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Bridges on Yamuna 
*648. Shri Surendra Pal Singh: Will 

the Minister of Transport and Com-
munications be pleased to slate: 

(a) whether the scheme and pro-
gramme of constructing three bridges 
across the river Yamuna in Delhi is 
going ahead according to schedule, 
or the work is being delayed for some 
reason Or the other; and 

(b) when the first bridge 
this scheme i.e. Wazirabad 
will be ready? 

under 
Bridge 

The Minister of Shipping in the 
Ministry of Transport and Communi-
cations (Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) and 
(b). A statement is laid on the Table 
of the House. 

STATEMENT 

(a) & (b). The present position with 
n·gard to the three bridges across the 
river Yamuna in Delhi is indicated 
below:-

Yamuna B11idge at Wazirabad: 
The work on the bridge was com-
menced in January, 1962 and is pro-
gressing well. Originally, it was 

expected to be completed by Decem-
ber, 1962, according to the agreement 
entered into with the contractor. 
Owing to some delays, the bridge is 
now expected to be completed by 
March, 1963 and the approaches by 
June, 1963. 

Yamuna Bridge at Humayun's 
Tomb: The work was sanctioned in 
February, 1961 at an estimated cost 
of Rs. 54,62,200[-. The contract for 
the work was awarded in May 1961 
and the work commenced in January 
1962. The construction work of the 
bridge proper could not be taken in 
hand as the contracting firm were 
asked to modify their design in 
accordance with the actual sub-soil 
particulars, the collection of which 
was entrusted by the firm to the 
Centrai Road Research Institute. The 
firm will· submit the modified design 
after the receipt of the report from 
the Central Road Research Institute 
on the completion of the boring work. 
The work On the guide bund on the 
right bank of the river including the 
apron and the pitching on the side 
slope in the down-stream portion is 
nearing completion. Work on the lef\ 
guide bund will be taken up after 
the monsoon. The bridge is expected 
to be completed in all respects by 
June 1965. 

Pontoon Bridge down stream of the 
Existing Railway Bridge: This bridge 
is to be constructed by the Delhi 
Municipal Corporation at an estimated 
cost of Rs. 3.87 lakhs. The proposal 
is before the Works Committee of the 
Corporation and is expected to be 
sanctioned shortly. 

Shri Surendra Pal Singh: Is it a 
fact that according to the original 
schedule the work on Wazirabad 
Bri::\ge was to start in early 1960, but. 
from the statement we find that the 
work actually commenced in January 
1962. If this is correct, may I know 
the reasons for that delay? 

Shrl Raj Bahadur: I cannot give 
the exact time when the work was 
to commence. But the bridge cons-
truction was commenced in January, 
1962; and it is likely to be fully 
completed by June 1963. 
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Shri Surendra Pal Singh: What is 
the total estimated cost of the bridge? 

Shri Raj Bahadur: The total esti-
mated cost is about Rs. 31.48 lakhs. 
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Shri D. C. Sharma: From the state-

ment I find that the work has been 
entrusted to some contractor. What 
is the nature of the contract? Are 
they cooperative societies or some 
other agency? 

Shri Raj Bahadur: We have given 
the work to the lowest tenderer. I 
think it is an ordinary contractor; I 
do not think it is a cooperative 
society. 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: The 
statement laid on the Table is obscure 
with regard to two points. First, with 
regard to the Yamuna Bridge at 
Wazirabad. The phrase used is, 'owing 
to some delays'. I would request you 
to direct the Treasury Benches to 
make it a point to give the reasons 
for such delays. Procrastination has 
become a regular feature in every 
project and undertaking. I want to 
know the reasons for the delay in 
this particular case. And, secondly, 
Sir, ..... . 

Mr. Speaker: Only one thing at a 
time. 

Shri Harl Vishnu Kamath: But the 
statement Is one. 

Mr. Speaker: There may be 20 
questions arising out of the state-

ment. But one cannot put all the 
questions at the same time. 

Shri Raj Bahadur: As the hon.· 
Member might recal!, the Central 
Water and Power Commission pro-
posed to construct a weir across the 
Yamuna at Wazirabad for improving 
the water-supply in Delhi. That was 
initially occasioned by the need for 
improving the water supply. At that 
time, it was suggested that along 
with that we could also have a bridge. 
So, we have taken advantage of the 
weir. The work of the weir has com-
menced and we thought we should 
have weir-cum-bridge, in the proces3. 
In the process of designing and acqui-
sition of land for the approaches it 
might have been delayed. 

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad: It is said 
that the work of weir-cum-bridge 
has been sanctioned in 1961 and that 
it costs only Rs. 54 lakhs and it is 
expected that the bridge would be 
completed in 1965. May I know the 
reason why so much time is being 
taken on this? 

Shri Raj Bahadur: A road bridge 
over a river like the Yamuna is not 
on ordinary thing, so far as design-
ing is concerned. They have got to 
survey properly al! the soil condi-
tions. And, it often happens that when 
the foundations are dug and soil 
survey is made, the design has to be 
changed. That is exactly what hap-
pened in this case also. It happens in 
many cases. They have to be sure 
that the bridge is stable, firm and 
strong. Therefore, they could not 
hurry and they took some time. This 
is the usual time taken. 

Agricultural Implements 

+ r Shri S. C. Samanta: 
*649. J Shri. Subodh H~a: . 1 Shrl B. K. Das. 

t Shri M. L. Dwlvedl: 

Will the Minister of Food and 
Agriculture be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the needs of agricul-
tural implements during the Third 




