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Medieiaes with ThaUclomlcle 

+ r Shri Eswara Bedd~: I Shri p. K. Dec: 
Shri Dine. Bhattacha~a: 

I Shri Blbhuti· Mlshra: 
I Shrimati Savitri Nlpm: 

eM. ~ Shri Mohan Swamp: 
I Shri Nambiar: 

1 Shri DaJl: 
Shri S. M. Banerjee: 

L Shrl Joti Saroop: 
Will the Minister of Health be 

pleased to state: 

(b) if so, what steps have been 
taken by Government to stop th~ 

manufacture and sale of this danger-
ous drug in any fonn? 

The Deputy Minister In the Minis-
try of Health (Dr. D. S. Raju): (a) 
Investigations made by Government 
of India have revealed that neither 
thalidomide under any name nor pre-
parations containing thalidomide are 
available in the country. 

(b) Does not arise. However, the 
Drugs Standard Control Officers at the 
ports have been instructed to apprise 
the Customs authorities to be on the 
look out for stray import of this drug 
as part of personal baggage and to 
advise such passengers to refrain 
from using it 

Shri Hari VJshDu Kamath: Apart 
from the question of this particular 
drug, thalidomide, is there any organi-
sation or machinery to have a pre-
sale check, analysis or examination, 
of drugs and medicines manufactured 
in the public and private sector in-
dustries, before their sale in the-
market? 

Dr. D. S. Raju: Yes, Sir; We have 
got a very bi.:: organisation. There 
are drug control inspectors all over 
the country. 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Inspec-
tors cannot analyse and check the 
drugs. 1 want your protection, Mr. 
Speaker. The answer is quite wide· 
of the mark. Have they got any 
machinery to analyse and check the 
drugs? They have no scientists to 
analyse them. The senior Ministry 
may answer, Sir. 

Dr. D. S. Raju: The drug control 
inspectors collect samples and send 
them to laboratories where the drugs 
are checked and analysed. 
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Shri Hati Vishna Xamath: Who 
does that? 

Dr. D. S. Raja: The laboratory tech-
nicians and experts. 

The Minister of Health (Dr. Sushila 
Nayar): May I add to what my col-
league has stated? The hon. Mem-
ber probably refers to imported drugs. 

Shri Hari Vishua Itamath: No; I am 
referring to drugs manufactured here 
i:l India. 

Dr. Sushila. Nayar: For the imported 
drugs.... : 4 

Mr. Speaker: He does not refer to 
-imported drugs. 

Dr. Sushila Nayar: Let me explain, 
·Sir,. For the unported drugs, the 
Government of India is responsible. 

.Samples are taken and checked. So 
:tar as the drugs within the country 
are concerned, which are being manu-
:tactured here, my colleague has al-
ready stated that samples are regular-
ly taken and they are tested and 
-checked. I cannot say that 
each and every batch of drugs 
that is being produced is checked. 
But random checking is being done. 
It is being analysed and the enforce-
ment of the provisions of the Drugs 
'Control Act is carried out as far as 
·possible. 

Shri Daji: Has the attention of 
Government been drawn to the fact 
that though thalidomide is not open 
for sale, there are drugs with similar 
constituents which are on sale and if 
so, may I know what steps have been 
taken to prohibit them? 

Dr. D. S. Raja: There are three 
'~rugs in the market with composi-
tion which is somewhat similar to 
thalidomide .... 

Some Hoa. Members: Not audible. 

Mr. Speaker: The health minister 
·should speak with greater vigour. 

Dr. D. S. Raju: There are three 
drugs in the market with composition 
which is somewhat similar to thalidO-
mide. They are doridon, megimide 
any hygroton. But their chemical 
composition is not identical with tha-
lidomide. None of these contains the 
two· radicules of thalidomide but only 
one of the radicules. Naturally the 
therapeutic effects vary. 

Shri Thirumala Rao: Does the Minis-
try exercise any control over issuing 
licences for the import of this drug 
and if so, what manner of control is 
it? 

Dr. Sushila Nayar: The licences are 
issued in consultation with the Drugs 
Controller of India. 

Threat of Plague iB the Country 
+ f Shri Vishram Prasad: 

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: 
I Shri Rameshwar Tantia: 

Shri P. Ituahan: 
·45. ~ Shri Nambiar 

I Shri Subodh Hansda: 
I Shrj Narendra Singh 
I Mahida: 
I Shri D. N. Tiwary: 
L Shri Ba1mIId: 

Will the Minister of Health be pleas-
ed to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
Director General of Health Services 
cautioned the 15th Regional Commit-
tee of W.H.O. at its session held in 
New Delhi in September, 1962 that 
plague was on the increase in Andhra 
Pradesh, Madras and Mysore States; 

(b) if so, whether Government have 
given any warning to the people of 
these States of this danger; and 

(c) what further steps are being 
taken to prevent its spread to other 
-States? 

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Health (Dr. D. S. Raju): (a> 
and (b). Yes, Sir. 

(c) The following further steps 
have been taken to prevent its spread 
to other States: 

(1) Cyanofumigation. 
(2) Insecticidal spraying. 




