Shri Barish ChaacIN Mathur: Then 
I am satisfied. 




