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Shri C. Subramaniam: 1 do not
have the figures with regard to it.

Shri Ranga: Whether it is private
enterprise or public enterprise, when
the installed capacity cannot be utilis-
ed for want of market demands in
this country for the machines to be
produced, how does my hon. friend
propose to utilise this installed capa-
city, either for the production of
textile machinery or for the produc-
tion of some other machinery which
can possibly be conveniently turned
out from the same factories?

Shri C. Subramaniam: 1 am afraid
the hon. Member hag not understood
the real position. Our needs are
more, but in spite of that, the full
installed capacity is not being utilised.
So, we are goading them to utilise
their entire capaciiy so that produc-
tion will go up and our import of
these machinery will be reduced.

Shri A. P. Jain: What proportion
of the textile machinery is indigenous
component and what proportion is
imported, and what is being done to
increase the indigenous component?

Shri C. Subramaniam: I do not
have the exact percentage., but we
are trying to have as much of indi-
genous production as possible, I am
hoping, as 1 already indicated, that
by the various methods we are taking
at least 77 per cent of the capacity
will be utilised towards the end of
this Plan period.

Shri Tulshidas Jadhav: May I know
whether it ig a fact that some indus-
trialists who had asked permission to
import textile machinery are not
given any permission to replace their
machinery?

Shri C. Subramaniam: 1 have
already stated that licences have been
issued for the import of machinery
to the extent foreign exchange is
available, but our effort should be to
increase the indigenous production as
far as possible,

Export of Sackings

*228. Shri Mohsin: Will the Minister
of Commerce and Industry be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
large quantities of sacking manufac-
tured by Indian Jute Mills are lying
unsold and the stocks are rising year
by year;

(b) whether it is a fact that foreign
demand for sacking is decreasing from
year to year; and

(c) what steps Government intend
to take in this direction?

The Minister of International Trade
in the Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry (Shri Manubhai Shah): (a) A
statement showing production, export
and stocks of jute goods (hessian,
sacking and others) is laid on  the
Table of the House. [See Appendix
I, annexure No. 56].

(b) and (c). The foreign demand for
sackings or other jute goods is rnot
decreasing. The decline in export in
1960 and 1961 was largely due to
shortage of jute and high prices of
jute goods and competition from Pa-
kistan in India’s sacking markets. The
exports of jute goods have increased
in 1962.

Shri Mohsin: Which are the coun-
tries that import sackings from India
and what js the foreign exchange earn-
ed on this item?

Shri Manubhai Shah: UK. Europe,
Near East, Far East, Africa, practically
every country in the world is import-
ing sackings of jute, hussian and other
goods.

Shri Mohsin: The second part of
my question has not been answered.
I want to know the foreign exchange
earned on this item.

Shri Manubhai Shah: We expect
more than Rs. 155 crores this vear,
which is a record compared to what
we earned in the past,

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: How ig it
that the high price of sacking whick
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is supposed to lessen our demand in the
market is kept up, and why is it that
the Government have not examined
this question in spite of the fact that
we have repeatedly urged in this House
that the jute produced in Bihar and
other States are at very much above
Rs. 15?

Shri Manubhai Shah: There are
two different aspects: that the prices
of sackings have sagged and also that
the off-take of sackings in the world
market has not shown any sufficient
rise. That is because of the keen com-
petition from Pakistan where all the
export of jute goods get 20 per cent
rebate, that is, import entitlement for
currency retention, ag it is called.
We do not seek to follow the practice,
because otherwise we are giving assis-
tance to the jute industry in diverse
ways. Regarding internal price of
jute, there is a separate question com-
ing up. We are taking all steps to see
that what we have announeed on the
floor of the House, that the Assam
bottom shall be maintained at Rs. 30
fo.r. Calcutta, is being followed.

Shri Rameshwar Tantia; The hon.
Minister has said that there is compe-
tition from Pakistan. May I know
whether the Government will think
of diverting the items from jute sack-
ings to some other things which are
easily saleable in the world market?

Shri Manubhai Shah: That is our
aim. But we do not want to give up
sackings because that is the staple
bread and butter line of the industry.
We are trying to modernise the jute
industry and see that the carpet cloth
and various other products that can be
made from jute earn larger foreign
exchange per unit of raw material.

Shri Indrajit Gupta: Apart from the
question of export of sackings, has the
Government made any estimate of the
probable increase in the internal re-
quirements of sackings which will de-
velop now as a result of defence re-
quirements in the present emergency?

Shri Manubhai Shah: The requirc-
ments of sackings in the internal mar-
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ket have looked up considerably dur-
ing the last five years because of the
increase in the requirements of food-
grains, fertilisers, cement and various
other things.

As far as the question of defence re-
quirements is concerned, there is a
misuderstanding. The sand bags are
made from hessian and not from jute
sacking and, therefore, it will certainly
assist the hessian off-take and not
sackings.
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Purchase of Jute

( Shri Indr-i-jit Gupta:
| Shri Tridib Kumar
*229. { Chaudhury:
| Shri Surendramath Dwivedy:
| Shrimati Renu Chakravartty:

‘Will the Minister of Commerce and
Industry be pleased to state:

(a) what concrete steps have been
taken so far towards enabling co-
operative Societies and Marketing
Unions of Cultivators to operate on
the jute market in the jute-growing
North Bihar districts, West Bengal
and Assam to implement the price sup-
port policy in regard to jute;

(b) whether the State Trading Cor-
poration will also operate on the jute
market at the same time independent-
ly; and





