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They have taken a loan from the
World Bank. I want to know the tate
of interest.

Shri Alagesan: The IDA credits carry
no rate of interest, but they carry
_service charge of 3/4 to 1 per centl.
per annum and that is payable to the
IDA in order to enable it to meet the
administrative expenses. The princi-
pal itself is to be repaid in a period of
fifty years.
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S%-ri Alagesan: It will be compieied
by March, 1966, that is, by the end of
‘the Third Plan.

Soviet-Aided Thermal Plants in India

*655. Shri Basumatari: Will the
Minister of Irrigation and Power be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact ihat the
timely execution of four major Soviet-
aided thermal power stations in the
Third Plan has been ensured;

(b) whether it is also a fact that
there is a proposal for sending Indian
technicians to Moscow for training ‘in
the operation of the Plants; aad

(¢) it so, the number thereof?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Irrigation and Power (Shri O.
V. Alagesan): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) A suggestion hac been made by
the Russian authorities to this effect.

(c) The number will be decided in
due course according to the needs of
each project.

Shri Basumatari: May I know whe-
ther it is a fact that the technical
personnel who were sent abroad,
especially to Russia, are not given
the full training and they are kept in
a water-tight compartment?

Shrl Alagesan: It is not correct. In
fact, they themselves suggested that
we should send our personnel for
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training in operation and mainten-
ance.

Shri Vidya Charan Shukla: Is it a
fact that certain changes were made
in the schedule of supply of these
generating sets from Russia, and if so,
may I know the particulars of those
changes and the reasons which neces-
sitated those changes?

Shri Alagesan: Formerly, there was
a suggestion, or a question arose that
the Russian authorities would not be
able to supply these units in time for
being commissioned by the end of
the Third Plan. We had talks with
them. Our people went to Moscow;
the chairman of the CWPC went
there and had talks; and the deputy
vice-chairman of the State Committee
of the Council of Ministers of the
USSR for Foreign Economics Rela-
tions came here and we had talks with
him, and it is now agread that the
units for the four thermal stations
will be delivered in time so that we
shall be able to commission al} of them
by the end of the Third Pian.

Shri Ramanathan Chettiar: May I
know whether the terms and condi-
tions of payment for these thermal
plants will be on the same lines as
for the Bhilai steel plants?

Shri Alagesan: I do not know the
terms on which the Bhilai steel plant
was supplied, but we are getting these
plants under the USSR credit arrange-
ment and under their trade agree-
ment.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: Keeping in
view the power starvation which th»
eastern and southern districts of
Budhel Khand of UP are facing today.
may ] know whether one of these four
power plants will be established in
that area?

Shri Alagesan: One of the power
stations is the Singrauli thermal
power station; it will consist cf five
units of 50 M.W. each.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: My ques-
tion has not been answered.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member
wants to know whether it would be
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located in the eastern or southern
districts of U.P.

Shri Alagesan: It will be in Sing-
rauli. I am not able to say where it
is.

Shri K. C. Pant: Apart from these
four major plants, are there any ‘her
Soviet-aided thermal power stations
proposed to be set up in India during
the Third Plan, and if so, has their
execution also been ensured?

Mr. Speaker: That would be too
wide a question.

Shri K. C. Pant: Are there any
other Soviet-aided thermal plants?

'Shri Alagesan: No, Sir. These are
the only ones.

Shri Maohammad Elias: What would
be the capacity of each thermal power
plant?

Mr. Speaker: He has answered that.

Dr. K. L. Rao: May I know whether
the Indian technicians to be sent to
Moscow for training will be given a
thorough training at Neyveli where
there is a similar Russian plant? Also,
will they be taught the Russian
language before being sent to Russia?

Shri Alagesan: We shall make these
arrangements.

Shri Muhammad Elias rose—

Mr. Speaker: Has the Minister got
figures as to the capacity of each
thermal plant?

Shri Alagesan: Yes. For Korba 4
units of 50 M.W.; Neyveli one unit of
50 M.W. and one unit of 100 MW.;
Singrauli (Obra) 5 units of 50 M.W.
and Pathratu 4 units of 50 M.W. and
one unit of 100 M.W.

Rarthquakes in Punjab and Kashmir

*656. Shri Yashpal Singh: Will the
Minister of Transport and Communi-
cations be pleased to state:

(a) whether several Punjab towns
and Kashmir Valley were rocked by
earthquakes in July, 1962; and
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(b) if so, the details of loss of lives
and property?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Transport and Communications
(Shri Bhagavati): (a) Yes.

(b) The information is being col-
lected from the State Governments
concerned and will be laid on the
Table of the Sabha in due course,
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Shri Bhagavati: According to news-
paper reports, there had been no loss

of life or property due to the earth-
quake.

But reports from Punjab and
Jammu and Kashmir Governments
are still awaited.

Shri Narendra Singh Mahida: Are
these towns situated on the earth-
quake belt?

Shri Bhagavati: Yes, Sir.
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Shortage of Forms in Post Offices

+
( Shri Hem Raj:
*657.{ Shri P. Kunhan:
( Shri M. K. Kumaran:

Will the Minister of Transport and
Communications be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that there
is heavy shortage of forms specially





