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I 8hri Subodh Bansda: 
~ Shri N. R. Laskar: 

I 8hri B. K. Das: 
Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: 

l Shri YaUamanda Reddy: 

Will the Prime Minister be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether there is a proposal to 
set up a new public sector concern 
called National Aircraft Limited for 
the manufacture of the AVRO-748 
aircraft; and 

(b) i:1' so, the reasons and details 
thereof? 

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry 
of Defence (Shri D. R. Chavan): (a) 
and (b). The most appropriate form 
of organisation for the management of 
this project is under consideration. 

The manufacture of Avro-748 was 
initially undertaken in the existing 
Air Forc". establishment at Kanpur 
as the quickest and the most conve-
nient way of utilising existing re-
sources and technical manpower. One 
aircraft has been produced and pro-
duction in series of this aircraft is 
under way. 

Shri IncIrajit Gupta: The answer 
was not clear, but I would like to 
know whether it is envisaged that this 
plant will now be separated from the 
Indian Air Force Maintenance Com-
mand under which it has been all this 
time? 

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try or Defence (Shrt Raghuramaiah): 
As already stated, this is one of the 
proposals under consideration, and 
there may be other points too tn be 
considered. 
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8hri Raghuramaiah: The Avro-748 
produced, and which had been to 
South-East Asia, has been a very 
great suecess. In fact, I may add, 
that the English manufacturers have 
paid compliments to our production. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: Has it be-
come possible now to start manufac-
ture of the Avro engines also or have 
these still to be imported f;om out-
side? 

Shri Raghuramaiah: Yes, Sir. We 
have at Bangalorll undertaken the 
manufacture of Dart-7 engines. 

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUES-
TIONS 

Bifurcation of Defence Ministry 

*143. Shri Narendra Singh Mahida: 
Will the Prime Minister be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
Defence Ministry is being bift!rcated 
into two Departments; 

(b) if so. the reasons for this move; 
and 

(c) what will be the functIons of 
the two Departments? 

The Minister of State in the ~Jjnis­
try of Defence (Shri Raghuramaiah): 
(a) A new Department called Depart-
ment of Defence Production has heen 
created within the Ministry of De-
fenee. 

(b) Because there is enormous in· 
crease in work an ac:anmt of the pre-
sent emergency an the side of the 
three Services and there is great 
need to step up IIIld diversify ~roduo­
tion in Defence establishments. 

(e) The functions of the two De-
partments are as shown in the State-
ment plaeed on the Table oi the 
House. [See Appendix I, annexure 
No. 1.8). 




