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National Militia
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381 J Shri R. G. Dubey:
‘1 Shri Vishram Prasad:

Will the Minister of Defence be
pleased to state whether Government
have given their consideration to the
proposal to organise a National Militia
consisting of the village youths in all
the border districts with a view to
giving them intensive training in war-
fare, keeping in view the tactics of the
Chinese Army?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Defence (Shri D. R. Chavan):
There is no proposal to organise a
force with the nomenclature “Nationa]
Militia”. Presumably, the hon'ble
Member is referring to the National
Volunteer Rifles. A scheme for the
formation of this force is under pre-
paration.

Bhri R. G. Dubey: What steps have
been taken to spread this organisa-
tion in the border districts, specially
near the Himalayas?

Shri D. R. Chavan: A scheme for the
formation of the National Volunteer
Rifles is under consideration.
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Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah: While
organising this National Volunteer
Rifles has sufficient care been taken
to see that the arms are not passed
on to undesirable social elements?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: This is a
fact which has to be borne in mind
because such things have happened
in the past; of course, not in the re-
cent past. So, we cannot just issue
them to anybody who asks for them.
At present, the insufficiency of
rifles is not so much for the army as
for the home guards, volunteers and
all kinds of other organisations whose
demand for rifles runs into, I do not
know, may be a million or so. We
are trying to meet them as far as
we can. Of course, naturally the
army has the first preference.
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