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(b) The Board endorsed the pro-
posal and noted that exporters of
various commodities and from differ-
ent parts of the country were going
to hold a convention shortly to finalise
these proposals.
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Import of Consumer Goods

2011, Shri Sham Lal Saraf: Will
the Minister of Commerce and Indus-
try be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have as
an austerity measure, slashed down
imports of certain types of consumer
gools and raw materials;

(b) whether Government are aware
that due to demand for such commo-
dities being greater their prices are
increasing; and

(¢) what steps Government propose
to take to hold the price line of the
said commodities at a reasonable
level?

The Minister of International Trade
in the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry (Shrj Manubhai Shah): (a)
to (c). The volume of import of con-
sumer goods and raw materials allow-
ed to be imported is determined by
availability of foreign exchange and
indigenous production. The prices of
some of the commodities are reported
to have risen. The Government are,
however, determined to maintain
prices of all essential commodities by
maximising the indigenous produc-
tion of these commodities to the
greatest extent possible.
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