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Shri S, M. Banerjee: May I know
whether any assurance has been given
by the association of grain dealers
that they will not increase the prices

and that they will help the Govern-
ment try to keep the prices in check?

Shri S. K. Patil: I have got hun-
dreds of letters and wires from these
associations that during the time of
emergency not only will they not in-
crease prices but they will not make
any profit at all.

Shri Uma Nath: The hon. Minis-
ter has stated that the abolition of
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food zones for rice was receiving at-
tention. Has any decision been
taken?

Shri S. K. Patil: I do not think
that emergency is just the time to
take decisions of that type.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: In these
fair price shops which are going to be
opened are things like gram etc, go-
ing to be sold or only wheat will be
sold?

Shri S. K. Patil: Naturally all the
things that are sold by the grocery
shops.

Shri P. R. Patel: In the present
crisis prices may be checked. But I
want to know whether Government
has made any enquiries to see whe-
ther the present prices are remune-
rative, whether they are more and if
s0 by what per cent whether they are
less and if so by how many per cent?

Shri S. K. Patil: If the fear is that
the farmer is going to suffer by the
regulation of the price, it is unfound-
ed because we shall see that the far-
mer will not suffer; on the contrary
the farmers will get a little more than
what they have been getting.

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: May I
know whether the Government has
ascertained what has been the effect
of the steps that have been taken and
whether they have been able to stop
the upward trend of prices in Orissa?

Shri S. K. Patil: Orissa is in a little
unfortunate position just now because
of floods, drought, etc. Special mea-
sures are being taken. The Chiet
Minister was here only two or three
days back and we are having another
meeting in three or four days. Every-
thing is done to rush stocks to Orissa
so that the prices stabilise there.

Shri Sonavane: In calculating the
increase in foodgrains price, is ac-
count taken only of the wholesale
price? Consumers purchase their re-
quirements from the rtailers. Is there
any provoosal to calculate the prices at
the retailers’ end?
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Shri 8. K. Patil: Of course. The
consumer is concerned with the re-
tailer and not the wholesaler and
therefore every retailer will have to
mark the price at which things are
sold; that would be made obligatory.
Those prices will be fixed by the
Government in consideration of all
the factors involved in each case.
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4Shri Koya: Shortage of wagons is
said to be one of the reasons for the
rise in prices in the deficit areas.
May I know what arrangements the
Government have made to meet this
situation?

Shri S. K, Patil: Everything is being
done. So far as the war zone is con-
cerned, you know that is made on a
war footing. So far as other things
are concerned, I think the foodgrains
will have priority.

Shri Sham Lal Saraf: May I know
whether the Government have con-
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templated the relaxation of controis
in the food zones, especially in the
rice zone?

Shri S. K. Patil: The question of
relaxation will largely depend upon
how the situation develops from day
to day, because, we are watching it
every day as to what happens. If a
favourable situation arises, then sure-
ly those would be relaxed.
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Shri Malaichami: May I know the-
names of commodities for which re-

gulated markets have been establish-
ed?

Shri Shinde: There are different re-
gulations in different States about
the regulated commodities, but main-
ly, the foodgrains like rice and wheat
are regulated by the markets.
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Medicines with Thalidomide

+
( Shri Eswara Reddy:
Shri P, K. Deo:
Shri Dinem Bhattacharya:
Shri Bibhuti Mishra:
Shrimati Savitri Nigam:
*44. { Shri Mohan Swarup:
Shri Nambiar:
Shri Daji:
Shri S. M. Banerjee:
| Shri Joti Saroop:

Will the Minister of Health be

Pleased to state:
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(a) whether a large number of
medicines containing thalidomide i
different forms are being manufactur-
ed and marketed in the country; and

(b) if so, what steps have been
taken by Government to ‘stop the
manufacture and sale of this danger-
ous drug in any form?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Health (Dr. D. S. Raju): (a)
Investigations made by Government
of India have revealed that neither
thalidomide under any name nor pre-
parations containing thalidomide are
available in the country.

(b) Does not arise. However, the
Drugs Standard Control Officers at the
ports have been instructed to apprise
the Customs authorities to be on the
look out for stray import of this drug
as part of personal baggage and to
advise such passengers to refrain
from using it

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Apart
from the question of this particular
drug, thalidomide, is there any organi-
sation or machinery to have a pre-
sale check, analysis or examination,
of drugs and medicines manufactured
in the public and private sector in-
dustries, before their sale in the
market?

Dr. D. S. Raju: Yes, Sir; we have
got a very big organisation. There
are drug control inspectors all over
the country,

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Inspec-
tors cannot analyse and check the
drugs. I want your protection, Mr.
Speaker. The answer is quite wide
of the mark. Have they got any
machinery to analyse and check the
drugs? They have no scientists to
analyse them. The senior Ministry
may answer, Sir.

Dr. D. S. Raju: The drug control
inspectors collect samples and send
them to laboratories where the drugs
are checked and analysed.





